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Welcome to PADS Designer
Welcome to PADS, one of the most advanced and complete digital signage software packages that are
available today.

This PADS Designer manual describes the possibilities of PADS Designer, the end-user application to
design PADS presentations.
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Starting PADS Designer
In order to design a PADS presentation you need to start the PADS Designer application, connect to a
PADS Server and log on. Optionally, the process of connecting and logging on can be automated.

In this section

Starting the application
Describes how to start the PADS Designer application inMicrosoft Windows.

Connecting to your PADS Server
Describes the procedure to connect to your PADS Server.

Logging on to your PADS Server
Describes the procedure to logon on to your PADS Server.

Specifying connection and logon properties
Describes the properties that reflect the logon settings and the status of the connection to your PADS
Server.
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Starting the application
PADS Designer is the end-user application for creating PADS presentations.

To start the PADS Designer application

1. Click the Start button on the Windows taskbar.

2. Select (All) Programs and then PADS4.

3. SelectDesigner.

or

1. In Windows Explorer, go to the folder containing the PADS Designer program files.

2. Double click the PADSDesigner.exe item.

After this the application will be started.

N O T E

If al l conf iguration settings of the application are correct then the system will auto-
matically connect to the PADS Server software. If you star t the application for the very
f irs t time or when one or more of the conf iguration settings are incorrect (the system is
not able to connect to the PADS Server software) then the PADS connection management
window wil l automatically be shown. This allows you to spec ify the r ight conf iguration
settings in order to connect to the PADS Server software and thus star t the application.
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Connecting to your PADS Server
When PADS Designer has been started, it will look for a PADS Server connection. Depending on how you
have set up the connection properties, the program will respond differently.

To connect to your PADS Server for the first time

When it's the very first time you start PADS Designer and you haven't set any connection properties yet,
you will encounter the following message.

When you clickOK the PADS Server Connections windowwill be opened to specify connection prop-
erties.

To connect to your PADS Server manually

When you have specified that you want to connect manually to your PADS Server, the program will auto-
matically show the PADS Server connections window, from where you can choose your connection.
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To connect to your PADS Server manually in other situations you can choose two options from the rib-
bon bar.

1. Use the PADS Server connection button.

1

1. Move the mouse cursor to the network connection button and click it to connect.

2. Use the PADS Server connection split button.
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1 2 3

1. Move the mouse cursor to the PADS Server connection split button.

2. Click the PADS Serverconnection split button to reveal all available connections.

3. Move the mouse cursor to the PADS Server connection you wish to connect to and click to
connect.

3. PADS Designer will try and connect.

To connect to your PADS Server automatically

When you have specified that you want to connect automatically to your PADS Server, PADS Designer will
try and connect immediately after starting.
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Working offline

When you are unable to connect to your PADS Server, but you have successfully connected at least once
in the past, then you can decide to work offline.

To start working offline:

1. ClickWork Offline.

When you work offline any changes youmake to the content library will be kept locally. As soon as you
reconnect to your PADS Server again and the content synchronization process will start, any local
changes you have made will be automatically uploaded to your PADS Server.

N O T E

You can work off l ine for a maximum of one week. Within this per iod of time you need to
connect to your PADS Server again or your application wil l s top working.
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Logging on to your PADS Server
After you have connected successfully to your PADS Server, you need to log on.

To logon to your PADS Server manually

When you have specified that you want to log onmanually to your PADS Server, the following screen will
be shown after the program has started.

Enter your User Name, your Password and click the Log On button to actually log on.

PADS Designer will then try and complete the connection and log on procedure.

To logon to your PADS Server automatically

When you have specified that you want to log on automatically to your PADS Server, PADS Designer will
try and log on to your PADS Server without you noticing. If all is well you will see only the connection
being made.
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Specifying connection and log on properties
You canmanage your connection and log on settings through the PADS Server connections window.

In this section

Connection properties
Describes the settings for your PADS Server connection.

Log on properties
Describes the settings for your PADS Server log on.
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Connection properties
The connection properties show information about your PADS Server connection(s).

To open the PADS Server Connections window

1 2

1. Move your mouse cursor to the Connections section of the Home tab group in the ribbon bar
and click theManage button.

2. The PADS Server Connections window is opened.
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To manage your PADS Server connection(s)

1 2 3

1. ClickManage and nextAdd... to add a new PADS Server connection, or

2. Click Edit... to change an existing PADS Server connection, or

3. ClickRemove... to delete an existing PADS Server connection.

To add or edit a PADS Server connection

Whether you want to add or edit a connection, the screen is basically the same.
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In the Identification section you enter a Connection Name for your PADS Server connection. In the
Server Connection section you specify which server computer you want to connect to. In the Applic-
ation Startup section you can indicate whether you want the program to start this connection auto-
matically or that you want to start the connectionmanually.

To specify a server connection

In the Server Connection section there are three ways to connect to a computer that acts as a PADS
Server. If you choose for the optionAutomatic then whenever you start PADS Designer the program will
look on its own for the first PADS Server it can find in its vicinity and connect to it.

To have the local PC act as your server select the option This Computer.

When you want to enter a specific PC or want to search for one, you choose the optionOther.
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You can enter the name or IP address of the PC or you can have PADS look for a nearby PADS Server.

I M P O R T A N T

When your own computer is the PADS server then you must always use the option This
Computer. If you instead use the option Other and spec ify your computer name as
PADS Server then the PADS Viewers won't be able to detect your content f i les in the
PADS content l ibrary.

Click Search... to find a PADS Server nearby.

PADS will run a check over the network if any PADS Server is active.
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N O T E

A PADS Server can only be automatically detected when the PADS Server process is run-
ning and the UDP port number 3702 is not b locked by a f irewall on the server PC or
somewhere else in the network.

When the search is finished, select the PADS Server you want to connect to and clickOK to confirm.

ClickOK in the Connection window and Close in the PADS Server Connections window to apply the set-
tings.

To specify another port number for your PADS Server connection

For network or security reasons youmay want to use another port number than the default one, 7237.
This is also done at the optionOther in the Server Connection section.
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1. Select the optionOther in the Server Connection section.

2. Click on the Show Advanced Options expander.

3. In the number field enter the desired port number.

4. ClickOK in the Connection window and Close in the PADS Server Connections window to apply
the settings.
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Logon properties
In the connection properties you can also determine how you want to log on to your PADS Server.

To specify log on details for your PADS Server connection

When adding or editing your PADS Server connection select the Credentials tab in the Connection win-
dow. Enter your User Name in the Credentials section.

If you want to log on automatically, you will have to check the optionAutomatic Login and enter your
Password.
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N O T E

When working with PADS Domains on the indicated PADS Server , you can spec ify the log
on details for a par ticular Domain in the Domain section. This is an advanced topic
descr ibed in the PADS Installation Manual. The option Automatic will suff ice in most
cases .
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Main window
After you have successfully started PADS Designer you are situated in the main window of the applic-
ation. The main window gives access to all functions of the application.

In this section

Design area
Describes the area representing the actual design of your presentation.

Ribbon bar
Describes the menu structure of the Designer application.

Toolbox
Describes the toolbox containing all page elements you can insert into your presentation

Thumbnails
Describes the page thumbnails window that can be used to quickly perform certain actions on pages.
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Elements
Describes the elements window showing a list of all your page elements.

Playlist
Describes the playlist window giving quick access to the playlist of a selected page element.
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Design area (main window)
The design area of the PADS Designer main window shows the actual design of your presentation.

All important actions to modify the design of your presentation take place here. These actions can be
started via the ribbon bar or by right clicking on the design area and selecting the a context menu item.

By default the design area contains a ruler, grid and zoom functions, helping you to exactly position and
size your page elements.
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Ribbon bar
PADS4 has replaced the old menu structure by the new ribbon bar look& feel as set out byMicrosoft
Office 2010. This is done to keep you familiar with the way of working with the different PADS applic-
ations.

Overview of the PADS Designer ribbon bar

The PADS Designer ribbon bar has been divided in 9 sections called tab groups. You can access them by
clicking the respective headers. Detailed information will be provided in topics to follow.

1. File

The File tab group contains the most basic functionality for PADS Designer, including opening
and closing presentations and connectionmanagement.

2. Home
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The Home tab group is the container for the key functions of the application. These include PADS
Server connectionmanagement, clipboard functions and key functions for pages and page ele-
ments.

3. Presentation

The Presentation tab group contains all functions at presentation level.

4. Page

The Page tab group contains all functions that have to deal with pages.

5. Elements

The Elements tab group contains all functions that have to deal with page elements, irrespective
of their type.

6. View

The View tab group lets you determine the way you want to view the design of your presentation.

7. Data Providers
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The Data Providers tab group contains all functions that have to deal with connecting your
presentation to external data sources.

8. Tools

The Tools tab group provides access to options for the application itself as well as system wide
functions like synchronization.

9. Help

The Help tab group provides access to information about the application itself like instructions,
version and license details.

In addition to the above standard tab groups the ribbon bar may also contain one or more so-called
contextual tab groups. Contextual tab groups contain functions that are specifically related to selected
item(s). For instance when you select a text element in your presentation the ribbon bar will be extended
with a contextual Format tab, containing key functions of a text element.
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Toolbox
The toolbox contains all page elements you can insert into your presentation.

Besides native built-in page elements the toolbox may also contain so-called Add-On elements. These
are additional elements that come with the product or custom elements that have been developed by a
third party.
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Thumbnails window
The thumbnails window shows thumbnails of all pages in your presentation. If your presentation con-
tains a master page, then a thumbnail of the master page is included as well.

The thumbnails window can be used to quickly perform certain actions on pages of your presentation,
like inserting,moving of removing a page. This can be done by right clicking in the thumbnails window
and selecting a right context menu item or via drag-and-drop.

To show/hide the thumbnails window

1. Check/uncheck Thumbnails on the View menu of the ribbon bar.
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Elements window
The elements window shows a list of all page elements in the current page of your presentation.

The elements window can be used to quickly perform certain actions on page elements, like changing
the display order of page elements. This can be done by right clicking in the elements window and
selecting a context menu item or via drag-and-drop.

To show/hide the elements window

1. Check/uncheck Elements on the View menu of the ribbon bar.
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Play list window
The play list window gives quick access to the play list of a selected page element.

The play list window can be used to quickly make adjustments to the play list of a page element without
having to open the properties window of the element and navigate to the play list section.

To show/hide the play list window

1. Check/uncheck Play List on the View menu of the ribbon bar.

N O T E

For detailed information about managing play lis ts and the working of the play lis t
ed itor window, see Working with play lis ts .
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Working with presentations
The PADS Designer application enables you to create and modify PADS presentations. A PADS present-
ation can be a single page presentation containing only some simple text messages, but it can also be a
sophisticated multimedia presentation containing a wide variety of page elements including web pages,
video and sound or even live TV.

A presentation can be connected to almost any external data source (e.g. RSS feeds) to display real-time
information.

Presentations can be made interactive to make playback of the presentation dependent on user input.

In this section

Creating a new presentation
Describes how to start creating a new presentation.

Opening an existing presentation
Describes how to open an existing presentation for editing.

Saving a presentation
Displays the possibilities to save your current presentation.

Previewing a presentation
Describes how to see a working preview of your current presentation.

Closing a presentation
Describes how to close your current presentation.

Presentation properties
Gives more information about how to view/edit the properties of a presentation.

File properties
Describes how to obtain the characteristics of the file that holds the presentation.

Working with multiple presentations
Demonstrates the possibilities you have to work with multiple presentations simultaneously.
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Content library
Before you start designing your first presentation it's good to get familiar with the PADS content library
concept.

Your PADS system is standard delivered with a content library system, called PADS content library. The
PADS content library is a central repository for all your content files, ranging from images and videos to
PADS presentations.

To manage the items in your PADS content library, you can use the PADS Content Organizer applic-
ation.

Content library files

Although not required, it's strongly recommended to place all your content files in the PADS content lib-
rary and use references to these content library items in your presentations. Items in your content library
are automatically (or manually) synchronized between all PCs in your system. This means that items in
the content library are available to all PADS applications.

For instance, when you add a video to the PADS content library on your PADS Designer PC, it will auto-
matically be uploaded to the PADS Content Library on the central PADS Server, from where it's auto-
matically distributed to the PADS Viewer PCs. This way you can be assured that your video can be found
by the PADS Viewers and will play correctly during playback of your presentation.

Because the PADS system uses relative links to refer to content library items, your content items can even
be found when your entire content library is moved to another location.

External files

PADS also offers the possibility to refer to content files outside the PADS content library. Items outside
your content library are NOT automatically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle the dis-
tribution of your files. References are absolute, so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.
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Creating a new presentation
You can choose to create a complete new PADS presentation from scratch.

To create a new presentation

1. ClickNew Presentation on the Filemenu.

2. Design the presentation by adding page elements and setting properties of each element.
Optionally additional pages can be added to the presentation or data providers to obtain real-
time data.

3. When you are finished, click Save on the Filemenu of the ribbon bar.

4. Name your presentation and then click Save.

Remarks

When a new presentation is created it will by default get the default presentation properties as they
have been set under Options in the Toolsmenu. This includes for instance the resolution and grid set-
tings of the presentation. These settings will be embedded in and stored together with the presentation.
This enables you to use different resolution and grid settings per presentation.
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Opening an existing presentation
Existing presentations can be opened for editing purposes or as a basis to create a new presentation.

By default this function refers to the PADS content library as location where presentations are stored, but
you can also choose to open presentations from other locations.

To open an existing presentation

1. ClickOpen on the Filemenu.

2. In the content library, locate and open the folder that contains the presentation.

3. Double-click the presentation you want to open.

To quickly open a recently used presentation

1. Click on the Filemenu.

2. Select the presentation in the list of Recent Presentations.

To explicitly open a presentation from the content library

1. Click on the Filemenu.

2. Hover with your cursor above the Open item to make the sub menu become visible.

3. Click from Content Library on the sub menu.
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4. In the content library, locate and open the folder that contains the presentation.

5. Double-click the presentation you want to open.

To explicitly open a presentation from another file location

1. Click on the Filemenu.

2. Hover with you cursor above the Open item to make the sub menu become visible.

3. Click from File on the sub menu.

4. In the folder list, locate and open the folder that contains the presentation.

5. Double-click the presentation you want to open.

Remarks

When you open a presentation that has been created in PADS 3.1 SR1 it will automatically be converted
to PADS4. To explicitly open and convert a PADS 3.1 SR1 presentation, choose open from PADS 3.x
from the sub menu of the Open item in the Filemenu. For earlier versions it is required to first run a con-
version tool to convert the presentations to the PADS 3.1 SR1 format.
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When you want to convert multiple PADS 3.1 SR1 presentations you can best use the PADS 3.x to 4 Con-
verter. After installation this tool can be found in the Windows Startmenu under PADS4, Tools.
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Saving a presentation
You can save your presentation with it's current name or with an alternative name. In the latter case a
copy of the presentation will be created and from that moment you will be working on this copy leaving
the original presentation untouched.

By default this function refers to the PADS content library as location where presentations are stored, but
you can also choose to save presentations to other locations.

To save your presentation

1. Click Save on the Filemenu.

2. If the presentation has not been saved before, you will be prompted for a name. In this case
name your presentation and click Save.

To save a copy of your presentation

1. Click Save As on the Filemenu.

2. Name your presentation and click Save.

To explicitly save your presentation to the content library

1. Click on the Filemenu.

2. Hover with your cursor above the Save As item to make the sub menu become visible.

3. Click to Content Library on the sub menu.
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4. In the content library, name your presentation and click Save.

To explicitly save your presentation to another file location

1. Click on the Filemenu.

2. Hover with you cursor above the Save As item to make the sub menu become visible.

3. Click to File on the sub menu.
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4. In the folder list, name your presentation and click Save.

Remarks

When the PADS Designer application has been called from the PADS Scheduler application then the
Save item will not exist on the Filemenu. Instead you will find a Schedule... item (to schedule your
presentation and save it into the PADS system database) or anUpdate item (to use after editing for
updating your scheduled presentation in the PADS system database). To save a local copy of your sched-
uled presentation in this situation, you will have to use the Save As item on the Filemenu.

If you have opened a PADS 3.1 SR1 presentation it is automatically converted and will be saved as a
PADS4 presentation. With this the file is saved with a .padsx extension, so the original PADS 3.1 SR1
presentation file is not overwritten.
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Previewing a presentation
Presentations opened in the PADS Designer application can be previewed to see how the presentation
will look when it will be played by the PADS Viewer application.

To start a preview of your presentation

1. Click Presentation in the Preview section of the View menu.

The presentation preview windowwill be opened and the presentation will automatically be started.

T I P

To quickly s tar t the preview of your presentation you can use the F2 shor tcut key.

To start a preview of a specific page in your presentation

1. Use the navigation buttons of the Go To section on the View menu to navigate to the page you
want to preview.

2. Follow the steps to start a preview of your presentation as described above.

Or

1. Click Presentation in the Preview section of the View menu.

Press the Stop button in the toolbar of the Presentation Preview window to stop the running pre-
view.

2. Use the page selector dropdown box in the toolbar of the Presentation Preview window to select
the starting page for the preview.



Page 40 of 485

3. Press the Start button in the toolbar to start the preview again.

To stop a running preview of your presentation

1. Press the Stop button on the toolbar of the Presentation Preview window.

Remarks

With the Zoom dropdown box in the toolbar of the Preview window you can specify the zoom level for
playback of your presentation. This enables you to view your entire presentation, even when the size of
your Preview window is smaller than the resolution of your presentation. However, please note that
some content (like web content) may not scale correctly.

The toolbar of the Preview window also enables you to enter the name of a Viewer. When you enter an
existing PADS Viewer name here, the system will act as this Viewer when running the preview. This means
that when you have used for instance a database query that uses the Viewer name as a parameter (by
entering #ViewerName# as a parameter) it will automatically replace this with the entered Viewer name.

By pressing the Show Log button in the toolbar of the Preview window you can inspect log file. If there
are any problems with playback of your presentation, you usually will find errors or warnings about it in
the log file.

After 30 minutes a started preview will automatically be stopped by the PADS system.
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Closing a presentation
If you are finished with working on your presentation you can best close it before working on the next
presentation.

To close your presentation

1. Click Close on the Filemenu.

2. If the changes to the presentation have not been saved yet, you will be asked if you want to save
these changes.
Click Yes to save the presentation before closing.

3. If the presentation has not been saved before, you will be prompted for a name.
In this case name your presentation and click Save.
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Presentation properties
Each presentation has a number of properties that determine the characteristics of the presentation as a
whole.

To edit the properties of your presentation

1. Click Presentation Properties on the Presentationmenu.

[SCREEN SHOT TO BE INSERTED]

2. Adjust one or more settings in the Presentation Properties window.

3. ClickOK to save the changes and return to your presentation or Apply to save the changes
without leaving the properties window.

Properties overview

Property section Description

General
Properties to identify your presentation and to show the sequence and key
characteristics of the pages in your presentation.

Size Properties to set the width and height of your presentation.

Style Properties to determine how your presentation will be played.

Grid Properties to define the grid that will be used to design your presentation.

Interactivity
Properties to determine how interactive presentations should respond
when there is no user interaction for a certain period of time and how key-
board key presses are handled.

Rules
Definition of presentation rules to have your presentation automatically
respond to predefined situations.

Other Miscellaneous properties, like creation of a proof of play log.
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General properties (presentation)
The general properties identify your presentation and to show the sequence and key characteristics of
the pages in your presentation.

Identification

Name
The presentation name that identifies your presentation.

The name you enter here will be used at several places to identify your presentation. For instance in the
calendar view of the PADS Scheduler application.

As long as you don't manually change the name of the presentation, the file name of the presentation
(without the file extension) will be used as name. But as soon as you have manually changed the name
once, it will keep the manually entered name.
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Pages

Shows the complete play list of all normal pages in your presentation. The total duration shows the sum
of the durations of all visible pages.

To edit the properties of a page:

1. Click the page in the displayed list to select it.

2. Click theMove Down orMove Up button to change the position of the page within the present-
ation.

3. Choose if the page must be Visible. Invisible pages will be ignored during playback.

4. Adjust the Duration of the page in seconds.

5. Enter a new Page Name to change the name of the page. This name must be unique within the
collection of pages.

6. Optionally specify an Effect that is used as a transition effect when the page becomes visible.

To remove one or more pages:

1. Click the page or pages in the displayed list to select it. To select multiple pages you can hold
either the [Shift] or [Ctrl] key.

2. ClickRemove to remove the pages.

I M P O R T A N T

When you remove a page here, it wil l not only be removed from the play lis t, but also
from your entire presentation.

Remarks

In most situations it's easier to use the Thumbnails window of the main window to adjust your play list of
pages, because it shows you thumbnails of the individual pages and also supports drag-and-drop.

The properties of each individual page can also be adjusted in the page properties window of the cor-
responding page. Some properties like background picture and scroll options can only be set in this
way.

If your presentation contains presentation or page rules then these rules may determine when and how
long each page of your presentation is displayed. In this case the specified Duration will be ignored.
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Size properties (presentation)
The size properties set the width and height of your presentation..

Size

Predefined
Click this button to select a predefined width and height from a list of most commonly used resolutions.

Width
Manually enter the required width of your presentation.

Height
Manually enter the required height of your presentation.

Remarks

The specified size will be applied to all pages of your presentation, including the master page.

When reducing the size of an existing presentation then as a result some page elements on your existing
pages may become invisible, because they will be positioned outside the new screen boundaries.
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If the PADS Viewer application has been configured to automatically scale presentations, then the spe-
cified size properties may be ignored.
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Style properties (presentation)
The style properties determine how your presentation will be played.

Synchronize Viewers

Calculate Time of Page Change based on Scheduled Time
When this option is switched on your presentation will be played synchronously on all displays it has
been scheduled for.

With the synchronize option switched on dynamic page changes (such as skipping a page when there is
no data) will no longer work, because the presentation will always be synchronized.

Example

When a presentation has been scheduled to start from 10:00 and contains two pages which should be
displayed for 1 minute, then:

10:00-10:01 page 1 is displayed
10:01-10:02 page 2 is displayed
10:02-10:03 page 1 is displayed
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10:03-10:04 page 2 is displayed
10:04-10:05 page 1 is displayed
10:05-10:06 page 2 is displayed

If for some reason the PADS Viewer application is restarted at 10:03, the presentation will start with dis-
playing page 2 for the remaining time until the next page must be displayed at 10:04.

Remarks

The synchronizing of a presentation across multiple Viewers is based on the system clock of the PADS
Viewer PC. The system time of the PC is used by the PADS Viewer application to determine at what point
the presentationmust start to be exactly in sync with the other displays where the same presentation is
shown. Because of this it is possible that the presentation will not always start with the first page of the
presentation.

The synchronization process synchronizes presentations at page level, in other words it arranges that
the pages on the involved displays start at exactly the same moment. The system will automatically resyn-
chronize with each page switch. This makes that the synchronization option can only be used for present-
ations that contain at least two pages.

The synchronization process uses the specified page duration of the pages in the presentation. This
makes that the synchronize option will NOT work in combination with options that switch off or ignore
the page duration like certain page rules or play options.

Even with the Synchronize option switched on it is possible that due to some external factors (like other
processes consuming significant processor time) presentations will not run 100% synchronously onmul-
tiple displays.
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Grid properties (presentation)
The grid properties define the grid that will be used to design your presentation. Using the grid options
properly can save you lot's of time, because page elements will automatically be positioned and sized in
line with each other.

Grid

The defined grid size will be used by all important operations on your presentation to make sure all
page elements are placed exactly on the grid.

Width
The width of the grid on the design area of your presentation in pixels.

Height
The height of the grid on the design area of your presentation in pixels.

T I P

To quickly turn on/off the Snap to Gr id function temporar i ly you can c lick Snap to Grid
on the Home menu or use the shor tcut key combination Ctr l+G.
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Remarks

When a new presentation is created it will by default inherit the grid settings as these have been set
under Options in the Toolsmenu. After this the grid settings will be embedded in and stored together
with your presentation. This enables you to use different grid settings per presentation.

Whether the grid is displayed and applied determines on the Show grid and Snap to Grid settings as
specified under Options in the Toolsmenu.

The grid properties are only applicable to the PADS Designer application. They have no effect on the
playback of your presentation.
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Interactivity properties (presentation)
The interactivity properties determine how interactive presentations should respond when there is no
user interaction for a certain period of time and how keyboard key presses are handled..

Page Keyboard Navigation

Enable Navigation by using Keyboard Keys
When this option is switched on it's possible to use the following navigation keys on the PADS Viewer PC
to toggle between the pages of your presentation:

Keyboard key Action

Left arrow / Top arrow / Page Up Switches to the previous page of your presentation.

Right arrow / Top arrow / Page Down Switches to the next page of your presentation.

Home Switches to the first page of your presentation.

End Switched to the last page of your presentation.
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Expiration

Automatic Page Expiration
When this option is switched on your presentation will automatically respond with the specified action
when the user did not click with the mouse or pressed any key within the specified period of time.

After x Second(s)
The number of seconds after which the systemmust respond.

Return to Page
The action to be taken after the system has been idle for the specified number of seconds.

T I P

By setting the expiration proper ties you can make sure that when a user walks away
from an info kiosk running your interactive presentation, the system will automatically
return to the star ting page after a cer tain per iod of time.

Remarks

If Enable Navigation by using Keyboard Keys has been switched on, then the page durations will still
be applicable. So if the page duration for a page has been set to 30 seconds and no keyboard key has
been pressed by the user after 30 seconds the system will automatically switch over to the next page of
your presentation.

If the Synchronize option of a presentation has been turned on then the above interactivity functionality
will no longer work.
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Rules properties (presentation)
By defining presentation rules your can have your presentation automatically respond to predefined situ-
ations. For instance you can have the system play advertising when there is no real-time data to display.

Rules

Displays a list of defined presentation rules. For detailed information about rules, seeWorking with
rules.

Show this Page when No Rule is active
Select the page to showwhen none of the specified rule conditions are met.

I M P O R T A N T

Presentation rules are continuous ly checked dur ing playback of your presentation. This
means that your presentation wil l immediately switch pages when the condition of a
presentation rule is met or no longer met.
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Other properties (presentation)
The other properties consist of miscellaneous properties, like creation of a proof of play log.

Proof of Play

The proof of play properties enable you to log detailed information about the playback of your present-
ation. This information can be used to proof (e.g. to advertisers) that your content has played.

Log Presentation Statistics Info
When this option is switched on, exact information about when, where and for how long your present-
ation has played will be stored into a log file and sent to the PADS Server for central logging.

The log information that is collected is centrally logged on the PADS Server PC in a PADS billing data-
base. This database can be viewed with the PADS Agent application, withMicrosoft Access or you can
use the PADS Software Development Kit to develop your own custom application to process the inform-
ation.

I M P O R T A N T

When you switch on logging it is ABSOLUTELY REQUIRED that you implement a pro-
cedure to either manually or automatically process the information of the PADS bil l ing
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database and delete the information afterwards. Otherwise the PADS bil l ing database
may consume all your hard disk space, because the data in the bil l ing database is not
deleted automatically.
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File properties
The file properties enable you to save summary or revision information together with your presentation.

To view the file properties of your presentation

1. Click Properties on the Filemenu.

Summary properties

Here you can enter specific details about your PADS presentation so that they can be viewed by other
users of your presentation.

Notes properties

Here you can add your own revision notes to your PADS presentation.
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To add a new revision note:

1. ClickAdd.

2. Enter the Description of your revision note.The system automatically adds the current date and
time to the revision note.

3. Click Save to make the addition of the new revision note effective or Cancel to abort the addition.

Remarks

A revision note that has been added to your presentation can never be removed again.
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Working with multiple presentations
The PADS Designer application enables you to work onmultiple presentations simultaneously. Each
presentation is displayed in a separate window. You have several options to arrange these windows so
you can choose your own preferred way of working onmultiple presentations.

To open an additional presentation (in a new window)

1. ClickNew Presentation or Open on the Filemenu.

When you have started the PADS Designer application and haven't touched the blank presentation that
is displayed, you should use the following method to open an additional presentation in a newwindow:

1. ClickNew Window in theWindows section of the View menu.

To switch between your presentations

1. Click Switch Windows in theWindows section of the View menu.

2. In he list of presentations select the presentation you want to switch to.

Arranging your presentations

After you have opened multiple presentations, you can optionally arrange your presentation windows in
horizontal or vertical tab groups. Tab groups enable you to view your presentations side by side.

T I P

Having multip le presentations opened s ide by s ide is very useful when you want to copy
page elements between presentations . In this way you can s imply selec t a number of ele-
ment from one presentation, Select Copy f rom the Clipboard section of the Home
menu, switch to the second presentation and select Paste f rom the same Clipboard sec-
tion.
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To place a presentation in a new tab group

1. ClickNew Tab Group in theWindows section of the View menu.

2. ClickNew Horizontal Tab Group or New Vertical Tab Group.

To move a presentation to another tab group

1. ClickMove to in theWindows section of the View menu.

2. ClickMove to Previous Tab Group orMove to Next Tab Group.

Remarks

When you have opened multiple presentations, then the ribbon bar and toolbox of the PADS Designer
main windowwill only apply to the presentation window that has the focus.

The functions for arranging your presentation windows can also be called by right-clicking the tab area
of a presentation window and clicking one of the context menu items.

Presentations you no longer work on can best be closed, because they will only slow down the overall
performance of the PADS Designer application.

To close all presentations except the one you are working on, right-click the tab area of your present-
ation window and select Close All But This from the context menu.
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Working with pages
Each presentation consists of one or more pages. Pages can be added to, moved within or removed
from your presentation. Amaster page can be used to create a consistent layout through your entire
presentation.

In this section

Creating a new page
Explains how to add a new blank page to your presentation.

Duplicating a page
Shows how to create an exact copy of your current page.

Importing existing pages
Describes how to import one or more pages from another existing presentation into your presentation.

Navigating between pages
Demonstrates how to navigate to other pages in your presentation.

Moving a page
Describes how to give a page another position within your presentation.

Clearing a page
Explains how to clear the contents of the current page.

Removing a page
Describes how to remove a page from your presentation.

Page properties
Gives more information about how to view/edit the properties of a page.

Working with a master page
Demonstrates the possibilities you have to work with a master page in your presentation.
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Creating a new page
You can choose to create a new page from scratch.

To add a new blank page to your presentation

1. ClickNew Page on the Pagemenu.

Or

1. Right-click the thumbnail of a page in the thumbnails window.

2. SelectNew Page from the context menu.

Remarks

New pages will always be added to the end of your presentation.
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Duplicating a page
Sometimes it can be timesaving to get an exact copy of an existing page in your presentation. This
copied page can then be used as a basis for the design of a new page.

To create an exact copy of the current page in your presentation

1. ClickDuplicate Page on the Pagemenu.

Or

1. Right-click the thumbnail of the page in the thumbnails window.

2. SelectDuplicate Page from the context menu.

Remarks

Duplicated pages get a page name that consists of the original page name, followed by an auto-
matically generated suffix.

Duplicated pages will always be added directly after the current page of your presentation.
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Importing existing pages
A quick way to compose your presentation is to import earlier designed pages from other existing
presentations.

To import one or more pages from another presentation

1. Click Import Page on the Pagemenu.

This starts the Import Page Wizard.

2. Select the presentation you want to import.
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Choose Content Library to import a presentation from the PADS Content Library or choose File
Name to import a presentation from another file location. Specify the file name (including the full
path) of the PADS presentation file you want to import. If required you can click the browse but-
ton to locate the file. Afterwards clickNext to continue.

3. Select the pages you want to import.

Click on the thumbnail of the required page to select it.

I M P O R T A N T

To select multip le pages, hold down the [Ctr l] or [Shift] key while c l icking on the
page thumbnails .

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Click Finish to effectively import the pages and leave the Wizard.
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Remarks

If one or more of the imported pages has a page name that already exists, then the page will get an
automatically generated page name.

Imported pages will always be added directly after the current page of your presentation.

If one or more of the imported pages uses a data provider then this data provider will also be imported
to your presentation.
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Navigating between pages
There are several ways to navigate through your presentation.

To navigate to a certain page of your presentation

1. Use the navigation buttons in the Go To section of the View menu.

Button Function

Go to the master page of your presentation. If your presentation
doesn't contain a master page yet, you first have to create a master
page.

Go to the first page of your presentation.

Go to the previous page of your presentation.

Go to the next page of your presentation.

Go to the last page of your presentation.

Go to a specific page of your presentation by opening the drop
down list and selecting the required page.

Or
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1. Click on the thumbnail of the required page in the thumbnails window.

Or

1. Use one of the shortcut keys.

Keyboard Key Action

Home Go to the first page of your presentation.

Page Up Go to the previous page of your presentation.

Page Down Go to the next page of your presentation.

End Go to the last page of your presentation.
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Moving a page
You canmove a page within your presentation by changing its position.

To change the position of a page in your presentation

1. Move your mouse to the thumbnail of the page in the thumbnails window and press the left
mouse button.

2. Keep the mouse button pressed and drag the mouse pointer to determine the new position
within the thumbnails window.

3. Release the mouse button to effectively move the page to the new position.

Or

1. Click Presentation Properties on the Presentationmenu.

2. Click the page in the displayed list of the Pages section to select it.
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3. Click the Move Down or Move Up button at the left bottom to change the position of the page
within your presentation.

4. ClickOK or Apply to make the changes effective.
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Clearing a page
Clearing a page clears the entire contents of your current page.

To clear the current page of your presentation

1. Click Clear Page on the Pagemenu.

T I P

When you acc identally c lear your page, use selec t Undo on the Home menu to restore
your previous s ituation.

Remarks

When clearing a page the page properties of the page will remain intact.
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Removing a page
Pages that are no longer required can be removed from your presentation.

To remove the current page of your presentation

1. ClickRemove Page on the Pagemenu.

2. Click Yes to confirm that you want to remove the current page.

Or

1. Right-click the thumbnail of the page in the thumbnails window.

2. SelectRemove Page from the context menu.

3. Click Yes to confirm that you want to remove the page.

T I P

If you only want to temporar i ly exc lude a page from your presentation then you can best
switch of the Visibi l i ty proper ty of the page. This wil l exc lude the page dur ing play-
back.

Remarks

The last page of your presentation can not be removed.

If the Thumbnails window has the focus, then you can also use the [Del] key on your keyboard to remove
the selected page.
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Page properties
Each page of your presentation has a number of properties that determine the behavior of the page.

To edit the properties of the current page in your presentation

1. Click Page Properties on the Pagemenu.

[SCREEN SHOT TO BE INSERTED]

2. Adjust one or more settings in the Page Properties window.

3. ClickOK to save the changes and return to your presentation or Apply to save the changes
without leaving the properties dialog box.

Properties overview

Property section Description

General
Properties to identify your page and to determine how long the page is dis-
played.

Style Properties to determine how your page will be played.

Data scrolling
Properties to determine how scrolling through real-time data will be
handled.

Visibility Properties to determine if your page will be visible during playback.

Transition effect
Properties to set the incoming transition effect that is used when your page
becomes visible.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your page fed
by an external data source.

Rules
Definition of page rules to have your page automatically respond to pre-
defined situations.
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General properties (page)
The general properties identify your page and determine how long the page is displayed.

Identification

Name
The page name that uniquely identifies the page within your presentation.

To check which names are still available, you can click the button right to the Name input field. This gives
you a complete list of all page names that are already in use and can no longer be entered. The existing
name of the current page will also be displayed in this list.

Behaviour

Duration
Determines how long the page will be displayed, before your presentation switches the next page.
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T I P

To get a complete overview of the total duration of your presentation and each indi-
vidual page c lick Presentation Properties on the Presentation menu and check the
Pages section on the General tab.

Remarks

If your presentation only contains one single page then the duration has no meaning and will be ignored
during playback.

If your presentation contains presentation rules, page rules or element rules then these rules may
determine when and how long the page is displayed. In this case the specified Duration will be ignored.

When you have enabled automatic page expiration for your presentation as part of the Interactivity
properties then these settings might overrule the specified Duration property of your page.
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Style properties (page)
The style properties determine how your page will be played.

Background Color

Color
Determines the background color of the page. You can simply specify a fixed color, but it is also pos-
sible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for a
complete description of all possibilities.

It is not possible to use transparency for the background color of a page.

If your presentation includes a master page and the master page is applicable for the current page then
the background color can not be set. Instead the background color of the master page will be applied.

Master Page Visibility

Show the Master Page on the Background of this Page
If this property is switched on then the page will display the entire contents of the master page on the
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background of the page. This property is only enabled when your presentation contains a master page.

T I P

Switching off the master page vis ib i l ity for one or more pages in your presentation
enables you to use a dif ferent layout, only for those pages.

Page Background Image

Picture File
Select Picture from Content Library to use a background image file from the PADS Content Library or
Picture from File to use a background image from a file outside the content library. Next youmust spe-
cify the file name of the picture file you want to be used as background image for the page. If required
you can use the browse button to locate the picture file.

T I P

It's s trongly recommended to place your p ic tures in the PADS Content Library, because
the content l ibrary is automatically synchronized across all computers in your
PADS system. If you use pic ture f i les outs ide the content l ibrary you have to handle the
dis tr ibution of these pic ture f i les yourself .

Picture Size
Determines how your picture will be sized within the boundaries of your page.

Value Description

Original Size

The picture will not cover the entire page when the page is smaller than the
size of the picture. If the page is larger than the picture, the picture will be
clipped.

Using this option will give best quality and performance.

Stretched
The picture is automatically resized to fit exactly within the boundaries of the
page.
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Data scrolling properties (page)
The data scrolling properties determine how scrolling through real-time data will be handled.

General Data Scrolling

Interval
The interval (in seconds) that will be used to scroll all elements in your page that have their Data
Scrolling properties switched on.

Hold Scroll Positions after Page Change
With this property switched on the current rows of all data providers of the page will be stored during
playback, when the presentation switches over to the next page. The next time the same page is dis-
played these positions will be restored and the data scrolling process will resume from there.

So when the 4th row of a data source was displayed before the page change, the next time the page will
start scrolling with the 4 + 1 = 5th row.

T I P

Hold ing scroll pos itions is for ins tance useful when you have a play lis t of adver t-
isements and you want all adver tisements to be played after each other instead of
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star ting with the same adver tisement over and over again.
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Visibility properties (page)
The visibility properties determine if your page will be visible during playback.

Visibility

Visible
If this property is switched off then the page will not be displayed during playback of your presentation.

T I P

The Visible proper ty can be used to temporar i ly exc lude a page from your presentation.
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Transition effect properties (page)
The transition effect properties set the incoming transition effect that is used when your page becomes
visible.

Blink/Alternate Speed

Interval
The frequency (in seconds) to synchronously blink and/or alternate all elements in your page that have
their Blink property switched on or have the Play Using Page Alternate Interval property switched on
to play an entire play list.

Transition Effect

Effect
Select an incoming effect from the list of available effects when you want your page to become visible
with an effect.
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Duration
Specifies how long the incoming effect should take. You can select one of the predefined values (Fast,
Medium or Slow) or use the Duration input field to accurately specify the effect duration.

T I P

Some effects are more 'expens ive' to execute than other effec ts . The s ize of the screen
also inf luences the overall per formance of the effec t. It is advised to exper iment to see
which combination of effec t and duration best suits your screen resolution and hard-
ware.
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Property bindings properties (page)
By defining property bindings you can have certain properties of your page automatically be fed by an
external data source. As soon as the value of the external data source changes the property of your
page will change accordingly.

For instance if you bind the Background Color property of your page to an XML file then the background
color of your page will instantly change when the value in the XML file will change.

Property Bindings

List of page properties that can be bound to an external data source. To bind a page property youmust
specify at least a data provider, column, row for this property.

Property
Page property to be bound. This property is system defined and can not be changed.

Type
Data type of the page property to be bound. This property is also system defined and can not be
changed.
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Data Provider
Select the data provider that represents the data source you want to bind. If you have no data providers
yet, you should first add a new data provider.

Column
Select the data field of the data source you want to bind.

Row
Select the record of the data source you want to bind.

Scroll
Switch on this property when data scrolling must be applied.

If this property is switched on, then the data scrolling properties will be used to scroll.

T I P

By binding the Visible proper ty of your page to an external data source like for ins tance
a Microsoft Excel f i le, you can use the Excel f i le to dynamically control the pages of your
presentation you want to be inc luded dur ing playback. When you change the value in
Excel your page wil l become (in)vis ib le dur ing the next loop of your presentation.



Page 84 of 485

Rules properties (page)
By defining page rules you can have your page automatically respond to predefined situations. For
instance you can define a rule to skip your page when a certain condition is met.

Predefined Rules

Skip this Page when there is No External Data
When the page contains one or more elements that are connected to a data source and none of the con-
nected data sources returns data then the page will not be displayed and the presentation will continue
with the next page of your presentation, if this property has been switched on.

Alll data providers that are used on the page are checked and specified filters, data rows and data
scrolling are included in the check.

If a filter has been specified for a data provider the system will look at the filtered result. If this result is
empty the page will be skipped.

If the row numbers of the page elements are not included in the result of the data provider the page will
also be skipped. For example of all page elements have their Row property set to the value '2' and the
result of the data provider only contains 1 row the page will be skipped.
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If data scrolling has been switched on for one or more page elements the page will only be skipped
when the data providers return no data at all.

When your presentation only contains one page and the Skip the Page when there is No External
Data property of this page is activated by the PADS Viewer application then this will result in your
presentation becoming completely invisible.

Play all videos once and Show the Next Page
When your page contains one or more video/sound elements then the presentation will automatically
continue with the next page of your presentation when the last video/sound have played.

When this property is switched on then the Duration property of your page will be ignored.

When you have defined a complete play list of videos/sounds and this property is switched on then all
files in the play list will be played before the presentation will continue to the next page.

If you have video/sound elements that are connected to a data source and you have switched on this
property then during playback the application will retrieve the play list from the data source when the
page starts. As soon as all files in this play list are played the presentation will continue to the next page.
This means that new (refreshed) data that will be delivered by the data source after the page becomes
visible will be ignored.

Besides this property at page level there is also the Play once and go to the next page option of the
video/sound element that can be used to force the system to continue with the next page of your
presentation. The option at page level is preferred when you have multiple video/sound elements on the
page.

If this property is switched on then the Play once and go to the next page option of the video/sound
elements is ignored.

T I P

The Play al l videos once and show the next page proper ty is an extremely useful
option to make sure that the commerc ials of your adver tisers wil l fu l ly p layed before
your presentation wil l smoothly go to the next page.

Scroll Data Once and Show the Next Page
When the page contains database connections and this option is turned on for a specific Data Provider,
then the presentation will automatically continue with the next page of your presentation after all rows of
this data source have been displayed once.

Rules

Displays a list of defined page rules. Here you can define your own custom rules to dynamically adjust
properties of your page when a certain condition is met.
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I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about rules , see Working with rules .



Page 87 of 485

Working with a master page
To have a consistent layout through your entire presentation you can use a master page. By adding a
master page to your presentation you can define a page layout that will be used as background for all
pages in your presentation for which the master page has been switched on.

I M P O R T A N T

When us ing a master page in your presentation the master page wil l remain active when
switching between pages dur ing playback. This means that if your master page
inc ludes a video or scroll ing text, these wil l continue to run while switching over to the
next page.

In this section

Creating a master page
Describes how to add a master page to your presentation.

Importing an existing master page
Describes how you can import an existing page from another presentation to become the master page
of your presentation.

Switching between the master page and normal pages
Explains how to switch to the master page of your presentation.

Removing the master page
Describes how to remove the master page from your presentation.
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Creating a master page
If your presentation doesn't contain a master page yet, you can add one. This enables you to define one
single background that will be applied to all pages in your presentation for which the master page is
switched on.

To add a master page to your presentation

1. ClickMaster Page in the Insert section on the Pagemenu.

2. The application will automatically switch to the master page (see indication in the status bar on
the left bottom of your application window).

3. Design your master page by adding page elements and setting properties.

4. Use the navigation buttons in the Go To section on the View menu to return to the normal pages
of your presentation.

Remarks

When designing a master page you have the complete functionality available you would have when
designing a normal page. This means you can add any page element you like to your master page and
even can use data providers to include real-time data in your master page.

When using a master page in your presentation the master page will remain active when switching
between pages during playback. This means that if your master page includes a video or scrolling text,
these will continue to run while switching over to the next page.

When inserting a master page, this master page will be applied by default to all pages in your present-
ation. To switch off the master page for a page then you have to adjust the Style properties of the page.

T I P

Always use a If you have several pages that use exactly the same layout as background
then it is recommended to use a master page. This way you only have to maintain the lay-
out at one s ingle p lace in your presentation.
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Importing an existing master page
Instead of creating a master page from scratch you can also import an existing page from another
presentation and let it become your master page.

To import a master page from another presentation

1. Click Import Master Page on the Pagemenu.

This starts the Import Master Page Wizard.

2. Select the presentation you want to import.

Choose Content Library to import a presentation from the PADS Content Library or choose File
Name to import a presentation from another file location. Specify the file name (including the full
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path) of the PADS presentation file you want to import. If required you can click the browse but-
ton to locate the file. Afterwards clickNext to continue.

3. Select the page you want to import as master page.

Click on the thumbnail of the page to select it.

I M P O R T A N T

You can select any page of the presentation here. If it's not a master page yet it,
wil l automatically be conver ted to a master page dur ing import.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

Remarks

If your presentation already contains a master page, then the master page will automatically be over-
written by the imported master page.



Page 91 of 485

If the imported page uses a data provider then this data provider will also be imported to your present-
ation.
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Switching between the master page and normal
pages
You can easily switch between the master page and the normal pages of your presentation.

To switch to the master page

1. ClickMaster Page in the on the View menu.

Or

1. Click on the thumbnail of the master page in the thumbnails window.

To return to the normal pages of your presentation

1. Use other navigation buttons in the Go To section of the View menu.

Remarks

If your presentation doesn't contain a master page yet then you have to clickMaster Page in the Insert
section on the Pagemenu to go to the master page.
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Removing the master page
If you have a master page in your presentation but it's not used by any of the pages, then you can best
remove it again.

To remove the existing master page from your presentation

1. ClickMaster Page on the View menu to switch to the master page.

2. ClickRemove Page on the Pagemenu to remove the master page from your presentation.

3. Click Yes to confirm that you want to remove the master page.

Or

1. Right-click the thumbnail of the master page in the thumbnails window.

2. SelectRemove Master Page from the context menu.

3. Click Yes to confirm that you want to remove the master page.
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Working with page elements
Each page contains a number of page elements. This can be text elements, pictures, lines, shapes, web
pages, videos etc. There is a large number of operations that can be performed on page elements in
general. These operations are described in this section.

In this section

Using the grid
Demonstrates the advantages of using a grid.

Adding a page element
Describes how to add a new page element to the current page.

Selecting page elements
Gives an overview of the subjects that have to deal with selecting page elements.

Page element properties
Describes how to adjust on or more properties of selected page elements.

Copying page elements
Shows how to copy one or more page elements within the same page, to another page within your
presentation or to another presentation.

Moving page elements
Shows how to move one or more page elements within the same page, to another page within your
presentation or to another presentation.

Resizing page elements
Describes how the resize one or more page elements on the current page.

Removing page elements
Describes how to remove one or more page elements from the current page.

Undoing/redoing actions
Gives more information about the possibilities to undo/redo performed actions.

Formatting functions
Gives an overview of the available functions to layout page elements.

Locking page elements
Describes how to prevent your page elements from accidental adjustments.
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Using the grid
Before you start designing a presentation it is recommended first to have a look at the grid options.
Using the grid options properly can save you lot's of time, because page elements will automatically be
positioned and sized in line with each other.

To set the grid options

1. ClickOptions on the Toolsmenu.

2. Go to the Design Window Tab.
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3. Adjust one or more of the grid settings.

4. ClickOK or Apply to make the changes effective.

Grid

Grid Width/Height
This enables you to define the default grid width and height in pixels. The defined sizes will be copied
into any new presentation that you create.

Show Grid
Determines whether the grid should be visible or invisible.

Snap to Grid
With this option switched on all future page elements will be positioned and sized exactly to the grid.

T I P

While you are des igning your presentation you can temporar i ly switch off the snap to
gr id function by c licking Snap to Grid on the Home menu.

Remarks

When a new presentation is created it will by default get the grid width and height as described above.
After this the grid settings will be bound to and stored together with your presentation. This enables you
to have different grid settings per presentation. To change the grid settings of your presentation after-
wards youmust choose Presentation Properties on the Presentationmenu.

Even if the Show Grid option has been switched off it is still possible to use the Snap to Grid func-
tionality.

Switching on the Snap to Grid option will only affect future operations. It will not instantly change your
current presentation.
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Adding a page element
To design the current page of your presentation you have to add page elements to it.

To add a new page element to the current page

1. On the toolbox click the item that represents the page element you want to add..

2. Move the mouse pointer to the position on the page where the new page element must be
placed and press the left mouse button.

3. Keep the mouse button pressed and drag the mouse pointer to indicate the required size of the
page element.

4. Release the mouse button.

Or

1. ClickNew Element on The Elementsmenu and from the list select the page element you want to
add.
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2. Follow step 2 to 4 as above.

T I P

While you are inser ting a new page element you can abort the inser tion by press ing the
[Esc] key on your keyboard.

Remarks

If you often uses the same properties for a certain page element then you can best define default prop-
erties for this type of element.
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Selecting page elements
When you want to perform a certain action on one or more page elements you always first have to
select these elements. Sometimes elements are selected automatically (like after creation of an element),
in other situations you have to select themmanually.

The eight grab handles (on each corner and in the middle between two corners) of a page element indic-
ate that the element has been selected.

In this section

Selecting one page element
Describes how you can select one single page element.

Selecting multiple page elements
Describes how to create a selection that contains multiple page elements.

Selecting all page elements
Shows how to select all page elements at once.

Inverting selection
Demonstrates how to switch selected/unselected element.

Clearing selection
Describes how you can unselect all your selected elements.

Primary selected item
Describes the special function of the primary selected item.
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Selecting one page element
Before you can perform an action on a single page element you first have to select this element.

To select one single page element

1. Click on the page element you want to select.

Or

1. Make sure that the elements window is visible.

2. Click on the item in the elements window that represents the page element.

T I P

When you have selected a page element you can use the [Tab] key to switch to the next
element or the[Shift]+[Tab] key combination to switch to the previous element.

Remarks

The grab handles on the corners and between the corners of the page element indicate that the element
has been selected.
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Selecting multiple page elements
Most actions like setting properties, cutting, copying, moving and resizing can work on one selected
page element as well as a selection of multiple page elements. In the latter case the action will be
applied to all page elements in the selection.

There are also some actions like the formatting functionAlign Lefts that require at least two page ele-
ments to be selected.

To select multiple page elements

1. Move the mouse pointer to a certain position on your page.

2. Press the left mouse button and keep it pressed.

3. Drag the mouse pointer to another position on the page to create a selection area.

4. Release the mouse button. All page elements that are included in the selection area will be selec-
ted.

Or
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1. Make sure that the elements window is visible.

2. Press the [Ctrl] or [Shift] key on your keyboard and keep it pressed.

3. Click on the items in the elements window representing the page elements you want to include.

4. Release the [Ctrl] or [Shift] key.

Which elements will be selected depends on the settingWhen Selecting Elements by dragging a
Selection Rectangle only select the Elements which are completely within the Rectangle in the
Options window. With this option switched on only page elements that are entirely inside the selection
area will be selected. With this option switched off also page elements that are partly inside the selection
area will be selected.

To add an additional page element to the selection

1. Press the [Ctrl] or [Shift] key on your keyboard and keep it pressed.

2. Click on the page element you want to add to the selection, either on the page or in the elements
window.

3. Release the [Ctrl] or [Shift] key.

To remove a selected page element from the selection

1. Press the [Ctrl] or [Shift] key on your keyboard and keep it pressed.

2. Click on the selected page element you want to remove from the selection, either on the page or
in the elements window.

3. Release the [Ctrl] or [Shift] key.
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Selecting all page elements
All page elements on the current page can easily be selected in one single operation.

To select all page elements on the current page

1. Click Select All on the Elementsmenu.
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Inverting selection
When inverting the selection, all page elements of the current page that have been selected will become
unselected and vice versa all page element that have not bee selected yet will become selected.

To invert the selection on the current page

1. Click Invert Selection on the Elementsmenu.

T I P

When you want to selec t near ly all page elements then it's much quicker to f irs t selec t
the elements you want to exc lude and next call the Invert Selection function than to
selec t each individual element.
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Clearing selection
When you no longer want any page element to be selected you can clear the selection.

To clear the selection on the current page

1. Click Clear Selection on the Elementsmenu.

T I P

If poss ib le you can also s imply c l ick on the background of your page to c lear the selec-
tion of page elements .
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Primary selected item
In a selection of page elements there is always one element that is marked as the primary selected item.

The primary selected item can be recognized by black grab handles with a white border instead of the
white grab handles with a black border of all other selected items.

The primary selected item has a special function. When a certain function is called for a number of selec-
ted items then the primary selected item always acts as the reference point.

Example 1

The formatting function Align Lefts is called for a number of selected items. This will result in all selected
page elements being aligned to the left side of the primary selected item.

Example 2

Several text elements have been selected. Next, Element Properties is clicked on the Elementsmenu. In
this case the Text properties windowwill be displayed showing the properties of the primary selected
item. When a certain property is adjusted and the Apply button is clicked the changed property will be
set for all selected text elements.
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As the above examples demonstrate, it is quite important to determine which element in your selection
will be your primary selected item.

To make a selected page element the primary selected item

1. Click on the selected page element.

N O T E

If the elements on your page have been locked then the background color of the grab
handles wil l be gray instead of b lack or white. The pr imary selec ted item can sti l l be
recognized by its white border .
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Page element properties
Each element of a page has a number of properties that determine the behavior of the element within
the page.

To edit the properties of a page element

1. Select the element, for instance by clicking it.

2. Click Element Properties on the Elementsmenu.

3. Adjust one or more settings in the properties window.

(The above screen shot shows the properties window of a text element as an example).
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4. ClickOK to save the changes and return to your presentation or Apply to save the changes
without leaving the properties dialog box.

To edit the properties of multiple page elements

1. Select the elements, like described in selecting multiple page elements.

2. Make sure that you have marked the right element as the primary selected item.

3. Click Element Properties on the Elementsmenu. This will open the element properties window,
showing the properties of the primary selected item.

4. Adjust one or more settings in the properties window.

5. ClickOK or Apply to apply the changes to all selected page elements.

T I P

Us ing the above procedure to edit the proper ties of multip le page elements in one s ingle
action saves you an enormous amount of time and minimizes the r isk of mis takes.

If you select multiple page elements then the selectionmay contain a mix of various element types (like
pictures, text, videos, ...). If you save your changes then the system will look for each individual page ele-
ment if it supports the modified property. If so then the property will be adjusted, otherwise the element
will be skipped.

Remarks

If the show preview option in the element properties window is switched on then an element preview win-
dowwill automatically be displayed. This preview window enables you to see directly what effect your
changes will have on the page element.

If you accidentally changed the properties of some elements you can always clickUndo on the Home
menu to restore your previous situation.

If you want to save your changes and close the properties window, then there is no need to clickApply,
prior to clicking OK. Clicking OK has exactly the same effect as first clicking Apply and then Cancel.
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Copying page elements
Page elements can be copied within the same page, to another page in the same presentation or to
another presentation.

To copy page elements within the same page

1. Select the page elements you want to copy. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Click Copy on the Homemenu.

3. Click Paste on the Homemenu.

The pasted elements will be inserted below the original elements as far as there is space left.

R E M A R K

If al l selec ted elements are connected to a data provider and have the same Row prop-
er ty then the system assumes you want to create another row for these elements and as
a result the Row proper ty is automatically raised with 1 when the elements are pasted.
Please note that the Row proper ty is only raised compar ing to the or ig inal elements . So,
call ing the Paste function several times doesn't raise the Row proper ty to 2, 3, etc . If
you want to accomplish this you have to repeat both the Copy and Paste function.

To copy page elements to another page in the same presentation

1. Select the page elements you want to copy. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Click Copy on the Homemenu.

3. Navigate to another page with the navigation buttons in the View menu.



Page 111 of 485

4. Click Paste on the Homemenu.

The pasted elements will be inserted to the same position as the original elements.

To copy page elements to another presentation

1. Select the page elements you want to copy. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Click Copy on the Homemenu.

3. If the presentation to paste to has not been opened yet then open the presentation..

4. If the presentation to paste to was already open then click on the right Tab to make the present-
ation the current presentation.

5. Navigate to the right page with the navigation buttons in the View menu.

6. Click Paste on the Homemenu.

The pasted elements will be inserted at the same position as the original elements.

If an element is copied from one presentation to another and this element is connected to a data pro-
vider then this data provider is also automatically copied to the other presentation. Within the same
presentation this doesn't play a role since data providers are defined at presentation level and there-
fore automatically available to all pages in the presentation.
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Remarks

Copied elements will only be pasted to the chosen position if all copied elements will (partly) fit within
the page boundaries. If this is not the case then the system will automatically determine another position
within the page that does meet this requirement and paste the elements to this position.

If you want the elements to be pasted at a specified position then youmust not click Paste on the Home
menu. Instead move your mouse pointer to the required position, click the right mouse button and from
select Paste from the context-sensitive menu. The elements will then be pasted at the pointed position
as far as there is space left.

T I P

To quickly per form a copy operation use the key combination [Ctr l]+C for copying and
[Ctr l]+V for pasting.

If you want to copy an entire page from one presentation to another then it's recommended to use the
Import Page Wizard. This wizard, that can be called by clicking Import Page on the Pagemenu, copies
the entire page including the page properties.
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Moving page elements
Page elements can be moved within the same page, to another page in the same presentation or to
another presentation.

To move page elements within the same page

1. Select the page elements you want to move. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Move the mouse pointer to a position above one of the selected page elements and press the
left mouse button.

3. Keep the mouse button pressed and drag the mouse pointer to determine the new position of
the selected page elements.

4. Release the mouse button to effectively move the elements.

T I P

While you are moving page elements you can abort the moving by press ing the [Esc]
key on your keyboard.

If the Lock Elements item on the Homemenu has been switched on then it is not possible to move ele-
ments within a the same page as described above.

If you want to move selected page elements within a page very precisely then you can best use the key-
board instead of using the mouse. To move the selected elements with the keyboard press the [Ctrl] key,
keep it pressed and use the arrow keys to move the elements around the page. If the Snap to Grid set-
ting has been switched on then the elements will move with one grid point at a time, otherwise with one
pixel at a time. To adjust the snap to grid setting change the Snap to Grid setting in the Options win-
dow.

To move page elements to another page in the same presentation

1. Select the page elements you want to move. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Click Cut on the Homemenu.
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3. Navigate to another page with the navigation buttons in the View menu.

4. Click Paste on the Homemenu.

The pasted elements will be inserted to the same position as the original elements.

To move page elements to another presentation

1. Select the page elements you want to move. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Click Cut on the Homemenu.

1. If the presentation to paste to has not been opened yet then open the presentation..

2. If the presentation to paste to was already open then click on the right Tab to make the present-
ation the current presentation.

3. Navigate to the right page with the navigation buttons in the View menu.

4. Click Paste on the Homemenu.

The pasted elements will be inserted to the same position as the original elements.

If an element is moved from one presentation to another and this element is connected to a data pro-
vider then this data provider is automatically copied to the other presentation (it will also keep exist in
the original presentation). Within the same presentation this doesn't play a role since data providers are
defined at presentation level and therefore automatically available to all pages in the presentation.
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Remarks

Moved elements will only be pasted to the chosen position if all moved elements will (partly) fit within
the page boundaries. If this is not the case then the system will automatically determine another position
within the page that does meet this requirement and paste the elements to this position.

If you want the elements to be pasted at a specified position then youmust not click Paste on the Home
menu. Instead move your mouse pointer to the required position, click the right mouse button and
select Paste from the context-sensitive menu. The elements will then be pasted at the pointed position
as far as there is space left.

T I P

To quickly per form a move operation to another page or presentation use the key com-
bination [Ctr l]+X for cutting and [Ctr l]+V for pasting.

If you accidentally moved some elements you can always clickUndo on the Homemenu to restore your
previous situation.
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Resizing page elements
Elements in a page can easily be resized.

To resize one or more page elements on the current page

1. Select the page elements you want to resize. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Position the mouse pointer above one of the grab handles of one of the selected elements and
press the left mouse button.

3. Keep the mouse button pressed and drag the mouse pointer to determine the new size of the
selected page elements.

4. Release the mouse button to effectively resize the elements.

Remarks

If the Lock Elements item on the Homemenu has been switched on then it is not possible to resize ele-
ments as described above.
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If a page element has its size properties set to Automatic size (like the text element) then it is also not
possible to adjust the width and/or height of the element. This can be recognized by the grab handles of
the element having a gray color instead of being black or white.

T I P

While you are res iz ing page elements you can abort the res iz ing by press ing the [Esc]
key on your keyboard.

If you want to resize selected page elements very precisely then you can best use the keyboard instead
of using the mouse. To resize the selected elements with the keyboard press the [Shift] key, keep it
pressed and use the arrow keys to resize the elements. If the Snap to Grid setting has been switched on
then the elements will resize with one grid point at a time, otherwise with one pixel at a time. To adjust
the Snap to grid setting change the Snap to Grid setting in the Options window.

If you accidentally resized some elements you can always clickUndo on the Homemenu to restore your
previous situation.
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Removing page elements
Page elements that are no longer required can simply be removed.

To remove one or more page elements from the current page

1. Select the page elements you want to remove. See selecting page elements for details.

2. ClickRemove Elements on the Elementsmenu.

T I P

If the Des ign area or the Elements window has the focus, then you can also use the
[Del] key on your keyboard to delete the selec ted page elements .

Remarks

If you accidentally removed some page elements you can always clickUndo on the Homemenu to
restore your previous situation..
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Undoing/Redoing actions
Each time you perform a certain task that changes your page design a snapshot is taken from the cur-
rent situation. This enables you to go back to previous situations when youmake a mistake.
PADS Designer has several built-in functions that enable you to go back and forward in the steps of your
page designer.

To go one step back in your page design

1. ClickUndo on the Homemenu.

You can call the undo functionmultiple times to go backmore steps. When you have gone back in your
page design it is also possible to go forward again.

To go one step forward in your page design

1. ClickRedo on the Homemenu.

To go directly to a certain step in your page design

1. Click the Undo List drop-down on the Homemenu.

2. Select the item in the drop-down list representing the step you want to restore.

Remarks

The Undo and Redo functions only support going back and forward in your page design within the
same page. Each page builds up its own history of design steps. So, when you switch to a certain page in
your presentation you always see the undo list with the design steps of that specific page.
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Formatting functions
The PADS Designer application has several formatting functions that save you significant time when you
are fine tuning the layout of a page.

In this section

Changing the display order of page elements
Shows how to place page elements in front of or behind other page elements.

Rotating page elements
Describes the possibilities to rotate page elements.

Aligning page elements
Describes the possibilities to align page elements to each other or the grid.

Centering page elements
Describes the possibilities to center multiple page elements within the page.

Sizing page elements
Gives an overview of the possibilities to adjust the size of page elements to each other, the grid or the
page.

Adjusting spacing between page elements
Lists the possibilities to adjust the position of multiple page elements.
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Changing the display order of page elements
Page elements can be placed in front of or behind other page elements. To place elements in front or
behind other elements you have to adjust the display order.

T I P

Use the elements window to check the current d isp lay order of a page element. The ele-
ments window shows all elements of your page, ordered by their d isp lay order .

To change the display order for one or more page elements

1. Select the page elements for which you want to change the display order. See selecting page ele-
ments for details.

2. ClickOrder on the Homemenu.

3. Click one of the following menu items to adjust the display order of the selected page elements:

Menu item Function

Bring to Front Place the selected elements on the foreground.

Bring Forward Bring the selected elements one position closer to the foreground.

Send to Back Place the selected elements on the background.

Send Backward Send the selected elements one position further to the background.

Or

1. Make sure that the elements window is visible.

2. Move your mouse to one of the items in the elements window and press the left mouse button..
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3. Keep the mouse button pressed and drag the mouse pointer to determine the new display order
position within the elements window.

4. Release the mouse button to effectively move the page to the new display order position.

N O T E

Flash elements and web page elements (except web page elements running in screen
shot mode) are always placed in front of other page elements , ir respective of their pos-
ition in the disp lay order .

Remarks

If your page element has no overlap with its predecessor in the display order then the Bring Forward
function will have no visual effect on your page design. The same applies to the successor in the display
order and the Send Backward function.

If you have selected multiple page elements and call one of the display order functions, then the display
order will be adjusted individually for each selected element.
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Rotating page elements
With the rotation functions you can place page elements at any angle.

To rotate one or more page elements

1. Select the page elements you want to rotate. See selecting page elements for details.

2. ClickRotate on the Elementsmenu.

3. Click one of the following menu items to rotate the selected page elements:

Menu item Function

Rotate Right 90° Rotate all selected elements 90° clockwise.

Rotate Left 90° Rotate all selected elements 90° counter clockwise.

Rotate 180° Rotate all selected elements 180°.

More Rotation
Options…

Shows the details rotation options of the primary selected item.

Or

1. Select the page elements you want to rotate. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Position the mouse pointer above the rotation grab handle of one of the selected elements and
press the left mouse button.
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3. Keep the mouse button pressed and drag the mouse pointer to determine the rotation angle of
the selected page elements.

4. Release the mouse button to effectively rotate the elements.

T I P

While you are rotating page elements this way you can abort the rotating by press-
ing the [Esc] key on your keyboard.

Remarks

If the Lock Elements item on the Homemenu has been switched on then it is not possible to resize ele-
ments via the rotation grab handle.

Flash and web page elements cannot be rotated.
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Aligning page elements
Page elements in a page can be aligned to each other or to the grid.

To align page elements to each other

1. Select at least two page elements. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Make one of the selected page elements the primary selected item.

3. ClickAlign on the Elementsmenu.

4. Select one of the following menu items to align the page elements to each other:

Menu item Function

Lefts
Horizontally align all selected elements to the left of the primary
selected element.

Centers
Horizontally align all selected elements to the center of the primary
of the primary selected element.

Rights
Horizontally align all selected elements to the right of the primary
selected element.

Tops
Vertically align all selected elements to the top of the primary selec-
ted element.

Middles
Vertically align all selected elements to the middle of the primary
selected element.

Bottoms
Vertically align all selected elements to the bottom of the primary
selected element.

To align one or more page elements to the grid

1. Select the page elements you want to align. See selecting page elements for details.

2. ClickAlign and then to Grid on the Elementsmenu.
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Remarks

The formatting functions for aligning page elements to each other are only enabled when at least two
elements have been selected.

If the Snap to Grid setting has been switched on then aligning elements to the grid has no effect,
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Centering page elements
Page elements can be centered horizontally or vertically within a page.

To center page elements within the current page

1. Select the page elements you want to center. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Click Center on the Elementsmenu.

3. Click one of the following menu items to center the selected page elements:

Menu item Function

Horizontal Center the selected elements horizontally within the page.

Vertical Center the selected elements vertically within the page.

Center in Page
Center the selected elements both horizontally and vertically within
the page.

Remarks

If you have selected multiple page elements and call one of the centering functions, then the complete
collection of selected elements is considered as a whole instead of individual elements and therefore
also centered as a whole.
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Sizing page elements
The size of elements in a page can be adjusted to each other, to the grid or to the page.

To adjust the size of page elements to each other

1. Select at least two page elements. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Make one of the selected elements the primary selected item.

3. Click Size on the Elementsmenu.

4. Select one of the following menu items to size the page elements to each other:

Menu item Function

Same Width
Make the width of all selected elements the same as the width of the
primary selected element.

Same Height
Make the height of all selected elements the same as the height of
the primary selected element.

Same Size
Make both the width and the height of all selected elements the
same as the width and height of the primary selected element.

To adjust the size of one or more page elements to the grid

1. Select the page elements for which you want to adjust the size to the grid. See selecting page ele-
ments for details.

2. Click Size on the Elementsmenu and then Size to Grid.
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To adjust the size of one or more page elements to the page

1. Select the page elements for which you want to adjust the size to the page. See selecting page
elements for details.

2. Click Size on the Elementsmenu and then Size to Page.

Remarks

The formatting functions for sizing page elements to each other are only enabled when at least two ele-
ments have been selected.

If a page element has its sizing properties set to Automatic size (like with the Text element) then it is
possible that the formatting functions to adjust the size have no effect.

If the Snap to Grid setting has been switched on then sizing the elements to the grid has no effect.
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Adjusting spacing between page elements
The horizontal or vertical spacing between page elements can easily be made equal, increased,
decreased or removed.

To adjust the horizontal/vertical spacing between page elements

1. Select at least two page elements. See selecting page elements for details.

2. Make one of the elements the primary selected item.

3. Click Spacing on the Elementsmenu and thenHorizontal or Vertical.

4. Click one of the following menu items to adjust the spacing between the elements:

Menu item Function

Equal
Make the horizontal/vertical spacing between all selected elements
equal.

Increase
Increase the horizontal/vertical spacing between all selected ele-
ments.

Decrease
Decrease the horizontal/vertical spacing between all selected ele-
ments.

Remove
Remove the horizontal/vertical spacing between all selected ele-
ments.

Remarks

The formatting functions for adjusting the spacing between page elements are only enabled when at
least two elements have been selected.

With adjust the spacing for page elements all elements will be adjusted in relation to the primary selec-
ted item. For instance with removing the horizontal spacing all selected elements will moved except from
the primary selected item.
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If the Snap to Grid setting has been switched on then the spacing is increased or decreased by one grid
point. Otherwise the spacing is increased or decreased by one pixel.
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Locking page elements
Optionally you can lock your page. When a page is locked all page elements on this page are locked.
This means the elements can not be moved or resized with the mouse.

T I P

Always lock your page to 'freeze' the des ign of a page and prevent acc idental changes
to the layout.

To lock/unlock the page elements of the current page

1. Click Lock Elements on the Homemenu.

If the elements were unlocked they will be locked. The other way around if the elements were locked they
will be unlocked.

Remarks

If the element of a page have been locked it is still possible to select the elements and move or resize
them with the keyboard. To do so select the elements, press the [Ctrl] key (to move) or [Shift] key (to res-
ize), keep it pressed and use the arrow keys to move/resize the selected elements.
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Page elements
The PADS Designer application has a large number of built-in page elements that you can use to design
professional looking presentations. Each element type has its own set of specific characteristics, in addi-
tion to common properties that are shared by all page elements.

Beside the native built-in page elements PADS Designer can also have a number of add-on elements.
Add-on elements are separately developed external elements that can be linked to the PADS software
and will look and feel exactly the same way as standard built-in page elements. In other words: to the
end-user there are no visible differences between standard page elements and add-on elements.

To get an overview of the installed Add-On elements on your computer, See Add-on elements.

Page elements overview

Page element Description

Picture To display logos, photos or other graphics.

Text To include any kind of text.

Video/Sound For playback of videos and/or sounds.

Web page To include web content like Internet pages.

Scrolling text To include ticker tapes.

Formatted text
To include the current page number, current date/time or any other cal-
culated values.

Shape To include squares, rectangles, ovals, circles or other shapes.

Line To display lines.

Chart To include 2D or 3D graphical representations of real-time data.

Table To include rows of real-time data.

Flash player For playback of Flash content.

PDF document reader To display PDF content.
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Zone viewer
To define an area (=zone) being controlled by its own content scheduling
mechanism.

Presentation in page To incorporate another PADS presentation in a page of your presentation.

Interactive button To include navigation buttons for making your presentation interactive.

External application To start an external application from your presentation.

RS-232 communication To control external devices by sending RS-232 commands.

Add-on elements overview

The following add-ons are included in the standard installation of PADS:

Add-on element Description

Progress bar To display a bar that shows the duration of your page.

DVDmedia player For playback of DVD and other media content.

Advanced TV To include live TV.

QR code To generate and include Quick Response codes (matrix bar codes).

Custom To develop your own custom page elements.
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Picture element
Picture elements can be used to display logos, photos or other graphic files.

All industry-standard graphic file formats are supported. Pictures can be displayed with their original
size or automatically resized to fit exactly into your page design. Several effects can be applied to adjust
the look of the picture or to create smooth transitions when the picture changes. Picture elements can be
connected to an external data source to determine at real-time which pictures must be displayed.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Alignment Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your pictures.

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Blinking Properties to define a blinking effect for your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Brightness/contrast Properties to adjust the brightness and/or contract of your pictures.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default duration
Properties to define the default duration for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.
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Play list Definition pictures that will be displayed by your element.

Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Shadow Properties to display the content of your element with shadow.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the pic ture spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr ip-
tion of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.



Page 137 of 485

Play list properties (picture element)
These properties define the pictures that will be displayed by your picture element. You can enter one
picture or choose to include a play list of pictures that will be displayed after each other.

You can add items to your play list, edit play list items, change the sequence order of your play list items
or remove play list items again. This can be done either in the detailed view (see screen shot above) or
the list view. With the navigation buttons (at the bottom) you can navigate through your play list items.
The total duration shows the summarized duration of your play list items. The properties of a play list
item depend on the type of your element.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about managing play lis ts in general, see Working with play
lis ts .

Picture play list item

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included picture. Possible options are:
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Option Description

Picture from Content Library

The play list item contains a reference to an existing pic-
ture file in the PADS content library (recommended
option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

Picture from File

The play list item contains a reference to an existing pic-
ture file outside the PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No Picture
The play list item contains no picture.

This option is used to create a pause in your play list.

Content
Contains the picture file reference, depending on the chosen Type. Optionally , you can use the browse
button to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the option Picture from File has been
chosen, then the file reference must contain the picture file name including the full path.

Duration
The duration (in seconds) that your picture will be displayed or the pause in your play list will last.

Effect
The incoming transition effect for your play list item and duration of the effect (in seconds).

Remarks

Only references to picture files are included in your presentation, not the pictures itself. As a result if
your picture file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.

The Play list properties will be disabled when you element is connected to a data source. In this case the
content of your element is determined by the real-time data that is delivered by the specified data
source.
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Text element
Text elements can be used to display any kind of text.

This can be a simple text with a simple font, but also shadowed text, rotated text or even text with a
semi-transparent color. Several effects can be applied to adjust the look of the text or to create smooth
transitions when the text changes, blinks or alternates. Text elements can be connected to an external
data source to display real-time data.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Blinking Properties to define a blinking effect for your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Data source text con-
version

Properties to define how your element will handle multi-line text.

Default duration
Properties to define the default duration for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Font Properties to set the font that will be used for displaying text.
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Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Play list Definition of text items that will be displayed by your element.

Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Shadow Properties to display the content of your element with shadow.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Text alignment Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your text.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the text spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr iption
of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Data source text conversion properties (text ele-
ment)
These properties determine how your text element will handle multiple lines of text from external data
sources.

Data Source Text Conversion

Split multi-line text into play list items
If this option is switched on, then the multi-line text value of your data source will be considered as a play
list where each line of text is seen as a separate play list item. If this option is switched off, then the entire
text value will be handled as one single play list item.

Remarks

The Split multi-line text into play list items setting determines the working of your play list options.
For example, suppose you have a database with flight remarks and for a certain flight it contains the text
value 'Boarding <CR> <LF>Einsteigen'. If the split multi-line text into play list items property has
been switched on and you have set the play list options to play the entire play list, then alternatively the
values 'Boarding' and 'Einsteigen' will be displayed. If instead you switch off the split multi-line text into
play list items property, then the text element will simultaneously display 'Boarding' and on a next line
'Einsteigen' and will not alternate.

The carriage return line feed character codes (<CR> <LF>) are seen as the separator between text lines.



Page 142 of 485

Play list properties (text based element)
These properties define the text that will be displayed by your text based element. You can enter one
text item or choose to include a play list of text items that will be displayed after each other.

You can add items to your play list, edit play list items, change the sequence order of your play list items
or remove play list items again. This can be done either in the detailed view (see screen shot above) or
the list view. With the navigation buttons (at the bottom) you can navigate through your play list items.
The total duration shows the summarized duration of your play list items. The properties of a play list
item depend on the type of your element.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about managing play lis ts in general, see Working with play
lis ts .

Text based play list item

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included text item. Possible options are:
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Option Description

Text The play list item contains static text.

Text from Content Library

The play list item contains a reference to an existing text
file in the PADS content library (recommended option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

Text from File

The play list item contains a reference to an existing text
file outside the PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No Text
The play list item contains no text.

This option is used to create a pause in your play list.

Content
Contains the static text or the text file reference, depending on the chosen Type. Optionally , you can use
the browse button to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the option Text from File has
been chosen, then the file reference must contain the text file name including the full path.

Duration
The duration (in seconds) that your text will be displayed or the pause in your play list will last.

Effect
The incoming transition effect for your play list item and duration of the effect (in seconds).

Remarks

For each static text message you can enter one single line of text, but also multiple lines of text. In the lat-
ter case, make sure that you use the [Enter] key to separate multiple lines. When the text is displayed
across multiple lines in the Text input box, does not automatically mean you have entered a multiple-line
value.

For text from a text file, the Data source text conversion properties determine howmulti-line text values
will be processed.
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When using text files only references to the text files are included in your presentation, not the text itself.
As a result if your text file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.

The Play list properties will be disabled when you element is connected to a data source. In this case the
content of your element is determined by the real-time data that is delivered by the specified data
source.
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Video/sound element
Video/sound elements can be used for playback of video and/or sound files.

Most of the industry-standard video and sound file formats are supported. Several options enable you
to determine exactly how the files must be played to create a professional multimedia presentation.
Several effects can be applied to your videos to adjust the look of your videos. Video/sound elements
can be connected to an external data source to determine at real-time which video/sound files must be
played.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Alignment Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your videos.

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default duration
Properties to define the default duration for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Fading Properties to have your sounds fade in/out.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.



Page 146 of 485

Play list Definition of videos/sounds that will be played by your element.

Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Slide show options Enables you to pause and resume videos.

Speed ratio Properties to determine the playing speed of your videos.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

Volume Properties to set the volume level for videos/sounds.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the video/sound spec if ic proper ties . A detailed
descr iption of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements
can be found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Fading properties (video/sound element)
These properties determine fade in/out effects for the sound of your video/sound element.

Fading

Fade In
The period (in seconds) at the start of the played media file, during which the volume will be raised
smoothly from nothing to the defined volume level.

Fade Out
The period (in seconds) at the end of the played media file, during which the volume will be lowered
smoothly from the defined volume to nothing.

Remarks

The working of the fading properties is dependent on the volume settings of your element.
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Play list properties (video/sound element)
These properties define the videos or sounds that will be played by your video/sound element. You can
enter one video/sound or choose to include a play list of videos/sounds that will be played after each
other.

You can add items to your play list, edit play list items, change the sequence order of your play list items
or remove play list items again. This can be done either in the detailed view (see screen shot above) or
the list view. With the navigation buttons (at the bottom) you can navigate through your play list items.
The total duration shows the summarized duration of your play list items. The properties of a play list
item depend on the type of your element.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about managing play lis ts in general, see Working with play
lis ts .

Video/sound play list item

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included video/sound. Possible options are:
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Option Description

Video from Content Library

The play list item contains a reference to an existing
video/sound file in the PADS content library (recom-
mended option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

Video from File

The play list item contains a reference to an existing
video/sound file outside the PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No Picture
The play list item contains no video/sound.

This option is used to create a pause in your play list.

Content
Contains the video/sound file reference, depending on the chosen Type. Optionally , you can use the
browse button to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the optionVideo from File has been
chosen, then the file reference must contain the video/sound file name including the full path.

Clip Video
If switched on, then only the selected part of your video/sound will be played.

Start
The start (in frames) of the selected part of your video/sound.

Duration
The duration (in frames) that your clipped video/sound will be played or the duration of the pause in
your play list.

Effect
The incoming transition effect for your play list item and duration of the effect (in seconds).
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Remarks

Only references to video/sound files are included in your presentation, not the videos or sound tracks
itself. As a result if your video/sound file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during
play back.

The Play list properties will be disabled when you element is connected to a data source. In this case the
content of your element is determined by the real-time data that is delivered by the specified data
source.
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Slide show options properties (video/sound element)
These properties determine if videos need to continue or restart, the next time the same page of the
presentation is played.

Slide Show Options

Restart Video from last Position
With this option switched on the system will backup the current position of the media file that is playing
when the application switches to another page. Next time the same page of your presentation becomes
active the system will restore this position and continue playing the same media file starting from this
position.

T I P

When you have a play lis t of commerc ials , you can switch on this option to ensure that
all commerc ials wil l be played.
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Speed ratio properties (video/sound element)
These properties determine the playing speed of your media file.

Speed Ratio

Speed
Manually enter the speed ratio (as a percentage) or select one of the predefined speed ratios. With a
percentage of 100% your media file will play at normal speed.

T I P

Use this option when you want to adjust the duration of your video to the duration of
your page.
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Volume properties (video/sound element)
These properties set the volume level and balance for the sound of your media files.

Volume

Volume Level
Use the slider or manually enter the volume level for your media files.

Balance
When you have two speakers connected to the PC, then use this property to define how the sound must
be divided between the speakers.

Remarks

The volume settings will be applied to all media files that are played by your element.
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Web page element
Web page elements can be used to display web sites from the Internet or local web content.

The web page element supports the Microsoft Internet Explorer. You can use it to display any web con-
tent in the same way as it is displayed by the Internet Explorer. Interactivity of web pages can be
switched on/off or web pages can be clipped to display only a specific part of it. Optionally web pages
can be handled as screen shots to give more flexibility in certain situations. Web page elements can be
connected to an external data source to determine at real-time which web content must be displayed.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Behaviour Properties to define the (interactive) behavior of your web page element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default duration
Properties to define the default duration for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Play list Definition of web content items that will be displayed by your element.

Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.
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Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Proxy settings
Properties to specify the user authentication settings that are required for
accessing your web pages.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Refresh content Properties to set the frequency for reloading web content.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

Web page restrictions
Properties to restrict the web pages that the interactive user is allowed to
access.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the web spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr iption
of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Behaviour properties (web page element)
These properties determine the (interactive) behavior of your web page element.

Behaviour

Show Scrollbars
When switched on the web page element will automatically display scrollbars when the content doesn't
fit entirely within the boundaries of the web page element.

Show Mouse Pointer
By default the mouse pointer is hidden for web page elements. This property enables you to make the
mousepointer visible, so that users can use the mouse to scroll through the web page or click on a dis-
played hyperlink.

Screenshot Mode
When this property is switched on the web page element will make a screen shot of the web page after
loading and use the screen shot for displaying instead of the real web page.

T I P

In some s ituations its benef ic ial to use the screen shot mode. When us ing the screen
shot mode, your web pages wil l be handled as pic tures . As a result the disp lay order of
your web page element can be adjusted and the content wil l automatically scale when
the PADS Viewer has been set to automatically scale your presentations . On the other
hand dynamic content - l ike Flash animations - are not supported in screen shot mode.

Allow User Interactivity
When this property is switched on the user interaction for the displayed web page will be enabled. This
allows the user for instance to click on a hyperlink to display a linked web page. When Screenshot
Mode is switched on, this property is disabled.

Show Address Bar
Determines whether the address bar for entering web page addresses should be visible. This property
is only applicable for interactive pages.
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Remarks

The Allow User Interactivity property only allows the user to click on a hyperlink that opens a linked
web page within the same window. It is not supported to click hyperlinks that open a new (popup) win-
dow.

The Allow User Interactivity and Show Address Bar properties are intended to be used for dis-
playing interactive presentations. To prevent users from abusing these features to access the entire Inter-
net you can best use it in combination with theWeb page restrictions properties.

When you expect the content of certain web pages to cause a memory leak, using the screen shot mode
may solve the problem.
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Play list properties (web page element)
These properties define the web content that will be displayed by your web page element. You can enter
one web content item or choose to include a play list of web content items that will be displayed after
each other.

You can add items to your play list, edit play list items, change the sequence order of your play list items
or remove play list items again. This can be done either in the detailed view (see screen shot above) or
the list view. With the navigation buttons (at the bottom) you can navigate through your play list items.
The total duration shows the summarized duration of your play list items. The properties of a play list
item depend on the type of your element.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about managing play lis ts in general, see Working with play
lis ts .

Web page play list item

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included picture. Possible options are:
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Option Description

Html

The play list item contains embedded HTML content.

This option is used when you have a certain piece of
HTML content instead of an entire HTML page or web-
site.

Html from Content Library

The play list item contains a reference to an existing file
in the PADS content library, that is supported by the
web page element (recommended option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

Web Page

The play list item contains a reference to a web site on
the Internet or on your Internet. It can also be used for
references to an existing, supported files outside the
PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No Html

The play list item contains no HTML content or ref-
erence.

This option is used to create a pause in your play list.

Content

Contains straightforward HTML content, a web site url address or a HTML file reference, depending on
the chosen Type. Optionally , you can use the browse button to browse the Content Library or your file
system. If you refer to a Html file outside the PADS Content Library, then the file reference must contain
the file name including the full path.

T I P

In pr inc ip le the web page element can be used to disp lay any content that can be dis-
p layed by Microsoft Internet Explorer . This means that bes ide HTML f i les , the element
can for ins tance also be used for p layback of PowerPoint presentations or Flash f i les .
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Duration
The duration (in seconds) that your HTML content will be displayed or the pause in your play list will last.

X, Y offset
By defining an offset you can clip the web content to be displayed. The X and Y offset represent the pos-
ition (in pixels) of the web page that must be placed in the left top corner of your web page element.
Optionally you can click the button at the right to interactively clip your web content.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

Certain web s ites have content that may cause a memory leak. This can lead to problems
dur ing playback. Net Disp lay Systems cannot be held respons ib le for any consequences
of memory leaks caused by web content of any third par ty.

When using HTML files or web sites, only references to the files or web sites are included in your present-
ation, not the web content itself. As a result if the file or web site is updated, the presentation will use the
updated file or web site during play back.

The Play list properties will be disabled when you element is connected to a data source. In this case the
content of your element is determined by the real-time data that is delivered by the specified data
source.
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Proxy settings properties (web page element)
These properties enable you to specify the user authentication settings that are required for accessing
your web pages.

Proxy Settings

Requires User Authentication
Enables you to switch on/off user authentication for accessing your web content.

User ID
User name that is required to sign in to your proxy server for getting access to the web content.

Password
Password that belongs to the specified user name.
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Refresh content properties (web page element)
These properties determine how often the content of your web page element will be refreshed.

Refresh Content

Do Not Refresh the Web Page
After the initial load of your web content the content will never be refreshed.

Refresh Content every x second(s)
After the initial load of your web content the content will be reloaded each time after the specified num-
ber of seconds.

Remarks

When you have switched on Screen Shot Mode then your content will never refresh.

When your web content is reloaded running processes like videos or (Flash) animations are reset and
will restart from the beginning.

I M P O R T A N T

Certain web s ites have content that may cause a memory leak. Refreshing the web s ite
often strongly increases the memory leak. This can lead to problems dur ing playback.
Net Disp lay Systems cannot be held respons ib le for any consequences of memory leaks
caused by web content of any third par ty.
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Web page restrictions properties (web page ele-
ment)
These properties allow you to restrict the web pages that the interactive user is allowed to access. Using
web site restrictions prevent users from abusing interactive web page elements to access the entire Inter-
net.

Web Page Restrictions

Prevent unwanted Web Page Views
Switch on/off the usage of web page restriction.

Allowed Web Pages
Here you can specify a complete list of web sites that are allowed to be accessed by end users when the
web page element is interactive.

To add a web site restriction:

1. ClickAdd....

2. enter the url address of the web site you want to allow.

3. ClickOK.

To edit an existing web site restriction:

1. Select the item in the list.

2. Click Edit....
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3. Make the required changes.

4. ClickOK.

To remove an existing web site restriction:

1. Select the item in the list.

2. ClickRemove to remove it.

T I P

It's recommended to work with gener ic ur l addresses in the lis t of al lowed webs ites . For
ins tance if you would enter www.nds.eu as an allowed web s ite all sub pages of www.nd-
s .eu domain wil l be allowed. If ins tead you would enter www.nds.eu\products only the
product pages of the web s ite wil l be access ib le.
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Scrolling text element
Scrolling text elements can be used to make your presentationmore lively with ticker tapes that scrolls
across the screen.

You can determine yourself how fast and in what direction the text must scroll as well as the font and col-
ors that must be used. Various effects can be applied to adjust the look of your scrolling text. Scrolling
text elements can be connected to an external data source to scroll real-time data.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Font Properties to set the font that will be used for displaying text.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Play list Definition of text items that will be displayed by your element.

Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.

Play list separator
Properties to determine the separator that will be placed between scrolling
text items.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.
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Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Scroll direction &
speed

Properties to set the direction and speed of the scrolling process.

Scroll options Properties to determine how your text items will be scrolled.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Text alignment Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your text.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the scroll ing text spec if ic proper ties . A detailed
descr iption of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements
can be found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Data scrolling properties (scrolling text element)
When your element has been connected to a data source then these properties determine the scrolling
of real-time data. Data scrolling enables you to loop through the rows of your data source, which is
something completely else then scrolling which controls the visual process of scrolling content across
your screen.

When the scrolling text element is part of the row of a table element, then the following alternative data
scrolling options are available:

[SCREEN SHOT TO BE INSERTED]

Data Scrolling

Use Data Scrolling
Switch on/off scrolling through real-time data for your element.

Scrolling Step Size
The number of rows with which the Row property of the element must be raised, each time the data
scroll function is performed.

R E M A R K

When you place multip le elements with data scroll ing in the row of a table element you
must make sure that all elements have the same Scrol l ing Step Size value in order for
the elements to scroll in sync.

The data scrolling process will loop through all rows of your specified data source.

Number of Rows
The data scrolling process will only loop through the top rows of your data source, specified by the num-
ber of rows.

T I P

You can use the Number of Rows proper ty when you for ins tance only want to scroll
the most recent news items of a connected RSS news feed.
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Remarks

The data scrolling properties are only available when your element has been connected to a data
source.

The data that will be displayed by your element with data scrolling is always determined by the com-
bination of the Row property and the Scroll Step Size property. When e.g. the Row property has a
value of '2' then the element will start with displaying the data of row 2 (for the specified data column). If
data scrolling has been enabled and the Scroll Step Size property has been set to a value of '3' then the
next row that will be displayed is row 5. Next cycle row 8 will be displayed and so on, until the total num-
ber of available rows is reached. If this is the case the element will start over again with displaying row 2.
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Play list separator properties (scrolling text element)
Properties to determine the picture that will be placed as a separator between scrolling text items.

Default Play list Settings

Separator
Define the picture file to use as a separator. Possible options are:

Option Description

Content Library

Use a reference to an existing picture file in the PADS
content library (recommended option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

File Name

Use a reference to an existing picture file outside the
PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

Optionally , you can use the browse button to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the
option File Name has been chosen, then the file reference must contain the picture file name including
the full path.

T I P

Separators are very useful to ind icate the star t of a new scroll ing text item.
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Remarks

Only references to picture files are included in your presentation, not the pictures itself. As a result if
your picture file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.
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Scroll direction & speed properties (scrolling text ele-
ment)
These properties determine the direction and speed of the scrolling process.

Scroll Direction & Speed

Direction
Click the drop-down box and select one of the possible scroll directions.

Speed
Use the slider or manually enter how fast your text must scroll (in milliseconds per pixel).

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

The smoothness of the scroll ing process depends on your hardware and other running
processes on your PC. Lower ing the speed increases the per formance of the scroll ing
process , but smooth scroll ing under all c ir cumstances cannot always be guaranteed.

Depending on the setting of the Direction property one of the Alignment properties will be ignored.
When Right to left or Left to right has been chosen as Direction then the horizontal alignment will be
ignored. When Top to bottom or Bottom to top has been chosen then the vertical alignment will be
ignored.

IfNo scroll is chosen as Direction then the text will not scroll, but instead be displayed as static text.
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Scroll options properties (scrolling text element)
These properties determine how your text items will be scrolled.

Scroll Options

Text Scroll Options
Define how new text is offered to the scrolling text element. You have the following options:

Option Description

Line by Line

If the text contains multiple lines of text (separated by a
hard-return), then first the first line of text will be dis-
played, after this line has completely disappeared the
second line of text will be displayed, etcetera.

Directly After Previous Text
The new text will be pasted directly after the previous
text, so no blank areas will be visible between the texts.

When Previous Text is Scrolled Out
The new text will only start scrolling after the previous
text has completely disappeared.

Concatenate multiple Text Lines to one single Line
With this property switched onmultiple lines of text will be treated as one single line of text.

Show Changes in Text Immediately
When the scrolling text element has been connected to a data source and this property has been
switched on, then text changes will immediately be taken over by the scrolling text element. This means
that the current scrolling process will be aborted and the scrolling text element will start immediately
with scrolling the next text.
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Remarks

The Text Scroll Options setting Line by Line can not be used in combination with Concatenate mul-
tiple text lines to one single line, because this would cause a conflict.
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Formatted text element
Formatted text elements can be used to display the current date/time, the current page number, the
total number of pages, the total number of rows or other calculated values. Besides this the element has
largely the same properties as standard text elements.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Blinking Properties to define a blinking effect for your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Content Properties to define the calculated value to be displayed.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Font Properties to set the font that will be used for displaying text.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.
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Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Shadow Properties to display the content of your element with shadow.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Text alignment Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your text.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the formatted text spec if ic proper ties . A detailed
descr iption of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements
can be found in the Page element proper ties section.



Page 176 of 485

Content properties (formatted text element)
These properties determine the calculated value that is displayed by the formatted text element.

Content

Select the type of calculated value that you want to display. You have the following options:

Option Description

Date/Time To display the current date and/or time.

Page Number
To display the current page number of your present-
ation.

Total Number of Pages
To display the total number of pages of your present-
ation.

Page Number of Total Pages
To display both the current page and total number of
pages.



Page 177 of 485

Total Number of Data Provider Rows To display the total number of rows of a data provider.

Count Down Ticker
To display the remaining time span to a specified count-
downmoment.

Depending on the chosen type you have a number of formatting options to display the calculated value.

Date/Time formatting options

For date/time values the PADS Viewer application uses the system clock of the local PC. By default the
PADS software automatically synchronizes the system clock of each PADS Viewer PC with the system
clock of the PADS Server PC.

Prefix
Text that is placed in front of the calculated date value.

Date
Format of the calculated date value. Possible options are:

Option Description

None No calculated date value will be displayed.

Long Date
Calculated date values will be displayed with the pre-
defined Long Date format of Microsoft Windows.

Short Date
Calculated date values will be displayed with the pre-
defined Short Date format of Microsoft Windows.

Custom

Calculated date values will be displayed with your own
custom format. For possible date formatting options,
see http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/lib-
rary/az4se3k1.aspx.
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Insertion
Text that is placed between the calculated date and time value. By default a space is used as insertion
value.

Time
Format of the calculated time value. Possible options are:

Option Description

None No calculated time value will be displayed.

Long Time
Calculated time values will be displayed with the pre-
defined Long Time format of Microsoft Windows.

Short Time
Calculated time values will be displayed with the pre-
defined Short Timeformat of Microsoft Windows.

Custom

Calculated time values will be displayed with your own
custom format. For possible time formatting options,
see http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/lib-
rary/az4se3k1.aspx.

Suffix
Text that is placed behind the calculated time value.

Culture
The Windows Culture setting that will be applied to the calculated value. The culture setting determines
the result when using predefined date/time formats.

Time zone
The time zone that will be applied to the calculated value. This enables you to display date/time values of
other time zones than the local PC.

Page number formatting options

Prefix
Text that is placed in front of the calculated value.

Format
Number of characters that is used to display the calculated value.
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Suffix
Text that is placed behind the calculated value.

Total number of pages formatting options

For a description of the formatting options, see page number formatting options above.

Page number of total pages formatting options

Prefix
Text that is placed in front of the calculated page number value.

Page number
Number of characters that is used to display the calculated value.

Between
Text that is placed between the calculated page number value and the calculated total number of pages
value.

Total Pages
Number of characters that is used to display the calculated value.

Suffix
Text that is placed behind the calculated total number of pages value.

Total number of data provider rows formatting options

Choosing Total number of data provider rows as type is only applicable when the formatted text is
connected to a data source. In this case the Column and Row property of the data provider are irrel-
evant.

If you have chosen Total number of data provider rows as type then there must be at least one other
element on the page that is connected to the same data source and has it's data scrolling option
switched on. If this is not the case then the formatted text element will not show the total number of rows
of the data source, but only the number of rows that is required by the page elements.

For a description of the formatting options, see page number formatting options above.
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Count down ticker formatting options

Prefix
Text that is placed in front of the calculated count down value.

Time
Format of the calculated count down value. Possible options are:

Option Description

Long Time
Calculated time values will be displayed with the pre-
defined Long Time format of Microsoft Windows.

Short Time
Calculated time values will be displayed with the pre-
defined Short Time format of Microsoft Windows.

Custom

Calculated date values will be displayed with your own
custom format. For possible time formatting options,
see http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/lib-
rary/az4se3k1.aspx.

Suffix
Text that is placed behind the calculated count down value.

Duration
The starting point for counting down. For instance a value of 1:00:00 means that the system will count-
down starting from 1 hour.

Show next page when time reaches zero
If switched on your presentation will automatically switch to the next page when the count down has fin-
ished.

Remarks

Calculated values are calculated and inserted on a real-time basis during playback.
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Shape element
Shape elements can be used to display rectangles, squares, circles or other predefined shapes.

If required shapes can be placed at a certain angle. Shapes can be filled with a fixed color, but also a
merging of two or more colors. Several effects can be applied to change the look of the shape or to cre-
ate smooth transitions when the shape becomes visible. Shape elements can be connected to an
external data source to determine at real-time whether the shape needs to be visible or not.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Blinking Properties to define a blinking effect for your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Outline Properties to set the outline style of your shape element.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.
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Shape Properties to choose the shape of your element.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the shape spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr ip-
tion of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Outline properties (shape element)
These properties determine the outline style of your shape element.

Outline

Show
Switch on/off displaying a border around your shape.

Outline Color
Click the drop-down button to select an outline color. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is also
possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for
a complete description of all possibilities.

Outline Width
The width (in pixels) of the outline.

Remarks

An outline will always be drawn within the boundaries of a shape. So, setting an outline will not affect the
size of the shape. However it will affect the size of the internal area.
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Shape properties (shape element)
These properties determine the actual shape (rectangle, circle, ...) and shape style of your shape ele-
ment.

Shape

Shape
Click the drop-down button and select one of the predefined shapes.

Fill Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color that will be used to fill your shape. You can simply select a
fixed color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See
Using the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

T I P

By making the Fi l l Color of your shape transparent, you create a nice framework that
can be used to place in front of other page elements l ike videos.

Background Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color that will be used to fill the background around your shape.
You can simply select a fixed color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a tex-
ture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.
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Line element
Line elements can be used to display lines or arrows.

Lines can be placed horizontally, vertically but also at any possible angle. Lines can have a fixed color or
a merging of two or more colors. Several effects can be applied to create smooth transitions when the
line becomes visible. Line elements can be connected to an external data source to determine at real-
time whether the line needs to be visible or not.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Blinking Properties to define a blinking effect for your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Line Properties to set the line color, line thickness and line style.

Position Properties to determine the position of your line within the page.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.



Page 186 of 485

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the line spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr iption
of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Line properties (line element)
These properties set the line color, line thickness and line style.

Line

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color that will be used as drawing color for your line. You can
simply select a fixed color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a
pattern. See Using the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Width
The width (in pixels) of the line.

Line Style
Click the drop-down box and select the drawing style of the line.

Line Caps
Click the Start or End drop-down box and select the drawing style for the begin or end of the line.
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Position properties (line element)
These properties determine the position of your line within the page.

Position

Left
The horizontal position (in pixels) of the leftmost point of your line.

Right
The horizontal position (in pixels) of the rightmost point of your line.

Top
The vertical position (in pixels) of the topmost point of your line.

Bottom
The vertical position (in pixels) of the bottommost point of your line.

Remarks

If Snap to grid has been enabled, you can use the position properties to enter positions that are not on
the grid.

The position properties are automatically adjusted when your element is moved on the page with the
mouse or by using arrow keys, when your element is pasted or when one of the formatting functions is
called for your element.
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Chart element
Chart elements can be used to graphically present real-time data.

This can be done with a bar chart, line chart, pie chart or one of the many other included 2D or 3D chart
types. Chart elements must always be connected to an external data source in order to display data.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Axes Properties of the X-axis, Y-axis and Z-axis.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Chart Properties that determine the layout of the displayed chart in general.

Chart position & size
Properties to determine the position and size of the displayed chart within
the chart element.

Data Series
Definition of the data that is displayed by the chart and how it will be dis-
played.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Legend Properties to define the legend of the displayed chart.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.
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Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

Watermark Properties to add a watermark image to the displayed chart.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the char t spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr ip-
tion of the common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Axes properties(chart element)
These properties determine the visibility and style of the X-axis, Y-axis and Z-axis of the displayed chart.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Axis Properties to determine the layout and visibility of the axis in general.

Labels Properties to add labels to the axis of your chart.

Grid lines Properties to add grid lines to the axis of your chart.
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Axis properties (chart element)
Properties to determine the layout and visibility of the axis in general.

X-Axis

Title
The text string that will be displayed along the axis.

Show X-Axis
Switches on/off the visibility of the axis.

Show Secondary X-Axis
Switches on/off the visibility of a second axis on the opposite side of the chart.

Show X-Axis Margins
If this property is switched on thenmargins will be added between the minimum/maximum data value of
the axis and the start/end of the axis.

Remarks

All of the above properties described for the X-axis are also available for the Y-axis and Z-axis of the
chart.
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Axis labels properties (chart element)
Delete this text and replace it with your own content.

Labels

Font
The text box shows the current font and font style of the axis labels. To change the font click the button
right to the text box, which shows the font dialog box.

Automatic Label Mode
The system automatically determines the amount of labels that will fit on the axis and automatically dis-
play and position these labels.

Manual Label Mode
Youmanually decide the amount and positioning of labels.

Angle
The angle (in degrees) at which the labels will be positioned, compared to the axis.

Interval
The interval (in pixels) between two consecutive labels.

Axis Minimum Value
The minimum value of the axis to which a label will be assigned.

Axis Maximum Value
The maximum value of the axis to which a label will be assigned.
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Data Provider

Show Data Provider Content on Axis
Switches on/off the provision of labels by a data provider.

Data Provider
A data provider represents a connection to a data source. This can be a table, query or stored pro-
cedure, an XML file, an RSS feed on the Internet or any other source you can imagine that can provide
data. Data providers are defined at presentation level making them available to all elements of your
presentation. You can define a new data provider on the fly by clicking the button on the right part of the
displayed drop-down box. See Working with data providers for more information about data pro-
viders.

Column
Once you have selected a valid data provider you can select the column of the data provider that you
want to bind to the element.

Remarks

All of the above properties described for the X-axis are also available for the Y-axis and Z-axis of the
chart.
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Axis grid lines properties (chart element)
these properties determine the visibility and style of the axes of the displayed chart.

Grid Lines

Show Major Grid Lines
Switches on/off the display of grid lines for the most important values on the axis.

Show Minor Grid Lines
Switches on/off the display of grid lines for the less important values on the axis.

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color for the grid lines. You can simply select a fixed color, but it
is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color
picker for a complete description of all possibilities

Width
The thickness (in pixels) of the grid lines.

Interval
The interval (in pixels) between two consecutive grid lines.

Remarks

All of the above properties described for the X-axis are also available for the Y-axis and Z-axis of the
chart.
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Chart properties (chart element)
These properties determine the general layout of the displayed chart.

Title
The text that will be displayed above the displayed chart. Use the alignment buttons to adjust the hori-
zontal aligment.

Font
The text box shows the current font and font style of the chart title. To change the font click the button
right to the text box, which shows the font dialog box.

2D Chart
The real-time data will be displayed by a 2 dimensional chart.

3D Chart
The real-time data will be displayed by a 3 dimensional chart.

Light Source
The light pattern that will be applied to the 3 dimensional chart.

Chart Background Color
Click the drop-down button to select a background color. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is
also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color
picker for a complete description of all possibilities.
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Chart Depth
The chart depth identifies a viewing point for displaying the 3 dimensional chart.

Horizontal Rotation
Rotation around the X,Y axis of the displayed 3 dimensional chart.

Vertical Rotation
Rotation around the X,Z axis of the displayed 3 dimensional chart.

Perspective View
Enables you to adjust the angle at which the 3 dimensional chart will be displayed.

Angle
The perspective view angle (in degrees) that will be used to display the 3 dimensional chart.
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Chart position & size properties (chart element)
These properties determine the position and size of the displayed chart within your chart element.

Position and Size

Automatic
The chart is automatically positioned and sized within the area of the chart element.

Manual
The Left, Top,Width and Height setting are used to position and size the chart within the area of the
chart element.

Left
The horizontal position (as a percentage of the total width) where the display area of the chart will start.

Top
The vertical position (as a percentage of the total height) where the display area of the chart will start.

Width
The horizontal position (as a percentage of the total width) where the display area of the chart will end.

Height
The vertical position (as a percentage of the total height) where the display area of the chart will end.
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Data series (chart element)
Data series define the data and representation of this data in your chart. Besides a connection to the
data source with real-time data, data series contain the definition of the chart type, labels, colors, style
settings and various other options. Usually you will work with one data series, but optionally you can use
your chart to display multiple data series.

To add a new data series

1. Go to the Data Series section in the Chart properties window.
2. ClickAdd...
3. Follow the instructions in the wizard to specify the properties of the data series.
4. Click Finish at the end of the wizard to add the data series.

To modify an existing data series, select the item in the list of data series and click Edit.... To remove a
data series clickRemove. To make an exact copy of a data series clickDuplicate.

The sequence order of the items in de list of data series determine how the data series will be displayed
in the chart. To adjust the sequence order, you can use theMove Up orMove Down button.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Chart type
Properties to determine the 2D or 3D type of chart to display the values of
your data series.

Data provider
Properties to connect your data series to an external data source to feed it
with real-time content.

Options Properties to set various options for your data series.

Style Properties to define the style settings of your data series.

Labels Properties to add labels to your data series.

Colors Properties to set the colors of your data series.
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Data series - Chart type properties (chart element)
The chart type properties in the data series wizard determine the kind of chart that will be used to dis-
play the data of your series.

Chart

Chart Type
Select one of the possible chart types in the list. When selecting a chart type, the preview will give you an
impression about the look of the results.

Visible Serie
Switch on/off the visibility of the series in your chart.

Serie Name
A unique name to identify the series in the list of series.
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Serie Legend Title
A descriptive text to identify the series in the legend of your chart.
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Data series - Data provider properties (chart ele-
ment)
The data provider properties in the data series wizard determine the connection of your data series to
an external data source to feed your series with real-time data.

Data Provider

Select Data Provider
A data provider represents a connection to a data source. This can be a table, query or stored pro-
cedure, an XML file, an RSS feed on the Internet or any other source you can imagine that can provide
data. Data providers are defined at presentation level making them available to all elements of your
presentation. You can define a new data provider on the fly by clicking the button on the right part of the
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displayed drop-down box. See Working with data providers for more information about data pro-
viders.

Columns

Data Column
Once you have selected a valid data provider you can select the column of the data provider that you
want to bind to the data series for delivering the chart data.

Label Column
Optionally you can select here the column of the data provider that you want to bind to the data series
for delivering the labels that belong to the data of your series.

Bubble Columns

If you have chosen Bubble as Chart Type then you have the following additional column options:
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Bubble Size Column
Select here the column of the data provider that you want to bind to the data series for delivering the
bubble sizes of your series.

Stock Columns

If you have chosen Stock as Chart Type then you have the following additional column options:

High Column
Select here the column of the data provider that you want to bind to the data series for delivering the
highest stock values of your series.

Low Column
Select here the column of the data provider that you want to bind to the data series for delivering the
lowest stock values of your series.
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Open Column
Select here the column of the data provider that you want to bind to the data series for delivering the
opening stock values of your series.

Close Column
Select here the column of the data provider that you want to bind to the data series for delivering the
closing stock values of your series.
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Data series - Options properties (chart element)
The options properties in the data series wizard enables you to set various chart type dependent
options for your data series.

Options

Depending on the Chart Type that you have chosen you have some options for your chart as listed
below.

Bar options

Style
Select one of the available styles for your bars.
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Bar Width
The width (as a percentage in relation to the chart) of your bars.

Group with Serie
Enables you to combine the data when you have multiple data series.

Pie options

Style
Select one of the available styles for your pie.

Dougnut size
The size (as a percentage in relation to the chart) of your pie.
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Bubble options

Maximum bubble size
The maximum size (as a percentage in relation to the chart) of your bubbles.
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Stock options

Price Up Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color to indicate an increase of the stock value. You can simply
select a fixed color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pat-
tern. See Using the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Price Down Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color to indicate a decrease of the stock value. You can simply
select a fixed color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pat-
tern. See Using the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.
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Data series - Style properties (chart element)
The style properties in the data series wizard determine the style of your data series.

Marker

Depending on the Chart Type that you have chosen you have some marker style settings as described
below.

Use Predefined Marker
Use markers as defined by the settings below.

Marker
Select one of the available shapes for the markers.
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Marker Size
The size (in pixels) of the markers.

Border Width
The border thickness (in pixels) of the markers.

Marker Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color for the markers. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is
also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color
picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Marker Border Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color for the border of the markers. You can simply select a fixed
color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using
the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Use Image as Marker
Use a picture as marker. Enter the picture file name including the full path. Optionally, you can use the
browse button to browse your file system.

Remarks

Only references to picture files are included in your presentation, not the pictures itself. As a result if
your picture file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.
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Data series - Labels properties (chart element)
The labels properties in the data series wizard determine the labels of the data items in your data series.

Labels

Show Datapoint Labels
Switch on/off the visibility of labels for the data items of your data series.

Style

Font
The text box shows the current font and font style used for labels. To change the font click the button
right to the text box, which shows the font dialog box.
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Label Color
Click the drop-down button to select a font color for the labels. You can simply select a fixed color, but it
is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color
picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Background Color
Click the drop-down button to select a background color for the labels. You can simply select a fixed
color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using
the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Position
Select one of the predefined options for the position of your labels within your chart. When you choose
the optionAutomatic the chart will automatically determine the most optimal position for your labels.

Label Interval
The interval (in pixels) between two consecutive labels.

Content
Choose whether you only want to include labels or also want to display values together with the labels..

Value Format
If you have chosen to include values, then select one the predefined formats for displaying the values.

Label Format
If you have chosen to include labels, then select one of the predefined formats for displaying the labels.

Border

Show Label Border
Switch on/off the drawing of a border around the labels.

Width
The thickness (in pixels) of the border.

Border Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color for the border. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is
also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color
picker for a complete description of all possibilities.
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Data series - Color properties (chart element)
The color properties in the data series wizard determine the colors that will be used to display the data
of your series.

Colors

Predefined Color by Serie
The system will automatically determine the color that will be used for your series. If you have multiple
series the system will automatically use a different color for each series.

Custom Color by Serie
Choose your own color for your series. If you have multiple series you have to ensure yourself that each
series will have a different color.
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Click the drop-down button to select a color for the series. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is
also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color
picker or a complete description of all possibilities.

Custom Color by Datapoint
Choose your own colors for the data items of your series. You can compose your own collection of cus-
tom colors which will be assigned by the system to the data items of your data series.
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Legend properties (chart element)
These properties determine the legend of the displayed chart. A legend explains for each data series
how it can be recognized in the displayed chart.

Legend

Show Legend
Switch on/off the inclusion of a legend.

Position
Click one of the predefined options to choose the position of the legend within the chart area.

Show Backplane
Switch on/off the display of a frame for the legend.

Background Color
Click the drop-down button to select a background color for the legend frame. You can simply select a
fixed color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See
Using the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Border Color
Click the drop-down button to select a border color for the legend frame. You can simply select a fixed
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color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using
the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Border Width
The width (in pixels) of the border of the legend frame.

Font

Style
The text box shows the current font and font style of the legend items. To change the font click the but-
ton right to the text box, which shows the font dialog box.

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a font color for the legend items. You can simply select a fixed
color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using
the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Shadow
Click the drop-down button to select a shadow color for the legend items. You can simply select a fixed
color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using
the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Shadow Depth
The distance (in pixels) between the legend item and the end of the shadow.

Header

Text
The title that will be displayed in the legend frame.

Font
The text box shows the current font and font style of the legend title. To change the font click the button
right to the text box, which shows the font dialog box.

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a font color for the legend title. You can simply select a fixed color,
but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the
color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.
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Watermark properties (chart element)
These properties enable you to add a watermark image to your chart.

Watermark Image

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included picture. Possible options are:

Option Description

Picture from Content Library

The watermark image contains a reference to an exist-
ing picture file in the PADS content library (recom-
mended option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

Picture from File

The watermark image contains a reference to an exist-
ing picture file outside the PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No Picture No picture will be included as watermark image.

Content
Contains the picture file reference, depending on the chosen Type. Optionally , you can use the browse
button to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the option Picture from File has been
chosen, then the file reference must contain the picture file name including the full path.

Stretch
When this option is switched on, the watermark image is automatically resized to fit exactly within the
boundaries of your chart. If this option is switched off, the content will be displayed at its original size.
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This means that the content will not cover the entire background of the chart when it is smaller than the
size of your chart or will be clipped when it is larger than your chart.

Remarks

Only references to picture files are included in your presentation, not the pictures itself. As a result if
your picture file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.
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Table element
Table elements can be used to easily display multiple rows of data, like an overview of departing flights
at an airport.

Not only does the table element save you a lot of time because you don't have to place each individual
page element on your page design, it also offers a lot of specific features that are not offered by other
page elements. The table element can determine automatically howmany rows must be displayed, the
height of the displayed header, rows and footer can be determined automatically, rows can be
grouped, separators can be displayed between rows and you can have non-scrolling rows. These are
just a few examples of the many features the table element has to offer.

The key properties of the table element are the header, body and footer. Together these items determ-
ine the layout of your table and the real-time data that is displayed.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Content
Properties to setup the layout of the header, body and footer of the table
element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Row style Properties to set row specific style options for the table element.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.
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Scroll options Properties to determine the data scroll settings of the table element.

Separators Definition of conditional separators between rows.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Transition effect Properties to set the incoming transition effect for the element.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the table spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr iption
of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Content properties (table element)
The key properties of the table element are the header, body and footer. Together these items determ-
ine the layout of your table and the real-time data that is displayed.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Header Properties to define the header of your table element.

Body Properties to define the row and background of your table element.

Row Properties to define the row as part of the body of your table element.

Grouping by elements
Properties to apply grouping when displaying the rows of your table ele-
ment.

Background
Properties to define the background as part of the body of your table ele-
ment.

Footer Properties to define the footer of your table element.
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Header properties (table element)
These properties determine the header of your table element. The header is the topmost area of the
table element and mostly used to display information like a general title, column headers or the current
date/time.

Header

Show Header
Switch on/off the visibility of the header for the table.

Edit
Enables you to define the content of the header section.

To edit the header content:

1. Click Edit to open the Edit Header window.

2. Design the header section by adding page elements and setting properties.

3. On the Filemenu, click Close.

4. Click Yes to confirm that you want to save the changes.

5. ClickOK or Apply in the table properties window to make the changes effective for your present-
ation.
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Automatic Shrink/Grow
If this property is switched on then the height of the header is automatically adjusted to the size of the
header content.

Remarks

When clicking Edit to specify the content of the header you have almost the same unlimited functionality
as when creating a normal page. You can include elements of almost any type (except other table ele-
ments) and it is even possible to use data providers for your header elements.

The Page properties are replaced byHeader properties. Here you can set the background color and
the height (in pixels) of the header. The width of the header is automatically determined by theWidth of
the table element.

The Automatic Shrink/Grow property automatically determines the height of the header. This works as
follows: Some elements of the header can have a size that can vary, because their Automatic size prop-
erty has been set. Elements can also be resized or made invisible, because a certain element rule
becomes active.

When the Automatic Shrink/Grow property is switched on, the system 'looks' at the height of the bot-
tommost element of the header. If this element is resized or becomes invisible then the header height is
adjusted accordingly and the system and repeats the process for the element that becomes the bot-
tommost element in the new situation.

If an element that is not the bottommost element is resized or becomes invisible, then the height of the
header is not adjusted.

If all elements of the header become invisible, then the complete header is made invisible.

The Automatic Shrink/Grow property of the header will have effects on the size of other parts of the
table element. How this works depends on the Height property of the body of the table element.
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Body properties (table element)
These properties determine the layout of the body of your table. The body is the area between the
header and the footer. The body is used to display as many rows as will fit in the body area. Optionally
you can define a separate background for the body.

Rows

Edit
Enables you to define the content of one row that will be displayed multiple times in the body of the
table element.
For more details see Row properties.

Height
Enables you to define how the height of the body of the table element must be set. You have the fol-
lowing options:

Option Description

Fixed Height
The height of the body is set to a fixed value, which is
not adjusted by the system.

Top Shrink/Grow
Depending on the size of the header and/or footer, the
top of the body is adjusted. The bottom position of the
body will remain the same under all circumstances.

Bottom Shrink/Grow
Depending on the size of the header and/or footer, the
bottom of the body is adjusted. The top position of the
body will remain the same under all circumstances.

Split into 2 columns
If this property is switched on then the table element will automatically split up the width of the table ele-
ment into two parts to display two columns of data.
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T I P

When you only have a limited amount of information to be disp layed per row, us ing 2
columns can help you to make optimal use of the availab le space on your d isp lays .

When you use two columns you have to make sure that the elements in the row definition of your table
do not take more space than half the width of the table element.

Background

Edit
Enables you to define the background of the body of the table element. For more details see Back-
ground properties.

Remarks

If you have set to use a Fixed Height and the Automatic Shrink/Grow property of the header has
been switched on then as a result the entire body (and maybe the footer) is moved when the content of
the table header changes.
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Row properties (table element)
The row properties determines the layout and real-time data that will be displayed for one row of your
table element. This row is automatically repeated by the table element and displayed as many times as
fits within the body part of the table element.

To edit the row content

1. Click Edit to open the Edit Rowwindow.

2. Design the row section by adding page elements and setting properties.

3. On the Filemenu, click Close.

4. Click Yes to confirm that you want to save the changes.

5. ClickOK or Apply in the table properties window to make the changes effective for your present-
ation.
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Remarks

When clicking Edit to specify the row definition you have almost the same unlimited functionality as when
creating a normal page. You can include elements of almost any type (except other table elements). You
can align all elements to create exactly one horizontal line, but you can also place your elements so that
it will take two lines. You can connect elements to a data source to display real-time data.

I M P O R T A N T

In order for all row elements of your table to scroll cor rectly through your data and in
sync, for each element in your row Play entire play l ist must beswitched off and
Scrol l using page data refresh interval must beswitch on.

The Page properties are replaced by Row properties. Here you can set the Height of the row. This is
the maximum height and will be adjusted by the system when certain row elements become invisible.
The width of the row is automatically determined by the table element. You can also define the elements
you want to group by. See Grouping by elements for more details.

With the row definition you define the first row of the table element. This means that when including ele-
ments that are connected to a data source, youmust the Row property for these elements to the value
'1' (unless you have a special reason to choose another value). This Row property is automatically
raised by the system for additional rows that will be displayed.

Elements that are not connected to a data source will display the same information for all rows in the
table.

The row definition has built-in support for scrolling of data. In this way the table element can still display
all information to the user, when there is more information available than the number of rows that can
be displayed. To enable scrolling youmust switch on data scrolling for each element in your row defin-
ition that you want to participate in the scrolling process. You can define the number of rows that must
not scroll by setting the Don't scroll the first x rows property of the table element.

It is allowed to use multiple data providers in your row definition. However, in this case youmust be
aware of the fact that for each element the Row property will be raised for additional rows.

T I P

With some applications it's a good idea to create a row that uses one or two lines ,
depending on the s ituation. This can be used for ins tance at an airpor t to d isp lay a
second line with route information. If there is no route information this second line
must not be disp layed and the height of the row must be adjusted accord ingly.

To accomplish this you must inc lude all elements that are poss ib ly d isp layed in your
row def in ition. Next you must def ine one or more element rules to make sure that cer-
tain elements are made invis ib le when there is no data availab le.

The height of the row wil l be automatically adjusted by the system when the bottommost
element becomes invis ib le or is res ized, s imilar to the working of the Automatic
Shrink/Grow proper ty of the header and footer of the table element.
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Grouping by elements properties (table element)
The grouping by properties enable you to group the rows of a table element. This means that when you
have two successive rows in your table that display the same value for a certain element, that this value is
only displayed in the first row.

To define group by elements for an existing table element

1. Go to the Row properties section of the Table properties window.

2. Click Edit to go to the Row definition.

3. ClickGroup By in the Group By section on the Home tab of the ribbon bar.

4. Select the elements to group by.

5. Optionally clickMove Up and/orMove Down to change the grouping order.

6. ClickOK to confirm the group settings.
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7. On the Filemenu, click Close.

8. Click Yes to confirm that you want to save the changes.

9. ClickOK or Apply to make the changed effective for your presentation.

Remarks

In the list of Group by elements all elements that are part of the row definition are displayed. The-
oretically all elements of the row definition are candidates for grouping, but practically text elements
and picture elements are the most appropriate to be used for grouping.

When you have defined multiple group by elements, then the system first 'looks' at the first group by ele-
ment. If the value of this item is the same as the corresponding value of the previous row, then the value
is not displayed. Only in this case the system continues with the second group by element and so on,
until all group by elements are processed or until a group by elements contains a value that differs from
the previous row value.

You can define an unlimited number of group by elements.
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Background properties (table element)
The background definition determines the background of the body of a table element. In front of this
background the rows will be displayed.

To edit the background content

1. Click Edit to open the Edit Background window.

2. Design the background section by adding page elements and setting properties.

3. On the Filemenu, click Close.

4. Click Yes to confirm that you want to save the changes.
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5. ClickOK or Apply in the table properties window to make the changes effective for your present-
ation.

Remarks

When clicking Edit to specify the background definition you have almost the same unlimited functionality
as when creating a normal page. You can include elements of almost any type (except other table ele-
ments).

The Page properties are replaced by Background properties. Here you can set the background color
of the background. The width and height of the background are automatically determined by the table
element.

The rows of the table element will be displayed in front of the defined background. Which parts of the
background will remain visible depends on the row definition and the Even/odd rows properties of the
table element.
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Footer properties (table element)
These properties determine the footer of the table element. The footer is the bottommost area of the
table element and mostly used to display information like a special remark or the current date/time.

Footer

Show Footer
Switch on/off the visibility of the footer for the table.

Edit
Enables you to define the content of the footer section.

To edit the footer content:

1. Click Edit to open the Edit Footer window.

2. Design the footer section by adding page elements and setting properties.

3. On the Filemenu, click Close.

4. Click Yes to confirm that you want to save the changes.

5. ClickOK or Apply in the table properties window to make the changes effective for your present-
ation.
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Automatic Shrink/Grow
If this property is switched on then the height of the footer is automatically adjusted to the size of the
footer content.

T I P

By us ing a combination of Automatic Shrink/Grow and element rules to determine the
vis ib i l ity of the page elements in your footer you can dynamically make your footer
appear in spec if ic s ituations . If there is no footer information the footer wil l d isappear
again creating more space to disp lay the row information.

Remarks

When clicking Edit to specify the content of the footer you have almost the same unlimited functionality
as when creating a normal page. You can include elements of almost any type (except other table ele-
ments) and it is even possible to use data providers for your footer elements.

The Page properties are replaced by Footer properties. Here you can set the background color and
the height (in pixels) of the footer. The width of the footer is automatically determined by theWidth of
the table element.

The Automatic Shrink/Grow property automatically determines the height of the footer. This works as
follows: Some elements of the footer can have a size that can vary, because their Automatic size prop-
erty has been set. Elements can also be resized or made invisible, because a certain element rule
becomes active.

When the Automatic Shrink/Grow property is switched on, the system 'looks' at the height of the bot-
tommost element of the footer. If this element is resized or becomes invisible then the footer height is
adjusted accordingly and the system repeats this process for the element that becomes the bot-
tommost element in the new situation.

If an element that is not the bottommost element is resized or becomes invisible, then the height of the
footer is not adjusted.

If all elements of the footer become invisible, then the complete footer is made invisible.
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Row style properties (table element)
These properties set row specific style options for your table element.

Rows

Use different Background Colors for Even and Odd Rows
If this property is switched on then the rows of the table will be displayed with the specified Even Color
as background color for the even rows and the specified Odd Color as background color for the odd
rows.

If this property is switched off then the background of the rows is displayed transparently. In this case
the background for the rows is determined by the background definition of the body.

Using different colors increases the readability of the displayed information.

When using different background colors for even and odd rows then the colors are automatically adjus-
ted to the size of the displayed rows. If in a certain situation a row uses two lines instead of one line then
both lines will be displayed with the same background color.

Even Row Color
Click the drop-down button to select a background color for even rows. You can simply select a fixed
color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using
the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Odd Row Color
Click the drop-down button to select a background color for odd rows. You can simply select a fixed
color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using
the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Margins

In order to make the background definition of the body visible between the rows and between the row
and the table borders you can reduce the size of the rows by using margins.

Left
The margin (in pixels) between the left side of the table element and the left side of the row.
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Top
The margin (in pixels) between the top side of the row and the previous row.

Right
The margin (in pixels) between the right side of the table element and the right side of the row.

Bottom
The margin (in pixels) between the bottom side of the row and the next row.
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Scroll options properties (table element)
These properties determine the number of non-scrolling rows for the table element and the way data
scrolling is handled. Scrolling enables you to display all data to the user whenmore data is available
then there are rows in the table.

Scroll Options

Scroll Data once and Show the Next Page
If scrolling is enabled and this option is switched on then the table element will scroll until all data rows
has been displayed exactly one time to the user. After this the presentation will automatically switch over
to the next page of your presentation.

T I P

Use Scrol l Data once and Show Next Page when you don't know in advance how
many rows of data wil l be availab le, but you want to make sure that all data is d isp layed
to the user and nothing more or less .

Don't Scroll the first x Rows
The number of rows that will not be included for scrolling when scrolling is enabled to display all data to
the user.

Use Don't Scroll the first x Rows when you want to make sure that certain information will always be
visible to the user. For instance at an airport, you can set the first five rows not to scroll, because these
rows display crucial information about flights that will leave in the very near future. The other rows can
be used to scroll through the other flights of the day, which information is less critical.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

To have the rows in your table scrolled, you must switch on data scroll ing for each indi-
vidual page element in the row def in ition of the table element that you want to scroll.
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Separators properties (table element)
The separator definition determines the displaying of separators between rows. A separator is dis-
played between two rows when the separator condition is met. This can be used for instance to indicate
the beginning of a next day.

Separator

To set/adjust the definition of a separator:

1. ClickAdd... Or Edit... to set/modify the separator.

2. Specify the condition (if clause) that must be met to display the separator. For more information
about the working of the rule editor window, see Working with rules.

3. Click Show Separator (then clause) to go to the separator definition window.

4. Design the separator by adding page elements and setting properties.

5. On the Filemenu, click Close.

6. Click Yes to confirm that you want to save the changes.
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7. ClickOK to return to the table properties window.

8. ClickOK or Apply to make the changes effective for your presentation.

The system can apply only one separator at the same time. To decide which separator needs to be
applied the defined separators are checked in the displayed sequence order. As soon as one of the sep-
arator conditions is valid, this separator will be applied. To change the sequence order of the displayed
separators, use theMove Up andMove Down buttons.

To remove an existing separator, clickRemove.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When spec ifying the condition (if c lause) for the separator , you are actually spec ifying
the s ituation for the f irs t row of the table element. This means that for ins tance when
you choose Data as value for your condition and select a Data provider, Column and
Row, that you must choose the value '1' for the Row proper ty (unless you have a spe-
c ial reason to choose another value). The reason for this is that in most s ituations the
Row proper ty of the separator condition must correspond with the Row proper ty of the
row def in ition. This Row proper ty is automatically raised by the system for conditions
that apply to other rows.

When clicking Show Separator to specify the separator definition you have almost the same unlimited
functionality as when creating a normal page. You can include elements of almost any type (except other
table elements). You can align all elements to create exactly one horizontal line, but you can also place
your elements so that it will take two lines. You can connect elements to a data source to display real-
time data.

The Page properties are replaced by Separator properties. Here you can set the Height of the sep-
arator. This is the maximum height and will be adjusted by the system when certain separator elements
become invisible. The width of the separator is automatically determined by the table element.
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Flash player element
Flash player elements can be used to include Flash content in your presentation. Several options enable
you to define how the Flash content must be played. Flash elements can be connected to an external
data source to determine at real-time which Flash files must be played.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Interactivity Properties to enable interactivity on the Flash content of your element.

Play list Definition of Flash content that will be displayed by your element.

Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.
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Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

Zoom level Properties to zoom and clip the Flash content of your element.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the Flash spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr ip-
tion of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Interactivity properties (flash player element)
These properties allow you to enable interactivity on the flash content of your Flash element.

User Interactivity

Allow User interactivity
Enable/disable user interaction for Flash content. This allows the user for instance to click on hyperlinks
or interactive buttons that are part of the Flash content.
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Play list properties (flash player element)
These properties define the Flash content that will be played by your Flash player element. You can enter
one Flash file or choose to include a play list of Flash files that will be played after each other.

You can add items to your play list, edit play list items, change the sequence order of your play list items
or remove play list items again. This can be done either in the detailed view (see screen shot above) or
the list view. With the navigation buttons (at the bottom) you can navigate through your play list items.
The total duration shows the summarized duration of your play list items. The properties of a play list
item depend on the type of your element.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about managing play lis ts in general, see Working with play
lis ts .

Flash play list item

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included Flash file. Possible options are:

Option Description
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Flash from Content Library

The play list item contains a reference to an existing
Flash file in the PADS content library (recommended
option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

Flash from File

The play list item contains a reference to an existing
Flash file outside the PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No Flash
The play list item contains no Flash file.

This option is used to create a pause in your play list.

Content
Contains the Flash file reference, depending on the chosen Type. Optionally , you can use the browse
button to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the option Flash from File has been chosen,
then the file reference must contain the Flash file name including the full path.

Duration
The duration (in seconds) that your Flash content will be displayed or the pause in your play list will last.

Remarks

Only references to Flash files are included in your presentation, not the Flash content itself. As a result if
your Flash file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.

The Play list properties will be disabled when you element is connected to a data source. In this case the
content of your element is determined by the real-time data that is delivered by the specified data
source.
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Zoom level properties (flash player element)
These properties enable you to zoom and clip the content of your element.

Zoom Level

Zoom
Use the slider or manually enter the zoom level (as a percentage).

Offset
By defining an offset you can clip the Flash content to be displayed. The Left and Top offset represent
the position (in pixels) of the Flash content that must be placed in the left top corner of your Flash player
element.
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PDF document reader element
PDF document reader elements can be used to include PDF content in your presentation.

PDF documents can be displayed with their original size or automatically resized to fit exactly into your
page design. Optionally you can scroll with a predefined duration through a selection of pages of your
PDF document. Several effects can be applied to adjust the look of the PDF document or to create
smooth transitions when the content changes. PDF elements can be connected to an external data
source to determine at real-time which PDF documents must be displayed.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Alignment
Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment for the content of
your element.

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default duration
Properties to define the default duration for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Play list Definition of PDF content that will be displayed by your element.

Play list options Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
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played.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the PDF spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr iption
of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Play list properties (PDF document reader element)
These properties define the PDF documents that will be displayed by your PDF document reader ele-
ment. You can enter one PDF file or choose to include a play list of PDF files that will be displayed after
each other.

You can add items to your play list, edit play list items, change the sequence order of your play list items
or remove play list items again. This can be done either in the detailed view (see screen shot above) or
the list view. With the navigation buttons (at the bottom) you can navigate through your play list items.
The total duration shows the summarized duration of your play list items. The properties of a play list
item depend on the type of your element.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about managing play lis ts in general, see Working with play
lis ts .
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PDF play list item

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included PDF document. Possible options are:

Option Description

PDF from Content Library

The play list item contains a reference to an existing PDF
file in the PADS content library (recommended option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

PDF from File

The play list item contains a reference to an existing PDF
file outside the PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No PDF
The play list item contains no PDF.

This option is used to create a pause in your play list.

Content
Contains the PDF file reference, depending on the chosen Type. Optionally , you can use the browse but-
ton to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the option PDF from File has been chosen, then
the file reference must contain the picture file name including the full path.

Duration
The duration (in seconds) that your PDF content will be displayed or the pause in your play list will last.

I M P O R T A N T

The Duration proper ty sets the duration of 1 page of your PDF document. So in order to
calculate the total duration of your PDF p lay lis t item, you have to multip ly the duration
by the number of pages that wil l be disp layed.

Effect
The incoming transition effect for your play list item and duration of the effect (in seconds).

Clip Document
If switched on, then only the selected pages of your PDF file will be displayed.
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First Page
The page number of the first selected page of your PDF document.

Last Page
The last number of the last selected page of your PDF document.

Remarks

Only references to PDF files are included in your presentation, not the PDF files itself. As a result if your
PDF file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.

The Play list properties will be disabled when you element is connected to a data source. In this case the
content of your element is determined by the real-time data that is delivered by the specified data
source.
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Zone viewer element
Zone viewer elements can be used to include an area (=zone) on your page that will be controlled by its
own content scheduling mechanism.

Zone viewers are identified by a zone viewer name and treated by the PADS system as destinations, sim-
ilar to 'normal' viewers. This means that end users who have the right permissions can use the PADS
Scheduler application to schedule content for zone viewers. However, when and where the zone viewer
will be visible is controlled by the presentation that the zone viewer is part of.

T I P

Zone Viewers are the ideal solution to give a group of end users l imited access to a par t
of your d isp lay or presentation, while as an adminis trator user you stay in full control.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Shadow Properties to display the content of your element with shadow.
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Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

Zone Viewer Properties to identify the zone viewer within your PADS system.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the zone viewer spec if ic proper ties . A detailed
descr iption of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements
can be found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Zone viewer properties (zone viewer element)
These properties determine the identification of your zone viewer as a destination within the PADS sys-
tem. During playback the zone viewer will play the presentations that have been scheduled for this des-
tination.

Manual Zone Viewer Name
Enter the Viewer Name that will be used by the PADS system to identify the zone viewer as a destination.

Zone Viewer Name provided by Data Provider
The specified data source will provide the PADS system with a valid Viewer Name for the Zone Viewer.

Data Provider
A data provider represents a connection to a data source. This can be a table, query or stored pro-
cedure, an XML file, an RSS feed on the Internet or any other source you can imagine that can provide
data. Data providers are defined at presentation level making them available to all elements of your
presentation. You can define a new data provider on the fly by clicking the button on the right part of the
displayed drop-down box. See Working with data providers for more information about data pro-
viders.

Column
Once you have selected a valid data provider you can select the column of the data provider that you
want to bind to the element.

Row
The row of the data provider that you want to bind to the element.

Remarks

In contrast to regular Viewers the zone viewer name not necessarily needs to be unique within your
PADS system. When the same zone viewer name is used at multiple places then every place where it is
used will display the content that has been scheduled for this zone viewer. For instance, if your present-
ation includes a Zone Viewer and you schedule your presentation for a viewer group, then each Viewer
within this group will play the same scheduled presentations for the zone.
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Presentation in page element
Presentation elements can be used to incorporate an existing presentation in the page of another
presentation.

This enables you to display static information in combination with a running presentation. For instance
one can have a presentation with advertising running on the top part of your screen, while the bottom
part contains a scrolling text that continuously displays the latest stock rates. Another application is to
create background music that plays continuously, while the incorporated presentation is running.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Alignment
Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your present-
ations.

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default duration
Properties to define the default duration for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Play list Definition of presentations that will be played by your element.

Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.
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Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the presentation in page spec if ic proper ties . A
detailed descr iption of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page
elements can be found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Background color properties (presentation in page
element)
These properties determine how the background of your presentation element will look like.

Background Color

Use Background Color
The specified Colorwill be used as background color for the presentation element if there are no
presentations to be displayed. If there are presentations to display the background color of the pages
in these presentations will be used.

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is also possible to
use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for a complete
description of all possibilities.

No Background Color
A transparent background will be used for both your presentation element as well as the presentations
that will be displayed by the element.

Remarks

Using the No background color optionmeans that under all circumstances the background of the
page on which the presentation element is placed will be visible as background for the element and any
background color of a presentation played by the presentation element will be ignored.

T I P

You can also choose to set the Color proper ty to be (par tly) transparent. This means
that the background of the presentation element wil l be transparent if there is no con-
tent to be disp layed, but if there is a presentation the background colors of the pages in
this presentation wil l be used.
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Play list properties (presentation in page element)
These properties define the presentations that will be played by your presentation in page element. You
can enter one presentation or choose to include a play list of presentations that will be played after each
other.

You can add items to your play list, edit play list items, change the sequence order of your play list items
or remove play list items again. This can be done either in the detailed view (see screen shot above) or
the list view. With the navigation buttons (at the bottom) you can navigate through your play list items.
The total duration shows the summarized duration of your play list items. The properties of a play list
item depend on the type of your element.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about managing play lis ts in general, see Working with play
lis ts .

Presentation in page play list item

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included presentation. Possible options are:
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Option Description

PADS Presentation from Content Library

The play list item contains a reference to an existing
presentation file in the PADS content library (recom-
mended option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

PADS Presentation from File

The play list item contains a reference to an existing
presentation file outside the PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No PADS Presentation
The play list item contains no presentation.

This option is used to create a pause in your play list.

Content
Contains the presentation file reference, depending on the chosen Type. Optionally , you can use the
browse button to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the option PADS Presentation from
File has been chosen, then the file reference must contain the presentation file name including the full
path.

Duration
The duration (in seconds) that your presentation will be played or the pause in your play list will last.

Clip Presentation
If switched on, then only the selected pages of your presentation will be played.

First Page

The page number of the first selected page of your presentation.

Last Page
The page number of the last selected page of your presentation.
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Remarks

Only references to presentation in page files are included in your container presentation, not the
presentations itself. As a result if your included presentation in page file is updated, the container
presentation will use the updated file during play back.

The Play list properties will be disabled when you element is connected to a data source. In this case the
content of your element is determined by the real-time data that is delivered by the specified data
source.
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Interactive button element
Interactive button elements can be used to include text or picture buttons in interactive presentations.

Interactive buttons can be used to let the interactive user navigate to other pages within your present-
ation, to scroll through real-time data or active other predefined actions. Several effects can be applied
to adjust the look of the interactive button.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Button style Properties to set the style of your button element.

Content (image) Properties to define the layout of your image button.

Content (text) Properties to define the layout of your text button.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Font Properties to set the font that will be used for displaying text.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Interactivity
Properties to define the action to be taken when the button element is
pressed.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Shadow Properties to display the content of your element with shadow.
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Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Text alignment
Properties to set the horizontal alignment of the text of your button ele-
ments.

Transition effect Properties to set the incoming transition effect for the element.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the interactive button spec if ic proper ties . A
detailed descr iption of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page
elements can be found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Button style properties (interactive button element)
These properties determine the look of your interactive button.

Button Style

Button Color
Click the drop-down button to select the background color of your button. You can simply select a fixed
color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using
the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Focus Button Color
Click the drop-down button to select the background color to be used when the button becomes active.
You can simply select a fixed color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a tex-
ture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for a complete description of all possibilities.

Mousepointer
The mouse pointer that will be displayed when the user moves the mouse over the element.

Border Width
The width (in pixels) of the border.

Corner Radius
Enables you to create rounded corners for the border. The higher the value you enter here the more the
corner will be rounded.

Remarks

A border will always be drawn within the boundaries of an element. So, setting a border will not affect
the size of the element. However it will affect the size of the internal area. This can have effect on the con-
tent of the element like the displayed text or picture of the button element.
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Image content properties (interactive button ele-
ment)
These properties determine the picture that is displayed on the button surface of your interactive button
element.

Content (Image)

To define the origin or type of picture that will be displayed, you have the following options:

Option Description

Content Library

The specified value contains a reference to an existing
picture file in the PADS content library (recommended
option). Optionally , you can use the browse button to
browse the Content Library .

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.
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File Name

the specified value contains a reference to an existing
picture file outside the PADS content library. Optionally
you can use the browse button to browse your file sys-
tem.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

External data from the following data
source

The element will be connected to the data element, spe-
cified by the Data provider, Column and Row to
provide the picture.

Data Provider
A data provider represents a connection to a data source. This can be a table, query or stored pro-
cedure, an XML file, an RSS feed on the Internet or any other source you can imagine that can provide
data. Data providers are defined at presentation level making them available to all elements of your
presentation. You can define a new data provider on the fly by clicking the button on the right part of the
displayed drop-down box. See Working with data providers for more information about data pro-
viders.

Column
Once you have selected a valid data provider you can select the column of the data provider that you
want to bind to the element.

Content Type
The content type determines how the content of your data source must be interpreted.

Row
The row of the data provider that you want to bind to the element.

Stretch
When this option is switched on, the content of your element is automatically resized to fit exactly within
the boundaries of your element. If this option is switched off, the content will be displayed at its original
size. This means that the content will not cover the entire background of the element when it is smaller
than the size of your element or will be clipped when it is larger than your element.

Maintain aspect ratio
If you switch on this property then your content will keep the original ratio between its width and height
when it's stretched.
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Remarks

Only references to picture files are included in your presentation, not the pictures itself. As a result if
your picture file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.

If the data element delivers less rows than the specified Row property then the element will not display
any content.

T I P

For optimal quality of your content it's best to d isp lay your content at its or ig inal s ize as
much as poss ib le.
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Interactivity properties (interactive button element)
These properties determine how the element will respond to user actions.

Interactivity

Action
The action that will be executed when the user clicks the interactive element or presses the hotkey. The
possible options are:

Option Description

Go to Previous Page Switch to the previous page of your presentation.

Go to Next Page Switch to the next page of your presentation.

First Page Switch to the first page of your presentation.

Last Page Switch to the last page of your presentation.

Go to Page... Switch to the specified page of your presentation.

Scroll data up
Scrolls the specified data provider backwards with the
specified number of rows.

Scroll data page up
Scrolls the specified data provider backwards with the
number of rows that is displayed on your page.

Scroll data down
Scroll the specified data provider forwards with the spe-
cified number of rows.

Scroll data page down
Scrolls the specified data provider forwards with the
number of rows that is displayed on your page.

Scroll data begin Scrolls the specified data provider to the first row.
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Scroll data end Scrolls the specified data provider to the last row.

Apply data sort
Applies the specified sorting order to the connected
data provider.

Apply data filter
Applies the specified filter to the connected data pro-
vider.

Show data sort dialog box
Enables the user to interactively set a certain sorting
order for the specified data provider.

Show data filter dialog box
Enables the user to interactively set a certain filter for
the specified data provider.

Exit application Exits the PADS Viewer application.

Hotkey
If you want to use a key combination with the [Ctrl], [Shift] and/or [Alt] keys then you can use the button
on the right side to open the windowwith advanced settings.

In the advanced settings window you canmanually enter any key combination by entering the ASCII value
of the key on the keyboard or automatically by using the Auto Detect function. After clicking the Auto
Detect button you can simply type in the key combination on your keyboard that you want to use. The sys-
tem will automatically detect the right key code settings and fill in the proper values.

Remarks

When the Synchronize option is turned on at presentation level, interactivity functionality such as page
changes will not work because the presentationmust be synchronized.

When you have a page that displays data of a certain data provider then you can use an interactive but-
ton to scroll, filter or sort the displayed data. In this case youmust make sure yourself that the action of
the interactive button will point to exactly the same data provider as it is used by the data elements on
the page.

When you want to define a hotkey youmust understand that there is a difference between ASCII values
and key codes. An ASCII value is a numeric value that represents a certain character (like ASCII value 65
represents the character 'A'). A key code is a numeric code that corresponds with a certain key on your
keyboard (like '65' for the 'a' key).

With ASCII values you canmake a distinction between lower case characters and upper case characters
(like ASCII value 65 for 'A' and ASCII value 97 for 'a'). Key codes don't know this difference. This means for
instance that in order to use the 'a' key as a short youmust use the ASCII value 65. For the upper case
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character 'A' you will have to use the same ASCII value 65, but in addition you will have to specify the
[Shift] key as combination key.
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Text alignment properties (interactive button ele-
ment)
These properties determine the horizontal alignment of the text on your interactive button.

Alignment

Horizontal
For the horizontal alignment you can choose between Left, Middle, Right and Justified.

Remarks

When your element supports automatic sizing and this has been enabled then the alignment properties
determine how the automatic size will work. By default the element will resize on the right side of the ele-
ment, but when the Horizontal alignment has been set to the value Right then the element will resize on
the left side of the element. When the Horizontal alignment has been set to the valueMiddle then the
element will resize on both sides.
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Text content properties (interactive button element)
These properties determine the text that is displayed on the button surface of your interactive button ele-
ment.

Content (Text)

To define the text that will be displayed, you have the following options:

Option Description

Manual Text
The specified value contains the static text that will be
displayed.

External data from the following data
source

The element will be connected to the data element, spe-
cified by the Data provider, Column and Row to
provide the text.

Data Provider
A data provider represents a connection to a data source. This can be a table, query or stored pro-
cedure, an XML file, an RSS feed on the Internet or any other source you can imagine that can provide
data. Data providers are defined at presentation level making them available to all elements of your
presentation. You can define a new data provider on the fly by clicking the button on the right part of the
displayed drop-down box. See Working with data providers for more information about data pro-
viders.

Column
Once you have selected a valid data provider you can select the column of the data provider that you
want to bind to the element.

Content Type
The content type determines how the content of your data source must be interpreted.
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Row
The row of the data provider that you want to bind to the element.

Remarks

If the data element delivers less rows than the specified Row property then the element will not display
any content.
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External application element
External application elements can be used to start other applications during playback of your present-
ation.

The element offers various options to identify, start and stop external applications. External application
elements can be connected to an external data source to determine at real-time which external applic-
ations must be started.

The External application element replaces the plug-in element of previous PADS versions.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Application window
Properties about how to detect the window of the external application to
embed it into your presentation.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Start application Properties to specify the external application to be started.

Stop application
Properties to specify if and when the external applicationmust be closed
again.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.
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R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the external application spec if ic proper ties . A
detailed descr iption of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page
elements can be found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Application window properties (external application
element)
These properties enable you to automatically detect the window of the external application and embed
it into your presentation.

Application Window

Show the window inside this Element Boundary
If this property is switched on, then the system will try to detect the window of the external application
that is started. If the window can be detected, then it will automatically resize the window to the size of
the external application element (if possible) and embed it into the page of your presentation.

Auto window search
The system automatically tries to detect the application window, by using the process Identification set-
tings of the running application.

Search window title
The system tries to detect the application window, by using the specifiedWindow Title.

Window Title
The text that is displayed in the title bar of the application window.

Search for substring
The specified Window Title text not necessarily needs to exactly match the title bar text, but can also be a
subset of the title bar text.

Remarks

T I P

Showing the application window ins ide the external application element boundar ies has
a number of advantages. Not only wil l the content of your external application auto-
matically be res ized (if the application supports this), it also ensures that the window
of the external application is not p laced behind the page of your presentation.
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Start application properties (external application ele-
ment)
These properties determine the external application to be started.

Start Application

Do no start this Application when already running
If this property is switched on, then the system will not start a new instance of your external application
when it's already running. Instead the system will activate the running instance of your external applic-
ation.

Application
To specify the external application that will be started you have the following options:

Option Description

Manual Manually specify the Application to be started.

Data Provider
The element will be connected to the data element, spe-
cified by the Data provider, Column and Row to
provide the application to be started.

Application
The file name (including the full path) of the external application to be started. Optionally you can use the
browse button to browse your local file system.



Page 277 of 485

R E M A R K S

The f i le location reference you spec ify here is absolute and used 'as it is ' dur ing play-
back. So applications can only be executed dur ing playback when the entered f i le loc-
ation can be found on the playback PC.

Data Provider
A data provider represents a connection to a data source. This can be a table, query or stored pro-
cedure, an XML file, an RSS feed on the Internet or any other source you can imagine that can provide
data. Data providers are defined at presentation level making them available to all elements of your
presentation. You can define a new data provider on the fly by clicking the button on the right part of the
displayed drop-down box. See Working with data providers for more information about data pro-
viders.

Column
Once you have selected a valid data provider you can select the column of the data provider that you
want to bind to the element.

Row
The row of the data provider that you want to bind to the element.

Arguments
Some external applications support the usage of command line arguments to specify how the applic-
ationmust be started. For instance some application support /S to start the application in silent mode
(=no user interface) or /<file name> to automatically open the specified file name.

To specify the command line arguments for the external application, you have the following options:

Option Description

Manual
Manually specify the Arguments to start the external
application

Data Provider

The element will be connected to the data element, spe-
cified by the Data provider, Column and Row to
provide the application to be started. For a further
description of the data provider properties, see the
explanation above.

Arguments
The complete command line argument that will be used to start the external application.
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Remarks

T I P

If you want your presentation to run a PowerPoint presentation dur ing playback
(without showing a title window), then you can use C:\Program Files\Microsoft
Off ice\Powerpoint Viewer\PPTView.exe as Application value and /s sample.ppt as Argu-
ments value.

If the data element delivers less rows than the specified Row property then the element will not start any
external application.

The system will automatically place quotes ('') around the specified Application and Arguments value.
This means that if your specified value contains spaces you don't need to manually add quotes yourself,
unless quotes are required in the middle of your value.

When the specified Application or Arguments value contains spaces, then the system automatically will
add quotes to then
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Stop application properties (external application ele-
ment)
These properties determine if and when the external application that you have started will be stopped
again.

Stop Application

When switching to another page
The external application will automatically be stopped when your application switches to the next page
of your presentation.

When closing the presentation
The external application will automatically be stopped when the end of the display period for your
presentation has been reached.

Never stop this application
The external application will not automatically be stopped.

In fact this option should only be used when the application has been started with the the Do not start
this application when already running property enabled.

Remarks

To stop the external application the system will kill the running process of the external application. Any
additional processes that have started by the external application will not automatically be stopped this
way and must be stopped in another way.

I M P O R T A N T

External applications that have been star ted should always be stopped. When they are
not s topped they can lead to memory leak problems caus ing your system to hang.
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RS-232 communication element
RS-232 communication elements can be used to send commands over RS-232 from your presentation.

Usually RS-232 commands are used to control external devices like the display that is connected to your
PC. If a display has built-in RS232 support then RS-232 commands can be used for instance to adjust the
brightness/contrast of the display, to change the input channel or to switch on/off the standby mode.
You always have to consult the documentation of the external device to find out if RS-232 com-
munication is supported and to get the complete list of RS232-commands.

In most situations the RS-232 communication element is made invisible, because it has no visible func-
tion in your presentation. Optionally you can connect your RS-232 communication element to an external
data source, to determine at real-time which commands need to be sent.

Properties overview

Property section Description

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content.

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default duration
Properties to define the default duration for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Font Properties to set the font that will be used for displaying text.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.
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Play list Definition of RS232-commands that will be displayed by your element.

Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.

Port settings Properties to define the RS-232 communication port settings.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Shadow Properties to display the content of your element with shadow.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Text alignment Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your text.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.

R E M A R K

This section only descr ibes in detail the RS-232 spec if ic proper ties . A detailed descr ip-
tion of all common element proper ties that are offered by var ious page elements can be
found in the Page element proper ties section.
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Play list properties (RS-232 communication element)
These properties define the commands that will be sent by your RS-232 element. You can enter one com-
mand or choose to include a play list of commands that will be sent after each other.

You can add items to your play list, edit play list items, change the sequence order of your play list items
or remove play list items again. This can be done either in the detailed view (see screen shot above) or
the list view. With the navigation buttons (at the bottom) you can navigate through your play list items.
The total duration shows the summarized duration of your play list items. The properties of a play list
item depend on the type of your element.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about managing play lis ts in general, see Working with play
lis ts .

RS-232 command play list item

Type
Defines the origin or type of the included RS-232 command. Possible options are:
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Option Description

RS-232 Command (text)
The play list item contains a static command in text
format.

RS-232 Command (hexadecimal)
The play list item contains a static command in hexa-
decimal format.

RS-232 Command from Content Library

The play list item contains a reference to an existing text
file with commands in the PADS content library (recom-
mended option).

Items in your content library will automatically be syn-
chronized between all PCs in your system. References
are relative, so files can still be found when the content
library is moved.

RS-232 Command from File

The play list item contains a reference to an existing text
file with commands outside the PADS content library.

Items outside your content library are NOT auto-
matically synchronized, so youmanually have to handle
the distribution of your files. References are absolute,
so files can only be found during playback when the
entered file location can be found.

No RS-232 Command
The play list item contains no command.

This option is used to create a pause in your play list.

Content
Contains the static command or the text file reference, depending on the chosen Type. Optionally , you
can use the browse button to browse the Content Library or your file system. If the option Text from
File has been chosen, then the file reference must contain the text file name including the full path.

Duration
The duration (in seconds) after which the next command will be sent or the pause in your play list will
last.

Effect
The incoming transition effect for your play list item and duration of the effect (in seconds).
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Remarks

Only references to text files with commands are included in your presentation, not the commands itself.
As a result if your text file is updated, the presentation will use the updated file during play back.

The Play list properties will be disabled when you element is connected to a data source. In this case the
content of your element is determined by the real-time data that is delivered by the specified data
source.
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Port settings properties (RS-232 communication ele-
ment)
These properties determine the port settings, required to communicate successfully.

Communication Port Settings

Communication Port
The COM or LPT communication port that will be used for RS-232 communication.

Baud rate
The number of symbols that will be sent per second.

Parity
The way a parity check is applied.

Data bits
The number of bits that will contain data.

Start Bits
The number of leading bits.

Stop Bits
The number of closing bits.

Handshake
The handshake mode that will be used.
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Read Timeout
Time out (in milliseconds) for getting an acknowledge on read commands.

Write Timeout
Time out (in milliseconds) for getting an acknowledge on write commands.

Remarks

Usually you find an overview of the right RS-232 communication settings in the documentation of your
external device.

I M P O R T A N T

The communication por t settings you spec ify here wil l be used dur ing playback. So RS-
232 commands can only be sent success fully dur ing playback when the entered com-
munication por t settings are valid on the playback PC.
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Page element properties
This section describes the common element properties that are offered by various page elements. A
description of the properties that belong to one specific page element type can be found in the section
that describes the page element type involved.

Common properties overview

Property section Description

Alignment Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your content.

Alternate options
Properties to determine how your element will switch between play list
items.

Background color Properties to set the background color of your element.

Blinking Properties to define a blinking effect for your element.

Border Properties to set the border of your element.

Brightness/contrast Properties to adjust the brightness and/or contract of your content.

Data provider
Properties to connect your element to an external data source to feed it with
real-time content

Data scrolling
Properties to define if and how your element will scroll through real-time
data.

Default duration
Properties to define the default duration for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Default transition
effect

Properties to define the default incoming transition effect for content of
your element.

Flip Properties to flip the content of your element.

Font Properties to set the font that will be used for displaying text.

Identification Properties to uniquely identify your element within the page.
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Play list options
Properties to determine how the items in the play list of your element will be
played.

Position Properties to determine the position of your element within the page.

Proof of play Properties to create a proof of play log for your element.

Property bindings
Definition of property bindings to have certain properties of your element
fed by an external data source.

Reflection Properties to display the content of your element with reflection.

Rotation Enables you to display your element at a certain angle.

Rules
Definition of element rules to have your element automatically respond to
predefined situations.

Shadow Properties to display the content of your element with shadow.

Size Properties to define the width and height of your element.

Skew Properties to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Text alignment Properties to set the horizontal and vertical alignment of your text.

Transition effect Properties to set the incoming transition effect for your element.

Transparency Properties to define the level of transparency of your element.

Visibility
Properties to determine if your element and/or its content will be visible dur-
ing playback.
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Alignment properties (element)
These properties determine the horizontal and vertical alignment of the content of your element.

Alignment

Horizontal
For the horizontal alignment you can choose between Left, Middle and Right.

Vertical
For the vertical alignment you can choose between Top, Middle and Bottom.

T I P

To quickly set the alignment you can c lick one of the option buttons, showing all com-
bination of the hor izontal and ver tical al ignment.

Remarks

When your element supports automatic sizing and this has been enabled then the alignment properties
determine how the automatic size will work. By default the element will resize on the right side of the ele-
ment, but when the Horizontal alignment has been set to the value Right then the element will resize on
the left side of the element. When the Horizontal alignment has been set to the valueMiddle then the
element will resize on both sides. The same applies for Vertical alignment in relation to the top and bot-
tom side of the element.
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Alternate options properties (element)
These properties determine how your element will switch between play list items.

Alternate

Play entire Play List
If this property is switched off only the first play list item will be played. If switched on all items of the play
list will be played. In this case you have the following options that decide how the play list items will be
played:

Option Description

Play using Play List Durations
The durations entered in the play list determine how
long each play list item will play.

Play using Page Alternate Interval
Each play list item will play with the same duration. This
duration is determined by the Alternate interval prop-
erty in the Page Properties window.
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Background color properties (element)
These properties determine the background color of your element.

Background Color

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a color. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is also possible to
use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for a complete
description of all possibilities.

Remarks

If the element supports transparency, then you can also select the background color to be transparent.

For some elements the background color will only become visible when there is no content to display or
when the content not completely covers the background.
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Blinking properties (element)
These properties enable you to add a blinking effect to your element.

Blinking

Blink
Switch on/off blinking for your element. Blinking means that the content of your element becomes vis-
ible/invisible with a certain frequency.

Use different for Blinking
When switching on this property the content of your element will always remain visible, but that instead
the colors of your element will change to the specified Foreground Color and Background Color.

Foreground Color
The alternative foreground color, used by the blinking process.

Background Color
The alternative background color, used by the blinking process.

T I P

Use dif ferent colors for bl inking can be used to inver t the foreground and back-
ground color of your element. The advantage in relation to standard blinking is that
your content wil l always stay vis ib le, so your audience wil l never miss valuable inform-
ation.

Remarks

Not all properties listed above are applicable to all elements.

The frequency for blinking is set at page level. This is done to make sure that all elements will perform
their effects synchronously.
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Border properties (element)
These properties determine the border settings like border color and border width of your element.

Border

Show
Switch on/off displaying a border around your element.

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a border color. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is also
possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for
a complete description of all possibilities.

Width
The width (in pixels) of the border.

Corner Radius
Enables you to create rounded corners for the border. The higher the value you enter here the more the
corner will be rounded.

Remarks

A border will always be drawn within the boundaries of an element. So, setting a border will not affect
the size of the element. However it will affect the size of the internal area. This can have effect on the con-
tent of the element like the displayed text of a text element.
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Brightness/contrast properties (element)
These properties determine the brightness and contrast of a displayed picture. By adjusting the bright-
ness and/or contrast you can improve the readability of a picture.

Brightness/Contrast

Brightness
Adjusts the relative lightness of your picture.

Contrast
Adjusts the differences between the darkest and lightest areas of your picture.
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Data provider properties (element)
Elements can be connected to an external data source (like a SQL Server database, a Microsoft Excel file
or an RSS feed) to obtain real-time data. In this case the data provider properties determine the column
and row of the data source to which the element is connected.

Data Provider Info

No external data connection
The element will not be connected a data source. As a result the element will display the fixed content
that has been specified for your element.

External data from the following data source
The element will be connected to the data element, specified by the Data provider, Column and Row.

Data Provider
A data provider represents a connection to a data source. This can be a table, query or stored pro-
cedure, an XML file, an RSS feed on the Internet or any other source you can imagine that can provide
data. Data providers are defined at presentation level making them available to all elements of your
presentation. You can define a new data provider on the fly by clicking the button on the right part of the
displayed drop-down box. See Working with data providers for more information about data pro-
viders.

Column
Once you have selected a valid data provider you can select the column of the data provider that you
want to bind to the element.

Content Type
The content type determines how the content of your data source must be interpreted.

Row
The row of the data provider that you want to bind to the element.

Remarks

Not all properties listed above are applicable to all elements.
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If depends on the type of your element, what the data provider is expected to deliver. Text elements for
instance expect text, while picture elements expect a picture file name.

When your element is connected to a data source it is no longer possible to set the content properties
of your element. In this case the content of your element is always determined by the real-time data that
is delivered by the specified data source.

If the data element delivers less rows than the specified Row property then the element will not display
any content.

When data scrolling is switched on for the element then the Row property together with the Scroll step
property determines the scroll process.

Most of the elements have built-in support for play lists. This means that if the database field in the data-
base returns a play list of items instead of a single item, the system will consecutively play these play list
items.
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Data scrolling properties (element)
When your element has been connected to a data source then these properties determine the scrolling
of real-time data. Scrolling allows you to display all data to the user whenmore data is available then
there are fields on the page.

Data Scrolling

Use Data Scrolling
Switch on/off scrolling through real-time data for your element.

Scrolling Step Size
The number of rows with which the Row property of the element must be raised, each time the data
scroll function is performed.

R E M A R K

When you place multip le elements with data scroll ing in the row of a table element you
must make sure that all elements have the same Scrol l ing Step Size value in order for
the elements to scroll in sync.

Scroll Mode
To decide frequency of scrolling, you have the following options:

Option Description

Scroll by Using General Page Scroll Interval

The page data refresh intervalwill determine how fast
the system will scroll.

Use this option if you want all elements on your page to
scroll with the same frequency.
When the element is part of the row definition of a table
element, this is the only available option.

Scroll by using Play List Options The play list options of your element will determine
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how the data scrolling process will run.

Use this option if you want the flexibility to vary the
scroll frequency per play list item.

Scroll in Sync with...

You element will scroll exactly in sync with another ele-
ment. The Element property specifies the page ele-
ment that will be leading for the data scrolling process.

Use this option if you want to make the scrolling of your
element depending on the scrolling of another element.

T I P

The Scrol l in Sync with... option enables you to synchronize the data scroll ing
between page elements . This is espec ial ly useful when you don't know in advance how
long cer tain content must be disp layed. An example of this is when you have a video and
you want other elements to scroll to the next item exactly at the same moment as when
the next video star ts .

Remarks

Not all properties listed above are applicable to all elements.

The data scrolling properties are only available when your element has been connected to a data
source.

The data that will be displayed by your element with data scrolling is always determined by the com-
bination of the Row property and the Scroll Step Size property. When e.g. the Row property has a
value of '2' then the element will start with displaying the data of row 2 (for the specified data column). If
data scrolling has been enabled and the Scroll Step Size property has been set to a value of '3' then the
next row that will be displayed is row 5. Next cycle row 8 will be displayed and so on, until the total num-
ber of available rows is reached. If this is the case the element will start over again with displaying row 2.
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Default duration properties (element)
These properties determine the default duration for items in the play list of your element.

Default Duration

Duration
The duration (in seconds) that will be given by default to items in the play list of your element.

Remarks

If you use data scrolling to scroll real-time data from an external data source and you have chosen the
option to Scroll using play list durations then the Default duration will be used as duration for all
play list items.
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Default transition effect properties (element)
These properties determine the default incoming transition effect for items in the play list of your ele-
ment.

Default Transition Effect

Effect
Click the drop-down box and select the incoming transition effect for your play list item.

Duration
Click one of the predefined options or manually specify (in seconds) how long the transition effect
should last.

Remarks

It's not recommended to use transition effects in combination with blinking. This may lead to conflicting
situations and unpredictable results.



Page 301 of 485

Flip properties (element)
These properties create a reverse image of the content of your element.

Flip

Flip Horizontal
Reverse the content of your element horizontally.

Flip Vertical
Reverse the content of your element vertically.
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Font properties (element)
These properties determine the font style, font color and text wrapping for the text content of your ele-
ment.

Font

Style
The text box shows the current font and font style of your element. To change the font click the button
right to the text box, which shows the font dialog box. To quickly change the typeface you can also use
one of the typeface buttons (bold, italic, ...). When you click the Clear button all typeface settings will be
switched off.

I M P O R T A N T

When you select a cer tain font then you have ensure yourself that this font wil l be avail-
ab le on each PADS Viewer PC. If the font is not availab le on a PC dur ing playback the sys-
tem will use a default font ins tead. Fonts can automatically be dis tr ibuted with the PADS
Agent application.

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a font color. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is also pos-
sible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for a
complete description of all possibilities.

Text Wrapping
Choose one of the following options:

Option Description

No TextWrapping
Text lines will always be displayed on one single line. If
the text becomes too large it will only be partially vis-
ible.

Wrap Text
Text line will automatically be displayed across multiple
lines when the text becomes too large.
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Remarks

End of line codes (Like <CR> or <CR> <LF>) in your text will always force the text to continue at a next
line, no matter what you have chosen as text wrapping option.
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Identification properties (element)
These properties determine the unique identification of your element within the page.

Identification

Name
The element name that uniquely identifies the element within the page of your presentation.

To check which names are still available, you can click the button right to the Name input field.

Remarks

The element name you enter here becomes visible in the elements window, where you can adjust the dis-
play order of your elements.

By default the system automatically generates a unique, localized string as element name.
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Play list options properties (element)
These properties determine how the items of your play list will be played.

Play list

You have the following options:

Option Description

Auto Repeat

The element will automatically restart with playing the
first item in your play list when it has finished playing all
items of the play list. As a result the items will play con-
tinuously.

Play Once
The element will play all items in the play list only once.
After this the element will be made invisible.

Play Once and go to the next Page
The element will play all items in the play list once and
after the last file has finished automatically switch to the
next page of your presentation.

Remarks

The play list options are only applicable when you have chosen Play entire Play List at the Alternate
options section.
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Position properties (element)
These properties determine the position of your element within the page.

Position

Left
Horizontal position (in pixels) of your element.

Top
Vertical position (in pixels) of your element.

Remarks

If Snap to grid has been enabled, you can use the position properties to enter positions that are not on
the grid.

The position properties are automatically adjusted when your element is moved on the page with the
mouse or by using arrow keys, when your element is pasted or when one of the formatting functions is
called for your element.

If your element is rotated the position properties contain the position of your element without rotation.
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Proof of play properties (element)
The proof of play properties enable you to log detailed information about the playback of your element.
This information can be used to proof (e.g. to advertisers) that your content has played.

Proof of Play

Log Element Statistics Info
When this option is switched on, exact information about when, where and for how long your element
has played will be logged by PADS Viewer and sent to the PADS Server for central logging.

Remarks

The log information that is collected is centrally logged on the PADS Server PC in a separate proof of
play database. This database can be viewed with the PADS Agent application or you can use the PADS
Software Development Kit to develop your own custom application to process the information. With
PADS Agent, the proof of play information can also be exported to an XML file, so it can be used for
instance byMicrosoft Excel for reporting purposes.

I M P O R T A N T

When you switch on logging it is ABSOLUTELY REQUIRED that you implement a pro-
cedure to either manually or automatically process the information of the proof of p lay
database(s) and delete the information afterwards. Otherwise the proof of p lay data-
base(s) may consume all your hard disk space, because the data in the proof of p lay
database(s) is not deleted automatically.
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Property bindings properties (element)
By defining property bindings you can have certain properties of your element automatically be fed by
an external data source. As soon as the value of the external data source changes the property of your
element will change accordingly.

For instance if you bind the Visible property of your element to an XML file then the visibility of your ele-
ment will instantly change when the value in the XML file will change.

Property Bindings

List of element properties that can be bound to an external data source. To bind a page property you
must specify at least a data provider, column, row for this property.

Property
Element property to be bound. This property is system defined and can not be changed.

Type
Data type of the page property to be bound. This property is also system defined and can not be
changed.

Data Provider
Select the data provider that represents the data source you want to bind. If you have no data providers
yet, you should first add a new data provider.
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Column
Select the data field of the data source you want to bind.

Row
Select the record of the data source you want to bind.

Scroll
Switch on this property when data scrolling must be applied.

If this property is switched on, then the data scrolling properties will be used to scroll.

Remarks

The list of properties that can be bound depends on the type of your element.
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Reflection properties (element)
These properties determine if the content of your element will be displayed with reflection.

Reflection

Reflection
Click the drop-down button and select one of the predefined reflection styles or set the Depth, Offset
and Transparency Level of the reflection.

Depth
The size of the reflection in relation to the size of your element. A value of 100% will make the size of the
reflection equal to the size of your element.

Offset
The distance (in pixels) between your element and the reflection.

Transparency Level
The level of transparency for the reflection, varying from Start (position closest to your element) until
End (positionmost far away from your element). Possible values are within the scope of 100% (no trans-
parency) to 0% (fully transparent).

T I P

By us ing 100% as Start value and 0% as End value for the Transparency Level you
can give your ref lec tion a dissolve effec t.
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Rotation properties (element)
These properties determine the angle at which the content of your element is displayed.

Rotation

Angle
Click one of the option buttons to select a predefined rotation angle or manually enter the rotation
angle (in degrees).

Remarks

The specified degrees are counted clockwise.

By default the exact middle of your element is the pivot for rotation. This positionmay be different when
automatic sizing has been applied.
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Rules properties (element)
By defining element rules you can have your element automatically respond to predefined situations. For
instance you can define a rule to make your element visible when a certain condition is met.

Rules

Displays a list of defined element rules. Here you can define your own custom rules to dynamically adjust
properties of your element when a certain condition is met.

I M P O R T A N T

For detailed information about rules , see Working with rules .
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Shadow properties (element)
These properties determine the shadow settings like shadow angle and shadow color for your element.

Shadow

Show
Switch on/off for displaying the content of your element with shadow.

Angle
Click one of the option buttons to select a predefined angle or manually enter the angle (in degrees).
The angle determines the direction in which the shadowwill be drawn. The specified degrees are coun-
ted clockwise.

Color
Click the drop-down button to select a shadow color. You can simply select a fixed color, but it is also
possible to use a gradient with two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. See Using the color picker for
a complete description of all possibilities.

Distance
The distance (in pixels) between the element and the end of the shadow.
The shadow always starts at the element, so the distance determines the size of the shadow.

Softness
Determines how sharp the shadowwill be displayed.

Transparency
The level of transparency for the shadow. Possible values are within the scope of 0% (no transparency)
to 100% (fully transparent).

Remarks

It depends on the type of your element how the shadowwill be drawn. For instance with text elements
the shadowwill be applied to the text inside the element, while on picture elements the shadowwill be
drawn outside the boundaries of the element.
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Size properties (element)
These properties determine the width and height of your page element.

Size

Automatic
If this option is selected then the size of your element is automatically adjusted to the size of its content.

Manual
If this option is selected then the size of your element is determined by the specifiedWidth and Height.

Width
The width (in pixels) of your element.

Height
The height (in pixels) of your element.

T I P

To adjust the manual s ize of your element, you may use the percentage input f ields to
res ize your element. By switching on Lock Aspect Ratio your element wil l keep its or i-
g inal ratio between the width and height. The percentage values and Lock Aspect Ratio
setting are only intended to res ize your element and wil l not be saved with your element
proper ties .

Stretch
When this option is switched on, the content of your element is automatically resized to fit exactly within
the boundaries of your element. If this option is switched off, the content will be displayed at its original
size. This means that the content will not cover the entire background of the element when it is smaller
than the size of your element or will be clipped when it is larger than your element.

Maintain Aspect Ratio
If you switch on this property then your content will keep the original ratio between its width and height
when it's stretched.

Remarks

Not all of the properties listed above are applicable to all elements.
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If Snap to grid has been enabled, you can use the size properties to enter sizes that are not on the grid.

WhenAutomatic has been selected then the size of your element will not be adjusted to the grid, no
matter if the Snap to Grid has been enabled. Instead the size is complete determined by the content of
the element.

When automatic size has been selected then it will no longer be possible to adjusted the width and/or
height of your element with the mouse or arrow keys. This is indicated by the gray colored grab handles
of your element when it has been selected.

WhenAutomatic has been selected and your element also has certain alignment properties, then the
settings of the alignment will determine how the automatic size will work. By default the element will res-
ize on the right side of the element but when the horizontal alignment has been set for instance to the
value Right then the element will resize on the left side of the element. The same applies for vertical
alignment.

T I P

For optimal quality of your content it's best to d isp lay your content at its or ig inal s ize as
much as poss ib le.
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Skew properties (element)
These properties enable you to place the content of your element at a certain angle.

Skew

Skew
Click the drop-down button and select one of the predefined skew styles or manual set the Horizontal
and Vertical skew angle.

Horizontal
The horizontal skew angle (in degrees).

Vertical
The vertical skew angle (in degrees).

Remarks

The specified degrees are counted clockwise.
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Text alignment properties (element)
These properties determine the horizontal and vertical alignment of the text of your element.

Alignment

Horizontal
For the horizontal alignment you can choose between Left, Middle, Right and Justified.

Vertical
For the vertical alignment you can choose between Top, Middle and Bottom.

Remarks

When your element supports automatic sizing and this has been enabled then the alignment properties
determine how the automatic size will work. By default the element will resize on the right side of the ele-
ment, but when the Horizontal alignment has been set to the value Right then the element will resize on
the left side of the element. When the Horizontal alignment has been set to the valueMiddle then the
element will resize on both sides. The same applies for Vertical alignment in relation to the top and bot-
tom side of the element.

For the scrolling text element the scroll direction determines the working of the alignment properties.
When Right to left or Left to right has been chosen as Direction then the Horizontal alignment will
be ignored. When Top to bottom or Bottom to top has been chosen then the Vertical alignment will
be ignored.
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Transition effect properties (element)
These properties determine the incoming transition effect for the content of your element.

Transition Effect

Effect
Click the drop-down box and select the incoming transition effect for your content.

Duration
Click one of the predefined options or manually specify (in seconds) how long the transition effect
should last.

Remarks

Since line and shape elements not really have content, setting a transition effect for these elements only
has effect for when the element becomes visible.

It's not recommended to use transition effects in combination with blinking. This may lead to conflicting
situations and unpredictable results.
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Transparency properties (element)
These properties determine the level of transparency of your element.

Element Transparency

Use the slider or manually enter the level of transparency. Possible values are within the scope of 0% (no
transparency) to 100% (fully transparent).
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Visibility properties (element)
These properties determine the visibility of your element during playback.

Visibility

Visible
When switched off, the element will not be displayed during playback of your presentation.

Hide when there is no Content
If switched on, then the element will be made invisible when there is no content to be displayed by the
element.

Remarks

Not all of the above properties are applicable to all elements.

The Visible property is often used in combination with an element rule. You can define an element rule
that commands the element to become visible/invisible depending on the situation.

The Hide when there is no contents property can be used for picture elements to place several picture
elements on top of each other. When the topmost picture element doesn't contain a picture then it is hid-
den and as a result the picture elements behind it become visible. This can be applied for instance to dis-
play a logo at a certain area within the page or use the same area for displaying multiple logos of
different sizes, depending on the situation.
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Developing your own custom element
If you have specific requirements for your presentation that can not be met by the native built-in page
elements then youmay consider developing your own custom element.

PADS offers a complete Software Development Kit (SDK) that offer VB.NET and C# developers the pos-
sibility to develop their own page elements, called Add-ons. Add-on elements are separately developed
external elements that can be linked to the PADS software and will look and feel exactly the same way as
standard built-in page elements. In other words: to the end-user there are no visible differences
between standard page elements and add-on elements.

If you consider to develop an Add-on, then please contact Net Display Systems for more information
about the SDK and sample projects.
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Working with play lists
Most page elements support play lists. This means that the content of the element may consist of mul-
tiple so called play list items, which will be played after each other. Each play list item contains at least a
duration and specification of the content source. In addition to this, play list items can have element spe-
cific properties like a transition effect or clipping.

Beside having a manually defined play list with static items, you can also bind your play list to an external
data source, to provide it with play list items on a real-time basis.

The play list options determine how your play list will be played during playback of your presentation.

In this section

Managing play lists
Describes how to add, edit or delete items to/from your play lists.

External play lists
Describes the required syntax when you use a data provider to deliver a play list at real-time.
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Managing play lists
Element play lists can be managed in the element properties window or in the play list window.

To access the play list of a page element

1. Select the page element, for instance by clicking it.

2. Click Element Properties on the Elementsmenu.

3. Click Play list in the navigation pane of the element properties window.

Or

1. Select the page element, for instance by clicking it.

2. Directly access the play list window as part of the main window.

If the play list window is not visible, then see play list window for a description on how to make it
visible.

The play list window consists of a toolbar to quickly access all play list functions, a body section where
you can edit your play list items and a footer section with navigation functions and the total duration of
your entire play list.

In some situations the duration of play list items can not be determined (like with streaming videos). In
this case the duration of these play list items is not included in the displayed total duration.

Views

To manage your play list items you can work either in detailed view or list view.

Detailed view List view
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This is the recommended view when you want to
see all details of individual play list items.

This is the recommended view to get an overview
of your entire play list.

To switch between both views you can use the following functions:

Switches to detailed viewmode.

Switches to list viewmode.

At the Design window settings of the options window you can specify the default viewmode for the play
list window.

Adding play list items

To add new items to your play list, you can use the following functions:

Adds a new empty item to your play list.

Afterwards you have to manually specify the content and other details of the play list item.

Allows you to select one or more files from the PADS content library and adds these items to
your play list.

Items in your content library will automatically be synchronized between all PCs in your system.
References are relative, so files can still be found when the content library is moved.
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Allows you to select one or more files from outside the PADS content library and adds these
items to your play list.

Items outside your content library are NOT automatically synchronized, so youmanually have to
handle the distribution of your files. References are absolute, so files can only be found during
playback when the entered file location can be found.

Adds an exact copy of a selected play list item to your play list.

This function is only available when you have selected one play list item.

Newly created play list items will always be added to the end of your play list.

The Default duration and Default transition effect property determine the duration and transition
effect that will be given to new play list items.

At the Design window settings of the options window you can specify whether or not new page ele-
ments should automatically get a blank play list item.

Editing play list items

To edit and existing play list item in detailed viewmode, simply change the properties of the play list
item that are displayed in the body section. For a full description of the play list item properties - which
vary per page element - see the property descriptions of the individual page elements.

In list viewmode you can use the in-place editing features to quickly change play list items.

T I P

To quickly edit a proper ty for multip le p lay lis t items use the List view, selec t all p lay
lis t items that need to be adjusted and change the proper ty for one of the play lis t
items.

Moving play list items

The sequence order of the play list items is the order in which the play list items will be played. To
change the sequence order you can use the following functions:

Moves all selected play list items one position down in your play list.

Moves all selected play list items one position up in your play list.
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T I P

To quickly move multip le p lay lis t items use the List view, selec t all p lay lis t items you
want to move and c lick the Move up or Move down button.

Removing play list items

To remove one ore more play list items, select the items and use the following function:

Removes all selected play list items.

Navigating between play list items

Especially when you are in detailed viewmode, you can use the navigation functions to quickly navigate
between your play list items:

Navigates to the first play list item.

Navigates to the previous play list item.

Navigates to the next play list item.

Navigates to the last play list item.

Instead of using the above buttons you can also use the input field of the navigation bar to navigate dir-
ectly to a certain play list item by entering its sequence number.

Other functions

Shows the XML structure of your play list. This information can be useful when you want to work
with external play lists.



Page 327 of 485

External play lists
Beside having a manually defined play list with static items, you can also bind your play list to an external
data source (like an SQL Server database, an XML file or even a Microsoft Excel file). This way you can
have your external data source provide your element at real-time with a play list of items to be played.

For more information about how to bind your element to an external data source through a data pro-
vider, see data provider properties and working with data providers.

XML structure

In order for the PADS system to recognize external content as being a play list, your external data source
must deliver the content in the predefined XML play list structure of PADS.

A possible example of this structure is:

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"?>
<PlayList>
<PlayListElement ContentType="3" Content="Text of the first play

list item" Duration="5000" Effect="999" EffectDuration="1000" />
<PlayListElement ContentType="3" Content="Text of the second play

list item" Duration="5000" Effect="999" EffectDuration="1000" />
</PlayList>

How to determine the right XML structure?

The exact XML structure you need to use depends on the type of the page element that you are going to
use for playback. The best way to determine the XML structure that is required for the data fields of your
data source is to take the following steps:

1. In the design of your presentation, insert the page element you are going to use to play the play
list of the external data source.

So, if you plan to have a play list of videos, your must add a video/sound element.

2. Manually add a number of play list items with an example of the content you plan to include.

So, if your data source is going to work with video files from your content library, you add a video
file from your PADS content library.

3. In the play list window, click the button to get the XML structure of your play list.

4. Use the Clipboard function to copy the XML structure to the Windows clipboard.

5. Paste the XML structure to the data field of your data source.

6. Adjust the XML structure to meet your exact requirements.
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Playback of external play lists

How the external play list that is provided by your data source will be played not only depends on the
XML play list structure that you provide.

The play list options of your page element will determine how the play list as a while will play. In addition
the default duration and default transition effect properties may also influence the way your play list
items will play.

If you have enabled data scrolling for your page element, then also the scroll interval property at page
level may determine the playback process.
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Working with data providers
One of the most powerful features of PADS is the possibility to feed your presentations with real-time
data. To connect your presentation to a data source for the delivery of real-time data, you need to
define data providers. Data providers can be defined at presentation level and are available to all ele-
ments of your presentation.

Each data provider represents a connection to data source, which can be for instance a database
query/view or stored procedure, an XML feed, a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet, a text file or any other
source of data you can think of. You can bind as many data providers as you want to your presentation.

To display real-time data youmust first create a data provider and next set the data source properties
of a page element to connect it to a specific column and row of a data provider. Optionally you can use
data scrolling to have your presentation automatically scroll through all available rows of a data source.

To get the most out of your data providers you can combine them with the usage of property bindings
or rules. By defining property bindings you can have certain properties of your element automatically be
fed by an external data source. As soon as the value of the external data source changes the property of
your element will change accordingly. By defining rules you can have your presentation, page or page
element automatically respond to predefined situations.

In this section

Adding a data provider
Describes how you can create a new data provider for your presentation to deliver real-time data to the
page elements of your presentation.

Editing a data provider
Explains how the specifications of an existing data provider can be modified.

Removing a data provider
Describes how to remove an existing data provider from your presentation.

Duplicating a data provider
Describes how to make an exact copy of an existing data provider in your presentation.

Importing a data provider
Explains how to import a data provider from another presentation into your presentation.

Previewing a data provider
Describes how to preview a data provider to check the real-time data that is delivered by the data pro-
vider.

Reusing data providers
Describes how you can store your data providers and reuse them in other presentations.
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Adding a data provider
Before you can connect an element of your presentation to a data source to feed it with real-time inform-
ation, youmust first create a data provider.

To add a new data provider to your presentation

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. ClickAdd... in the Data Providers window to start the Data provider wizard.

3. Follow the instructions of the wizard. The wizard consists of the following steps:
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Data provider wizard step Description

Choosing a provider type

To choose the source type for your real-time
data. You can choose from a wide range of pro-
vider types, varying from RSS feeds, XML files
and Microsoft Excel files to Microsoft SQL
Server databases.

General provider settings
To enter a unique name for your data provider
and decide if your want to use PADS Data Server
for retrieval of real-time data.

Provider connection settings

To enter the specific connection settings for con-
necting to a data source. The settings you need
to enter here are fully dependent on the pro-
vider type that you have chosen.

Adding your own columns
To add your own custom columns with cal-
culated values to the data that is delivered by the
data source.

Applying filters and/or sorting
To define your own filters and sorting to the
data that is delivered by the data source.

Advanced provider settings
To specify advanced options for your data pro-
vider, like the definition of a backup data pro-
vider.

Each of these steps will be described in detail, further on in this manual.

4. Click Finish to complete the wizard and add the data provider to your presentation.

Remarks

After you have added your data provider you can preview your data provider, to check if it delivers the
real-time data your expected.

T I P

To speed up the creation of a data provider you can directly c l ick Finish after you have
gone through the required steps of the data provider wizard.
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Choosing a provider type
On the first page of the data provider wizard, you can select the type of provider that you want to use to
feed your presentation with real-time data.

To select/modify the provider type of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Choose a provider type.
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You can choose between the following types:

Provider Type Description

.NET framework
To connect to a data source via a Microsoft .NET
framework provider.
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Folder content
To connect to all or a selection of files in a
folder.

Generic ODBC To connect to a data source via an ODBC driver.

Generic OLEDB To connect to a data source via an OLEDB driver.

Microsoft Access
To connect to a table or query in a Microsoft
Access database.

Microsoft Excel To connect to a Microsoft Excel sheet.

Microsoft Exchange Server
To connect to items of a Microsoft Exchange
Server.

Microsoft SQL Server
To connect to a table, view or stored procedure
in a Microsoft SQL Server database.

Microsoft SQL Server CE
To connect to a table, view or stored procedure
in a Microsoft SQL Server Compact Edition data-
base.

OData
To connect to a data source via the Open Data
Protocol.

PADS CMS
To connect to a PADS Content Management Sys-
tem.

Static table
To connect to an embedded table in your
presentation.

Text feed To connect to a text feed on the Internet.

Text file To connect to the text in a text file.

RSS feed To connect to an RSS feed on the Internet.

RSS file To connect to a file with RSS content.

WMI class To connect to a Windows Management Instru-
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ment class.

XML feed To connect to an XML feed on the Internet.

XML file To connect to a file with XML content.

3. ClickNext to continue.

4. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

The provider type you select here determines the next steps of the data provider wizard.

I M P O R T A N T

Some of the lis ted provider types (l ike .NET Framework, ODBC, OLEDB and OData) are
gener ic and can be used to connect to a wide var iety of data sources . The only require-
ment for this is , that you have installed the correct dr ivers for these data sources .
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General provider settings
On the second page of the data provider wizard, you can enter a unique name for your data provider
and decide if your want to use PADS Data Server for retrieval of real-time data.

To set/modify the general provider settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page with general provider settings.

3. Enter the general settings of your data provider.
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As Provider Name youmust enter a unique name to identify the data provider within your
presentation. Optionally you can add a Description.

If you switch on the optionMake use of the Data Server for retrieval of Data, then during play-
back the system will automatically send requests for real-time data to PADS Data Server. The
Data Server will retrieve the real-time data and make it available to all connected PADS Viewers
for playback. If this option is switched off each PADS Viewer will collect its real-time data by itself.
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Usually, using PADS Data Server will increase the server load, but will minimize the number of con-
nections to your data source.

I M P O R T A N T

When you use a PADS Data Server then the location of your data source must be
access ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view. When you don't use a PADS
Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS Des igner (for pre-
viewing) and each PADS Viewer are able to f ind the data source you spec ify in the
next s teps of the data provider wizard.

4. ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

The PADS Data Server is part of the PADS Server. So when you specify to use a PADS Data Server, then
the system will always automatically connect to your PADS Server for this. If you have specified a backup
PADS Server and the connection with your primary server fails, then your system will automatically switch
over to the backup PADS Server including the PADS Data Server.

If the Data Server setting is not set correctly then the next steps of the data provider wizard may not
work, because PADS Designer cannot find the location of your data source.Returns

T I P

There are many factors that determine whether or not it's wise to use the PADS Data
Server for retr ieval of data. If many PADS Viewers wil l require the real-time data of your
data provider at the same moment, then PADS Data Server can be used to retr ieve this
data only once and have it d is tr ibuted to all connected PADS Viewers . If your data pro-
vider contains viewer-spec if ic parameters (l ike the Viewer Name as input for a stored
procedure) then it usually best not to use the PADS Data Server . Also when you data
source has built- in optimization for executing quer ies (l ike SQL Server) then us ing a
PADS Data Server wil l probably not offer much advantages.
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Provider connection settings
After choosing a provider type in the data provider wizard, youmust specify the connection settings for
your provider. The connection settings you need to specify fully depend on the provider type that you
have chosen at the begin of the wizard and will be described in detail in this section.

In this section

.Net Framework
Describes how to connect to a data source via a Microsoft .NET framework provider.

Folder content
Describes how to connect to all or a selection of files in a folder.

Generic ODBC
Describes how to connect to a data source via an ODBC driver.

Generic OLEDB
Describes how to connect to a data source via an OLEDB driver.

Microsoft Access
Describes how to connect to a table or query in a Microsoft Access database.

Microsoft Excel
Describes how to connect to a Microsoft Excel sheet.

Microsoft Exchange Server
Describes how to connect to items of a Microsoft Exchange Server.

Microsoft SQL Server
Describes how to connect to a table, view or stored procedure in a Microsoft SQL Server database.

Microsoft SQL Server CE
Describes how to connect to a table, view or stored procedure in a Microsoft SQL Server Compact Edi-
tion database.

OData
Describes how to connect to a data source via the Open Data Protocol.

PADS CMS
Describes how to connect to a PADS Content Management System.

Static table
Describe how to connect to an embedded table in your presentation.

Text feed
Describes how to connect to a text feed on the Internet.

Text file
Describes how to connect to a text in a text file.
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RSS feed
Describes how to connect to an RSS feed on the Internet.

RSS file
Describes how to connect to a file with RSS content.

WMI class
Describes how to connect to a Windows Management Instrument class.

XML feed
Describes how to connect to an XML feed on the Internet.

XML file
Describes how to connect to a file with XML content.
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Connecting a database via .NET framework
The .NET framework provider type is a generic provider type that enables you to connect to many
industry standard databases like MySQL, Oracle and SQL Server. .NET Framework data providers are
lightweight, creating a minimal layer between the data source and your system, increasing performance
without sacrificing functionality.

I M P O R T A N T

Before you can connect to a data source via a .NET framework data provider with PADS,
you f irs t have to install the .NET dr iver for the required database type on your system.

After you have chosen .NET framework as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust
specify the right settings to connect to a data source via a .NET Framework data provider.

To add/modify the .NET framework connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the .NET framework
connection settings.

3. Specify the .NET framework data provider, connection string and SQL statement to get access to
your data.
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Select your Provider from the list of installed .NET framework data providers. If the provider you
want to use is not listed, then this means that the .NET driver has not been (correctly) installed on
your PC.

As Connection String youmust enter the command for connecting to your data source. The
string value you have to enter here depends on your .NET provider. Please see the doc-
umentation of your .NET provider for details or otherwise www.connectionstrings.com.

http://www.connectionstrings.com/
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E X A M P L E

A poss ib le connection str ing for a MySQL database could be:
Server-
=192.168.1.10;Por-
r t=3306;Database=mysampledb;Uid=root;Pwd=mypassword;pooling=false;.

The SQL Statement determines the data that will be retrieved from your data source.

E X A M P L E

To s imply return all data of a table you could use a SQL statement l ike:
SELECT * FROM MyTable

4. ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

To check if the connection settings you have entered are correct, you can click the Test button.

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the r ight .NET dr iver must be
installed on your server AND the location of your data source must be access ib le, seen
from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer have the r ight .NET dr iver ins talled
and are able to f ind the data source you spec ify above.
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Connecting a database via OData (Open Data Pro-
tocol)
The Open Data Protocol (OData) is a Web protocol for querying data. OData does this by applying and
building uponWeb technologies such as HTTP, Atom Publishing Protocol (AtomPub) and JSON to
provide access to information from a variety of applications, services, and stores. OData is being used
to expose and access information from a variety of sources including, but not limited to, relational data-
bases, file systems, content management systems and traditional Web sites.

After you have chosen OData as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify the
right settings to connect to a data source via OData.

To add/modify the OData connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the OData connection
settings.

3. Specify the web location of your OData data source.
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As OData Web Service youmust specify the URL of the location, containing your OData data
source.

The system will only accept data structures that follow the official OData specifications, as
described atwww.odata.org.

http://www.odata.org/
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E X A M P L E

An example of a poss ib le OData Web Service value is the famous Nothwind sample
database:
http://services .odata.org/Northwind/Northwind.svc/.

If your OData data source has been secured youmust switch onAuthorization required and
specify a UserID, Password and optionally a Domain to get access.

To check if your specified connection settings are correct, click the Test button.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the Data Source you want to connect to.
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If the data source has automatically been detected by the system, then you can choose Pre-
defined, click the drop-down box and select the data source from the shown list. Otherwise
chooseManual and manually enter the name of the table, query or other data source.

Optionally you can use Skip first number of Rows from result to remove the first x rows from
the retrieved data.

5. ClickNext to continue.
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6. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then your OData data source must
be access ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view. When you don't use a PADS
Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS Des igner (for previewing) and
each PADS Viewer are able to f ind the OData data source you spec ify above.
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Connecting a database via ODBC
ODBC (Open Database Connectivity) is a widely used, generic model for accessing all kind of industry
standard databases. Many manufacturers have adopted the ODBC model to give access to their data-
bases.

Compared to OLEDB, ODBC gives less overhead but on the other hand offers less functionality.

I M P O R T A N T

Before you can connect to a data source via ODBC with PADS, you f irs t have to install the
ODBC dr iver for the required database type on your system.

After you have chosen ODBC as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify the
right settings to connect to a data source via ODBC.

To add/modify the ODBC connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the ODBC connection
settings.

3. Specify the ODBC connection string to get access to your data.
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As Data Link youmust enter the command for connecting to your data source. The string value
you have to enter here depends on your ODBC driver. Please see the documentation of your
ODBC driver for details, or otherwise www.connectionstrings.com.

http://www.connectionstrings.com/
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An example of a poss ib le ODBC connection str ing value to connect to a Microsoft
Access database is:
Dr iver={Microsoft Access Dr iver (*.mdb, *.ac-
cdb)};Dbq=C:\MyDatabase.accdb;Uid=Admin;Pwd=;

To check if your specified connection settings are correct, click the Test button.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the Data Source you want to connect to.



Page 352 of 485

To select one the data sources that have been automatically detected by the system, then choose
Tables, Views or Stored Procedures, click the drop-down box and select the data source from
the shown list. Otherwise choose SQL Statement and manually enter an SQL statement to
retrieve the required data.
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T I P

Only use an SQL s tatement when you can't use one of the automatically detected
data sources . SQL s tatements always need to be validated dur ing execution,
which may result in a s lower per formance.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the r ight ODBC dr iver must be
installed on your server AND the location of your data source must be access ib le, seen
from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer have the r ight ODBC dr iver ins talled
and are able to f ind the data source you spec ify above.
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Connecting a database via OLEDB
Similar to ODBC, OLEDB (Object Linking and Embedding Databases) is a generic model for accessing all
kind of industry standard databases. Compared to ODBC, OLEDB gives more overhead, but on the other
hand offers more functionality.

I M P O R T A N T

Before you can connect to a data source via OLEDB with PADS, you f irs t have to install
the OLEDB dr iver for the required database type on your system.

After you have chosen OLEDB as provider type in the data provider wizard, youmust specify the right set-
tings to connect to a data source via an OLEDB driver.

To add/modify the OLEDB connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the OLEDB connection
settings.

3. Specify the OLEDB connection string to get access to your data.
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As Data Link you canmanually enter the command for connecting to your data source. The
string value you enter here depends on your OLEDB driver. Please see the documentation of your
OLEDB driver for details, or otherwise www.connectionstrings.com.

Beside manually entering your connection string, you can also clickNew... and follow the instruc-
tions to compose your connection string.

http://www.connectionstrings.com/
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An example of a poss ib le OLEDB connection str ing value to connect to a Microsoft
Access database is:
Provider=Microsoft.ACE.OLEDB.12.0;Data Source=c:\MyDatabase.accdb;Pers is t
Secur ity Info=True

To check if your specified connection settings are correct, click the Test button.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the Data Source you want to connect to.
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To select one the data sources that have been automatically detected by the system, then choose
Tables, Views or Stored Procedures, click the drop-down box and select the data source from
the shown list. Otherwise choose SQL Statement and manually enter an SQL statement to
retrieve the required data.
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Only use an SQL s tatement when you can't use one of the automatically detected
data sources . SQL s tatements always need to be validated dur ing execution,
which may result in a s lower per formance.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the r ight OLEDB dr iver must be
installed on your server AND the location of your data source must be access ib le, seen
from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer have the r ight OLEDB dr iver ins talled
and are able to f ind the data source you spec ify above.
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Connecting a folder
With the folder provider type you can connect to a specific folder in order to get access to the content of
this folder. You can retrieve all files from the folder or just a selection. Optionally, you can include sub
folders as well.

After you have chosen Folder as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify the
right settings to connect to a collection of files in a folder.

To add/modify the folder connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the folder connection
settings.

3. Specify the folder, filter and sorting settings.
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Select Content Library to use a folder from the PADS Content Library or Folder to use a folder
outside the content library. Next youmust specify the name (including the relative or absolute
path) of the folder. If required you can use the browse button to locate the folder.
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It's s trongly recommended to use the PADS Content Library, because the content
l ibrary is automatically synchronized across all computers in your PADS system.
If you use a folder outs ide the content l ibrary you have to handle the dis tr ibution
of the f i les in this folder yourself .

Switch on Include Sub folders, if you also want to include the files of the sub folders of your
selected folder.

Use the Search Extension Restriction settings to filter on the files that you want to be included
in the result.

Optionally use the Sorting File List settings to sort the files in the result.

4. ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then your folder must be access ib le,
seen from the Data Server 's point of view. When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then
you need to ensure that both the PADS Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer
are able to f ind the folder you spec ify above.

Although technically possible, it's not recommended to use a shared folder (via mapped network drive
or UNC path) on your network as folder to connect to. A shared network folder will not only generate net-
work traffic each time the data provider refreshes, but may also generate significant network traffic
when the file names of the folder are used to retrieve the entire file content for displaying purposes.

Beside the folder specific sorting options described above, you can also use the generic sorting options
that can be set in one of the last steps of the data provider wizard. If you set the sorting options at both
places, then the generic sorting options will overrule the folder specific sorting options.
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Connecting a Microsoft Access database
The Microsoft Access provider type enables you to connect to Microsoft Access databases of Office
2010 or earlier versions.

I M P O R T A N T

Before you can connect to a Microsoft Access database with PADS, you may f irs t have to
install the Off ice System dr ivers on your system. For instance on Windows 7 systems
these Off ice dr ivers are not ins talled by default. The Off ice System dr ivers can be down-
loaded for free from the webs ite of Microsoft.

After you have chosenMicrosoft Access as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust
specify the right settings to connect to a table, query or parameter query of a Microsoft Access data-
base.

To add/modify the Microsoft Access connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the Microsoft Access
connection settings.

3. Specify the location and file name of the Microsoft Access database to connect to.
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Select Content Library to use a Microsoft Access database in the PADS Content Library or File
Name to use a Microsoft Access database outside the content library. Next youmust specify the
name (including the relative or absolute path) of the file. If required you can use the browse but-
ton to locate the file.

If your Microsoft Access database has been protected, then you can specify a Login Name and
Password to get access.
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To check if your specified connection settings are correct, click the Test button.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the Data Source you want to connect to.
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To select one of the data sources that have been automatically detected by the system, choose
Tables, Queries or Parameter Queries, click the drop-down box and select the data source
from the shown list. Otherwise choose SQL Statement and manually enter an SQL statement to
retrieve the required data.

T I P

Only use an SQL s tatement when you can't use one of the automatically detected
data sources . SQL s tatements always need to be validated dur ing execution,
which may result in a s lower per formance.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the Off ice System dr ivers must
be installed on your server AND the location of your Access database must be access-
ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer have the Off ice System dr ivers
installed and are able to f ind the Access database you spec ify above.

Although technically possible, it's not recommended to refer to a Microsoft Access database in a shared
folder (via mapped network drive or UNC path) on your network. Using a Microsoft Access database in
a shared network folder may generate significant network traffic each time the data provider refreshes.
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Connecting a Microsoft Excel sheet
The Microsoft Excel provider type enables you to connect to Microsoft Excel files of Office 2010 or
earlier versions.

I M P O R T A N T

Before you can connect to a Microsoft Excel f i le with PADS, you may f irs t have to install
the Off ice System dr ivers on your system. For instance on Windows 7 systems these
Off ice dr ivers are not ins talled by default. The Off ice System dr ivers can be downloaded
for free from the webs ite of Microsoft.

After you have chosenMicrosoft Excel as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust
specify the right settings to connect to a sheet of a Microsoft Excel file.

To add/modify the Microsoft Excel connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the Microsoft Excel con-
nection settings.

3. Specify the location and file name of the Microsoft Excel file to connect to.
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Select Content Library to use a Microsoft Excel file in the PADS Content Library or File Name to
use a Microsoft Excel file outside the content library. Next youmust specify the name (including
the relative or absolute path) of the file. If required you can use the browse button to locate the
file.
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If you don't use a data server it's s trongly recommended to use the PADS Content
Library, because the content l ibrary is automatically synchronized across all com-
puters in your PADS system. If you use a Microsoft Excel f i le outs ide the content
l ibrary you have to handle the dis tr ibution of the Excel f i le yourself .

Switch on First row contains column information when you want to remove the first row of the
Excel sheet from your results.

If your Microsoft Excel file has been protected, then you can specify a Password to get access.

To check if your specified connection settings are correct, click the Test button.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the sheet of your Excel file you want to connect to.
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The system automatically detects the available Sheets in your Excel file. Click the drop-down box
and select the sheet from the shown list.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.



Page 370 of 485

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the Off ice System dr ivers must
be installed on your server AND the location of your Excel f i le must be access ib le, seen
from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer have the Off ice System dr ivers
installed and are able to f ind the Excel f i le you spec ify above.

Although technically possible, it's not recommended to refer to a Microsoft Excel file in a shared folder
(via mapped network drive or UNC path) on your network. Using a Microsoft Excel file in a shared net-
work folder may generate significant network traffic each time the data provider refreshes.

To prevent file locking problems the PADS system internally makes a copy of your Microsoft Excel file
and works on this internal copy.
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Connecting a Microsoft Exchange Server
The Microsoft Exchange Server provider type enables you to connect to Microsoft Exchange Servers of
Office 2010 or 2007 SP1.

After you have chosenMicrosoft Exchange as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, you
must specify the right settings to connect to the calendar, inbox or contacts of a Microsoft Exchange
server.

To add/modify the Microsoft Exchange connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the Microsoft Exchange
connection settings.

3. Specify the settings, required to connect to your Microsoft Exchange Server.
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Use theMicrosoft Exchange Software Version options to select the version of your Microsoft
Exchange Server.

Choose Automatic and enter the E-mail Address of a valid account on your Exchange Server or
chooseManual and enter a valid URL to connect to your Microsoft Exchange Server. For details
about possible URLs to connect to your Microsoft Exchange Server, see the documentation of
Microsoft Exchange.
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An example of a poss ib le URL to connect to Microsoft Exchange is:
https://YourSmallBus inessServer/EWX/Exchange.asmx.

Next, enter the User Name, Password and Domain of a valid account on your Exchange Server
that can be used to connect.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the Data Source you want to connect to.
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Choose if you want to access the data of the Calendar, Inbox of Contacts from the account that
you have used to connect.

Optionally use the View Date/Time Period settings to filter the data that will be returned.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.
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Connecting a Microsoft SQL Server CE database
The Microsoft SQL Server CE provider type enables you to connect to Microsoft SQL Server Compact
Edition databases.

After you have chosenMicrosoft SQL Server CE as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS,
youmust specify the right settings to connect to a table of a Microsoft SQL Server CE database.

To add/modify the Microsoft SQL Server CE connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the Microsoft
SQL Server CE connection settings.

3. Specify the location and file name of the Microsoft SQL Server CE database to connect to.
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Select Content Library to use a Microsoft SQL Server CE database in the PADS Content Library
or File Name to use a Microsoft SQL Server CE database outside the content library. Next you
must specify the name (including the relative or absolute path) of the file. If required you can use
the browse button to locate the file.

If your Microsoft SQL Server CE database has been protected, then you can specify a Password
to get access.
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Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the table in the database you want to connect to.

The system automatically detects the available Tables in your SQL Server CE database. Click the
drop-down box and select the table from the shown list.

ClickNext to continue.
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5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the location of your Microsoft
SQL Server CE database must be access ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer are able to f ind the Microsoft
SQL Server CE database you spec ify above.
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Connecting a Microsoft SQL Server database
The Microsoft SQL Server provider type enables you to connect to Microsoft SQL Server databases,
using the native SQL Server driver.

After you have chosenMicrosoft SQL Server as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, you
must specify the right settings to connect to a table, view or stored procedure of a Microsoft Access
database.

To add/modify the Microsoft SQL Server connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the Microsoft
SQL Server connection settings.

3. Specify the settings, required to connect to your Microsoft SQL Server.
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AsMicrosoft SQL Server Name you can either manually enter the name of your SQL Server or
click the drop-down button to get a list of available SQL Servers in your network.

In the Logon to the Server section specify the authentication settings and other settings that can
be used to connect to your SQL Server.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.
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4. Select the Database of your SQL Server instance and the Data Source you want to connect to.

To select a Database of your SQL Server instance, click the drop-down button and select the data-
base from the shown list.

To select one of the data sources that have been automatically detected by the system, choose
Tables, Views or Stored Procedures, click the drop-down box and select the data source from
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the shown list. Otherwise choose SQL Statement and manually enter an SQL statement to
retrieve the required data.

T I P

Only use an SQL s tatement when you can't use one of the automatically detected
data sources . SQL s tatements always need to be validated dur ing execution,
which may result in a s lower per formance.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

Because Microsoft SQL Server has built-in optimization for executing queries it's not always recom-
mended to use a data server in combination withMicrosoft SQL Server.
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Connecting a PADS CMS
The PADS CMS provider type enables you to access data, stored in the PADS ContentManagement Sys-
tem. The PADS CMS is a complementary product of PADS that can be separately purchased. It can be
used to store various categories of content and includes a large collection of predefined query to
retrieve the content for display purposes. To manage the content in the PADS CMS database you can
use the PADS Content Manager application.

After you have chosen PADS CMS as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify
the right settings to connect to a query of your PADS CMS database.

To add/modify the PADS CMS connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the PADS CMS con-
nection settings.

3. Specify the settings, required to connect to your PADS CMS Server.
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As PADS CMS Serverr youmust enter the network address of your PADS CMS server. This can
be a computer name, ip address of DNS name.

Adjust the Port Number, if your PADS CMS Server has been configured to use a different port
number than the default port number (80).

Specify the Autorization settings when your PADS CMS Server has been secured.
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Specify the Proxy Server settings if the connection runs via a proxy server that requires authen-
tication.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the Data Source you want to connect to.
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To select one of the data sources that have been automatically detected by the system, choose
Tables or Parameter Queries, click the drop-down box and select the data source from the
shown list.

Enter the values for the Parameters when you have selected a parameter query.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.
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Connecting a static table
The static data provider type enables you to embed a table with static data in your presentation and use
is in the same way as with other data provider. Because the table is stored into your presentation it's
guaranteed that the data in the table is always accessible.

After you have chosen static data as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify
the right settings to access the static data of your presentation.

To add/modify the Static data connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the Static data con-
nection settings.

3. Design the structure of the table you want to use.
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ClickNew Table.. to create the structure of your table.
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ClickAdd to add a new column to your table. Use in-place editing to change the Column name
and/or Type of the column. Optionally, clickMove Up or Move Down to change the sequence
order of the columns.

After you are finished designing the structure of your table, clickOK to return to the data pro-
vider wizard.

Click Save Table... if you want to save the structure of the created table on your computer. Save
table structures can be reused later in other presentations by clicking Load Table....

4. Fill your table with static data.
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ClickAdd Row to insert a new row into your table. Use in-place editing to enter static values for
the columns of your row. Optionally, clickMove Up or Move Down to change the sequence order
of your rows.

5. ClickNext to continue.

6. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.
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Remarks

T I P

In some s ituations it can be interesting to place the static p lay lis t items of your ele-
ment p lay lis t in a static tab le. This way features that are only availab le to data pro-
viders (l ike rules) can be applied.

A data provider offering static data is always available, because it's embedded into your presentation.
This makes static tables an ideal candidate for a backup data provider. If you use a backup data pro-
vider, then it's your own responsibility to make sure that the backup data provider will deliver exactly the
same data structure as the primary data provider.
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Connecting a text feed
The text feed provider type enables you to connect to a text file over a network (typically the Internet)
and treat the content of the text file as a table with columns and rows.

N O T E

When you want to connect to a text f i le in the PADS Content Library or on your f i le sys-
tem, you have to use the text f i le provider type.

After you have chosen text feed as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify
the right settings to connect to a text feed.

To add/modify the text feed connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the text feed con-
nection settings.

3. Specify the web location of the text file to connect to.
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Specify the URL of the location, containing your text feed.

Specify the Column Delimiter settings to define how the content of your text feed must be split
up into columns. Switch on The text file contains column information when the first line of
your text feed contains the column names. Also choose the character that is used in your text file
to separate the column values.
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Specify the Row Delimiter settings to define how the content of your text feed must be split up
into rows.

If your text feed has been secured youmust switch onAuthorization required and specify a
UserID, Password and optionally a Domain to get access.

4. ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then your text feed must be access-
ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view. When you don't use a PADS Data Server ,
then you need to ensure that both the PADS Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS
Viewer are able to f ind the text feed you spec ify above.
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Connecting a text file
The text file provider type enables you to connect to a text file and treat the content of the text file as a
table with columns and rows.

N O T E

When you want to connect to a text f i le on the Internet you have to use the text feed pro-
vider type.

After you have chosen text file as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify
the right settings to connect to a text file.

To add/modify the text file connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the text file connection
settings.

3. Specify the location and file name of the text file to connect to.
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Select Content Library to use a text file in the PADS Content Library or File Name to use a text
file outside the content library. Next youmust specify the name (including the relative or absolute
path) of the file. If required you can use the browse button to locate the file.
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T I P

If you don't use a data server it's s trongly recommended to use the PADS Content
Library, because the content l ibrary is automatically synchronized across all com-
puters in your PADS system. If you use a text f i le outs ide the content l ibrary you
have to handle the dis tr ibution of the text f i le yourself .

Specify the Column Delimiter settings to define how the content of your text file must be split up
into columns. Switch on The text file contains column information when the first line of your
text file contains the column names. Also choose the character that is used in your text file to sep-
arate the column values.

Specify the Row Delimiter settings to define how the content of your text file must be split up
into rows.

4. ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the location of your text f i le
must be access ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer are able to f ind the text f i le you spe-
c ify above.

To prevent file locking problems the PADS system internally makes a copy of your text file and works on
this internal copy.
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Connecting an RSS feed
RSS (Rich Site Summary) is a standardized web feed format, used to publish frequently updated works
such as blog entries, news headlines, audio, and video.

N O T E

If you connect to a web feed that does not fol low the off ic ial RSS 2.0 spec if ications ,
then you have to use the XML feed provider type.

When you want to connect to an RSS fi le in the PADS content l ibrary or on your f i le sys-
tem you have to use the RSS f i le provider type.

After you have chosen RSS feed as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify
the right settings to connect to an RSS feed.

To add/modify the RSS feed connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the RSS feed con-
nection settings.

3. Specify the link of the RSS feed to connect to.
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As RSS feed Address youmust specify the URL, referring to the location your RSS feed.

The system will only accept data structures that can be processed by the Microsoft
.NET framework and follow the official RSS 2.0 specifications, as described atwww.rss-
board.org/rss-specification.

http://www.rssboard.org/rss-specification
http://www.rssboard.org/rss-specification
http://www.rssboard.org/rss-specification
http://www.rssboard.org/rss-specification
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E X A M P L E

An example of a poss ib le RSS feed address is the news feed of BBC wor ld news:
http://newsrss .bbc.co.uk/rss/newsonline_wor ld_edition/front_page/rss .xml.

If your RSS feed has been secured youmust switch onAuthorization required and specify a
UserID, Password and optionally a Domain to get access.

Specify the Proxy Server settings if the connection runs via a proxy server that requires authen-
tication.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then your RSS feed must be access-
ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view. When you don't use a PADS Data Server ,
then you need to ensure that both the PADS Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS
Viewer are able to f ind the RSS feed you spec ify above.
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Connecting an RSS file
RSS (Rich Site Summary) is a standardized web feed format, used to publish frequently updated works
such as blog entries, news headlines, audio, and video.

The RSS file provider type enables you to connect to an XML file with an internal structure that can be
processed by the Microsoft .NET framework and follows the official RSS 2.0 specifications, as described
atwww.rssboard.org/rss-specification.

N O T E

If you connect to an RSS fi le that does not fol low the off ic ial RSS 2.0 spec if ications ,
then you have to use the XML f i le provider type.

When you want to connect to an RSS feed on the Internet you have to use the RSS feed
provider type.

After you have chosen RSS file as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify
the right settings to connect to an RSS file.

To add/modify the RSS file connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the RSS file connection
settings.

3. Specify the location and file name of the RSS file to connect to.

http://www.rssboard.org/rss-specification
http://www.rssboard.org/rss-specification
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Select Content Library to use an RSS file in the PADS Content Library or File Name to use an RSS
file outside the content library. Next youmust specify the name (including the relative or absolute
path) of the file. If required you can use the browse button to locate the file.
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T I P

If you don't use a data server it's s trongly recommended to use the PADS Content
Library, because the content l ibrary is automatically synchronized across all com-
puters in your PADS system. If you use an RSS fi le outs ide the content l ibrary you
have to handle the dis tr ibution of the text f i le yourself .

4. ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the location of your RSS f i le
must be access ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer are able to f ind the RSS f i le you spe-
c ify above.

In some situations it can be interesting to download an RSS feed from the Internet, store it locally and
use the RSS file data provider type of PADS to access it. To download an RSS feed from the Internet with
Microsoft Internet Explorer, use the following steps:

1. Start Microsoft Internet Explorer.

2. Navigate to the RSS feed.

3. Right-click the browser window and select the menu option 'View Source'. This will open the Note-
pad application to show the content.

4. Use the Save function of Notepad to save the content to a file.
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Connecting a WMI class
Windows Management Instrumentation (WMI) is a set of extensions to the Windows Driver Model that
gives access to system information about nearly every aspect of your Windows system.

After you have chosenWMI as provider type in the data provider wizard, youmust specify the right set-
tings to connect to a WMI class.

To add/modify the WMI connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the WMI connection set-
tings.

3. Specify the authorization settings to access WMI.
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SpecifyAuthorization settings if access to WMI has been secured.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the WMI data source you want to connect to.
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To select one of the WMI classes that have been automatically detected by the system, choose
Win32 Class,Msft Class, Cim Class or Other Classes, click the drop-down box and select the
data source from the shown list. Otherwise chooseManual Query and manually enter an
query statement to retrieve WMI data. For more information about querying WMI, see
WMI documentation on the Internet.

ClickNext to continue.
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5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

The WMI data provider will retrieve its information from the local PC. This means that you can use a WMI
data provider to visualize interesting system information of your PADS Viewer PC or use this information
in rule conditions.

Although technically possible, it does not really make sense to use a data server for delivery of your
WMI information. When using a data server, all PADS Viewers will receive the system information of the
PADS Server PC instead of their own local system information.
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Connecting an XML feed
The XML feed provider type enables you to connect to a web feed that does not follow the official RSS
2.0 specifications.

N O T E

If you connect to a web feed that DOES follow the off ic ial RSS 2.0 spec if ications , then
you can best use the RSS feed provider type.

When you want to connect to an XML f i le in the PADS content l ibrary or on your f i le sys-
tem you have to use the XML f i le provider type.

After you have chosen XML feed as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify
the right settings to connect to an XML feed.

To add/modify the XML feed connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the XML feed con-
nection settings.

3. Specify the link of the XML feed to connect to.
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As RSS feed Address youmust specify the URL, referring to the location of your XML feed.

The system will only accept data structures that can be processed as an XML data table.

If your XML feed has been secured youmust switch onAuthorization required and specify a
UserID, Password and optionally a Domain to get access.
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Specify the Proxy Server settings if the connection runs via a proxy server that requires authen-
tication.

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the table in the XML feed you want to connect to.
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The system automatically detects the available Tables in your XML feed. Click the drop-down box
and select the table from the shown list.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then your XML feed must be access-
ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view. When you don't use a PADS Data Server ,
then you need to ensure that both the PADS Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS
Viewer are able to f ind the XML feed you spec ify above.
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Connecting an XML file
The XML file provider type enables you to connect to an XML file with an internal data structures that can
be processed as an XML data table..

N O T E

If you connect to an XML f i le with in internal data structure that fol low the off ic ial
RSS 2.0 spec if ications , then you can best use the RSS fi le provider type.

When you want to connect to an XML feed on the Internet you have to use the XML feed
provider type.

After you have chosen XML file as provider type in the data provider wizard of PADS, youmust specify
the right settings to connect to an XML file.

To add/modify the XML file connection settings of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where start specifying the XML file connection
settings.

3. Specify the location and file name of the XML file to connect to.
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Select Content Library to use an XML file in the PADS Content Library or File Name to use an
XML file outside the content library. Next youmust specify the name (including the relative or
absolute path) of the file. If required you can use the browse button to locate the file.
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T I P

If you don't use a data server it's s trongly recommended to use the PADS Content
Library, because the content l ibrary is automatically synchronized across all com-
puters in your PADS system. If you use an XML f i le outs ide the content l ibrary you
have to handle the dis tr ibution of the text f i le yourself .

Afterwards clickNext to continue.

4. Select the table in the XML file you want to connect to.
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The system automatically detects the available Tables in your XML file. Click the drop-down box
and select the table from the shown list.

ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.



Page 416 of 485

Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

When you have spec if ied to use a PADS Data Server then the location of your XML f i le
must be access ib le, seen from the Data Server 's point of view.

When you don't use a PADS Data Server , then you need to ensure that both the PADS
Des igner (for previewing) and each PADS Viewer are able to f ind the XML f i le you spe-
c ify above.
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Adding your own columns to your data provider
In the data provider wizard after you have defined the provider connection settings, you have the pos-
sibility to add your own custom columns with calculated values to the data that is delivered by the data
source.

T I P

When your data source delivers the r ight data, but not exactly in the way you want,
then adding your own columns is the ideal way to adjust the results without having to
make adjustments to the or ig inal data source.

To add/modify your own columns of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where you can add your own columns.

3. Add your own columns to your data provider.
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If you switch onAdd Current Date columns then the system will automatically add the following
columns to the delivered data of your data source:

Column Description

Current_Date Returns the current date.
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Current_DateTime Returns both the current date and time.

Current_Year Returns the current year.

Current_Month Returns the current month number.

Current_Day Returns the current day of month number.

Current_Day_of_Week Returns the name of the current week day.

Current_Total_Seconds Returns the current date as a numeric value.

If you switch onAdd Current Time columns then the system will automatically add the following
columns to the delivered data of your data source:

Column Description

Current_Time Returns the current time.

Current_Hour
Returns both the current number of hours within
the day.

Current_Minute
Returns the current number of minutes within the
hour.

4. Use the Expressions section to add your own calculated columns to the delivered data of your
data source.

To add a calculated column, clickAdd.
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As Column Name youmust enter a unique name to identify your column within the delivered
data. The Data Type enables you to deliver your calculated column in the right data format.

As Expression youmust enter the expression that will be used to calculate the returning value for
your column. For instance you could concatenate the values of two existing columns or apply an
mathematical calculation to an existing column. Any value that is accepted by the Microsoft .NET
Framework as an expression is allowed, giving you a nearly infinitive number of possibilities.

T I P

To get an overview of all poss ib le values that can be used as an express ion, see
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/l ibrary/system.data.datacolumn.express ion
(v=VS.71).aspx .

To include one of the existing columns of your data provider in your expression, you can double-
click the column in the list of Available columns. To see if the syntax of your expression is correct
click Test.

ClickOK to add your calculated column and return to the data provider wizard window.

5. ClickNext to continue.

6. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/system.data.datacolumn.expression(v=VS.71).aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/system.data.datacolumn.expression(v=VS.71).aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/system.data.datacolumn.expression(v=VS.71).aspx
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Remarks

The values of the columns that you define here will be calculated at real-time during playback. For the cal-
culation of the current date and current time during playback the system time of the PC is used.

Choosing the rightData Type for your calculated columns is important when you want to display your
real-time data in a certain format. Optionally, you can also use the Formatted Text element to display
your data with the right formatting or handle the formatting in the Expression of the calculated column.
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Applying filters and/or sorting to your data provider
As part of the data provider wizard, you can add your own filters and/or sorting to your data provider. A
filter limits the number of rows in the data results to only the rows that meet the specified filter condition.
Sorting determine the sequence order in which the rows are returned.

T I P

When your data source delivers the r ight data, but not exactly in the rows or sor ting
you want, then applying your own f i lters or sor ting is the ideal way to adjust the results
without having to make adjustments to the or ig inal data source.

To add/modify your own filters and/or sorting of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where you can specify your own filters and
sorting.

3. Apply your filters and/or sorting to your data provider.
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To set a filter for the data that is delivered by your data source click Filter data and then Edit.
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In the Filter Editor window, click Insert, specify your filter conditions and clickUpdate. For com-
plex filter conditions with an AND/OR clause youmust do multiple insertions. Afterwards clickOK
to update the filter and return to the data provider wizard window.

4. To adjust the sorting order for the data that is delivered by your data source click Sort data and
then Edit.
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Adjust the sorting order in the sort window. Afterwards clickOK to update the sorting and return
to the data provider wizard window.

5. ClickNext to continue.

6. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

The Filter and sorting that you specify here will be applied after the data provider has retrieved the real-
time data from the specified data source. This means the sorting will overrule any sorting that has been
used by the data source itself.
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Advanced provider settings
As part of the data provider wizard, you can specify advanced options for your data provider.

To set/modify the advanced options of your data provider

1. Start the data provider wizard as described in Adding a data provider or Editing a data pro-
vider.

2. Follow the instructions of the wizard, until the page where you can specify the advanced options.

3. Specify advanced options for your data provider.
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Retrieve data from data source, every x seconds determines the frequency used by the sys-
tem to retrieve the real-time data from the data source of your data provider during playback of
your presentation.

If Clear Data is switched on then during playback the system will automatically clear all real-time
data when the connection with the data source is lost for more than the specified number of
seconds.
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T I P

Switch on Clear Data when your data provider delivers real-time data that can
best be removed when it becomes outdated. For ins tance real-time passenger
information at an airpor t or s tock exchange values at a stock market.

If Use a backup data provider when the default data provider fails is switched on then you
can click Edit... to define a second data provider that will act as a backup. If the data source of
your data provider can not be accessed, the system will automatically switch over to this backup
data provider.

I M P O R T A N T

If you use a backup data provider , then it's your own respons ib i l ity to make sure
that the backup data provider wil l deliver exactly the same data structure as the
pr imary data provider . If th is is not the case, then the elements of your present-
ation might not be able to connect to the backup data provider .

4. ClickNext to continue.

5. Finish the wizard as described in Adding a data provider.

Remarks

If you have specified to use a data server then the Retrieve data from data source, every x seconds
setting determines how often your PADS Data Server will retrieve the real-time data. If PADS Data Server
needs to retrieve the same real-time data with different refresh values for multiple PADS Viewers, then
the lowest refresh value will be used. After retrieval of the real-time data the PADS Data Server only for-
wards the data to the connected PADS Viewers when the data has changed to minimize network traffic.

The Retrieve data from data source, every x seconds value will affect the CPU load on your Viewer PC
(and the Server PC if a data server is used). Depending on the location of your data source and the
usage of a data server it will also affect the traffic on your network.

If you have switched on Clear Data and you use a data server then the real-time data is only cleared
when the data source can no longer be accessed by PADS Data Server. The real-time data will not be
automatically cleared when the connection of PADS Viewer with the PADS Data Server is lost.

If you specified a backup data provider in combination with a data server and the connection with this
data server is lost, then the system will automatically switch over to your backup PADS Server (if spe-
cified) and use the data server that is part of this backup PADS Server.

T I P

If your data provider refers to a data source that might be temporary inaccess ib le (l ike
an RSS feed on the Internet), then it could be interesting to use a backup data provider
that wil l always be availab le (l ike an XML f i le on your computer).
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Editing a data provider
Editing an existing data provider in your presentation is quite similar to adding a new data provider. The
same data provider wizard is used for this purpose.

To edit an existing data provider in your presentation

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the data provider in the list of data providers to select it.
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3. Click Edit... to start the Data provider wizard.

4. Follow the steps of the wizard.

Remarks

For more information about the working of the data provider wizard, see Add a data provider.

I M P O R T A N T

If you modify a data provider that is used by one or more page elements in your present-
ation, then the system will try to keep the exis ting data provider settings of these ele-
ments . However if you for ins tance connect to another data source with dif ferent
column names then this is not poss ib le. As a result al l the elements wil l loose there data
provider settings .
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Removing a data provider
If you no longer use a certain data provider then you can best remove it from your presentation.

To remove an existing data provider from your presentation

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the data provider in the list of data providers to select it.

3. ClickRemove to remove the data provider.

4. Click Yes to confirm that you want to remove the provider.

5. If the data provider is still in use, a windowwill be shown to inform you about the page elements
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that use the data provider.

6. ClickRemove to confirm again that you want to remove the provider.

Remarks

If you clickRemove to remove a data provider and this data provider is still in use by one or more ele-
ments of your presentation, then the system will give you a notification about this. If you confirm to
delete the data provider anyway then all elements that still used the data provider will be adjusted and
loose their connection.

I M P O R T A N T

It is very important to remove any data provider that is no longer used by your present-
ation. If such a data provider is NOT removed then dur ing playback the system will s ti l l
retr ieve and refresh the real-time data for this data provider . This may unnecessar i ly
s low down the execution of your system.
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Duplicating a data provider
Duplicating an existing data provider in your presentation creates a copy of an existing provider.

To Duplicate an existing data provider in your presentation

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the data provider in the list of data providers to select it.

3. ClickDuplicate to create a copy of this data provider.
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Remarks

The duplicate function is intended to be used when you want to create a new data provider that has
much similarities with one of your existing data providers. Afterwards you can Edit the duplicated data
provider to adjust it to your requirements.

When duplicating an existing data provider, the new duplicated data provider will get a new unique, gen-
erated name.

For more information about the working of the data provider wizard, see Add a data provider.
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Importing a data provider
To reuse a data provider from another presentation you can import it into your presentation.

To import a data provider to your presentation

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click Import... in the Data Providers window.

3. In the File Open dialog window locate and open the folder that contains the presentation.
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4. Double-click the presentation you want to open.

5. Awindowwith the available data providers in the selected presentation is shown.
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Select the data provider that you want to import and clickOK.

Remarks

When you import pages from another presentation via the import pages wizard and these pages con-
tain data providers, then these data providers are automatically imported into your presentation. The
same applies to importing a master page.

If you import a data provider that has exactly the same name as one of your existing data providers,
then it will automatically get a new unique, generated name.

T I P

When you often use the same data providers in your presentations , then you can best
use the poss ib i l ities to reuse data providers instead of importing data providers from
other presentations .
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Previewing a data provider
You can preview a data provider to check the real-time data that is delivered by the data provider.

To preview an existing data provider of your presentation

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the data provider in the list of data providers to select it.

3. Click Preview to see the real-time data as it is delivered by the data provider.
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Remarks

If you have any problems with displaying real-time data during playback then using the Preview function
is one of the possibilities to see how the real-time data is delivered by the data provider.

If you have specified any additional columns, sorting or filtering in the data provider wizard, then this
will be included in the preview results.

I M P O R T A N T

The Data Server setting in the data provider wizard determines how your real-time data
wil l be retr ieved by the data provider . If you don't use a data server then it's poss ib le
that your preview wil l show the r ight results , while your PADS Viewers don't show any
results dur ing playback. This probably means that the location of your data source is
not access ib le, seen from the PADS Viewer 's point of view.
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Reusing data providers
If you often use the same data providers in your presentations, then you can best store these data pro-
viders on your computer. Stored data providers can simply be reused in other presentations, previewed
and removed when they are no longer required.

To store an existing data provider on your computer

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the data provider in the list of data providers to select it.

3. ClickKeep to store the data provider on your computer.
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To get an overview of the stored data providers

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the expander button besideMy Data Providers if the my data providers section has been
collapsed.

3. The My Data providers section shows a list of stored data providers.

To add a stored data provider to your presentation

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the expander button besideMy Data Providers if the my data providers section has been
collapsed.

3. Click the data provider in the list of stored data providers to select it.

4. ClickUse to copy the data provider to the list of data providers for your presentation.

To preview a stored data provider

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the expander button besideMy Data Providers if the my data providers section has been
collapsed.

3. Click the data provider in the list of stored data providers to select it.

4. Click Preview to see the real-time data that is delivered by the data provider.

To remove a stored data provider from your computer

1. ClickData providers on the Homemenu.

2. Click the expander button besideMy Data Providers if the my data providers section has been
collapsed.

3. Click the data provider in the list of stored data providers to select it.

4. ClickRemove to remove the stored data provider .

Of course removing a stored data provider will not affect the data providers in your presentations.
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Remarks

Stored data providers are saved on your computer. So the stored data providers will not be available
when you use the PADS Designer application on another computer.

If you add a stored data provider that has exactly the same name as one of your existing data providers,
then it will automatically get a new unique, generated name.
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Working with rules
Together with data providers, rules are one of the most powerful features of PADS. By defining rules you
can have your presentation, page or page element automatically respond to predefined situations.

A rule consists of a condition (IF clause) and an action (THEN clause). The condition defines a specific situ-
ation that may occur. If the condition is met during playback, then the defined action for this rule will be
executed.

Rules can be defined at presentation level, page level and page element level. At each level you can
define as many rules as you want, but there can always be only one of these rules active at the same
time.

Most rules will be linked to a data provider, to optimally respond to data-related events.

Examples

A typical example of a presentation rule is:
IF there is no real-time data to display, THEN automatically switch over to a page with advertising. As soon
as there is real-time data again, switch back to the original page.

A typical example of a page rule is:
IF the current time is between 10:00 AM and 11:00 AM, THENmake the page invisible (whichmeans the
page will be skipped).

A typical example of a page element rule is:
IF the real-time data value is higher then a certain level, THEN change the background color of the element
into red.

In this section

Managing rules
Describes how to add, edit and remove rules.

Setting a rule condition
Describes how to specify the condition (IF clause) of a rule.

Setting a rule action
Describes how to specify the action to be taken (THEN clause) when the condition of the rule is met.
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Managing rules
Depending on their level, rules can be managed in the presentation properties window, page properties
window or element properties window.

To access the presentation rules of your presentation

1. Click Presentation Properties on the Presentationmenu.

2. ClickRules in the navigation pane of the presentation properties window.

To access the page rules of your presentation

1. Click Page Properties on the Page menu.

2. ClickRules in the navigation pane of the page properties window.

To access the page element rules of your presentation

1. Select the page element, for instance by clicking it.

2. Click Element Properties on the Elementsmenu.

3. ClickRules in the navigation pane of the element properties window.

N O T E

Not all page elements support rules .
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Rules overview

The rules section shows you a list of the custom rules that you have defined for the presentation, page
or element.

The sequence order of the rules determines the order in which the rules will be processed during play-
back of your presentation. As soon as the system finds a rule for which the condition is met, this rule will
become active and the action that has been defined for the rule will be executed. There can always be
only one rule active at the same time, so when a rule becomes active the remaining rules will be ignored.

Presentation rules will be processed continuously during playback, page rules when your presentation
switches to another page and element rules will be processed each time one of the properties of your
element changes.

Adding a rule

To add a new rule:

1. ClickAdd... in the Rules section.

2. Enter a Rule Name to give the rule a unique name.

3. Set the rule condition (IF clause) in the rule editor window.
For a detailed description of this step, see Setting a rule condition, further on in this manual.
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4. Set the rule action (THEN clause) in the rule editor window.
For a detailed description of this step, see Setting a rule action, further on in this manual.

5. ClickOK to add the rule and return to the rules section of the properties window.

Editing a rule

To edit an existing rule:

1. Select the rule to be adjusted in the list of the Rules section.

2. Click Edit... to open the rule editor window.

3. Make the required changes.

4. ClickOK to update the rule and return to the rules section of the properties window.

Moving a rule

I M P O R T A N T

The sequence order of the rules in the rules section determines the order in which the
rules wil l be processed dur ing playback, so it's very important to place your rules in the
r ight sequence order .

To change the sequence order position of a rule:

1. Select the rule in the list of the Rules section.

2. Click the Move Up or Move Down button to change the position of the rule.

Removing a rule

T I P

Always remove rules that are no longer required. Otherwise the rules wil l s ti l l be pro-
cessed dur ing playback. This is espec ial ly important for presentation rules which are
processed continuous ly dur ing playback.

To remove an existing rule:

1. Select the rule to be removed in the list of the Rules section.

2. ClickRemove to remove the rule.
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Duplicating a rule

When you want to create a rule that has much similarities with one of the existing rules you can best
make a duplicate of the rule and edit it afterwards.

To duplicate a rule:

1. Select the rule to be duplicated in the list of the Rules section.

2. ClickDuplicate to create an exact copy of the rule.
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Setting a rule condition (IF clause)
Rules consist of a condition and an action. The condition of a rule defines a specific situation that may
occur. If this situation occurs during playback (=the condition is met), then the defined action for this rule
will be executed. Most rule conditions are linked to a data provider, to optimally respond to data-
related events.

Presentation rules will be processed continuously during playback, page rules when your presentation
switches to another page and element rules will be processed each time one of the properties of your
element changes.

Setting the condition of a rule is part of the procedure for adding or editing a rule, as described inman-
aging rules.

Rule editor window

The condition of a rule is composed in the rule editor window.

A rule condition usually consists of an IF clause with 1 operation and multiple values. Optionally, you can
use AND/OR operators to combine multiple conditions into one complex rule condition. Examples of
possible rule conditions are:

Rule condition syntax Example

IF <Value> <Operation> <Value> IF ROW COUNT LARGER THAN 0

IF <Value> <Operation> <Value> AND <Value> IF CURRENT DATA BETWEEN 10 AND 20
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IF <Value> <Operation> <Value>
AND <Value> <Operation> <Value> AND <Value>

IF ROW COUNT LARGER THAN 0
AND CURRENT DATA BETWEEN 10 AND 20

To compose a rule condition

1. Click Insert... to expand the definition pane.

2. Select what you want to use as Value 1. You can choose from the following types:

Value Type Description

Constant
Use a static constant.
Manually specify the Value to be used as con-
stant.

System Date Use the system data of the playback PC.
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System Long Time
Use the system time of the playback PC in long
time format.

System Long Time (UTC)
Use the system time of the playback PC in long
time and UTC time zone format.

System Time Use the system time of the playback PC.

System Time (UTC)
Use the system time of the playback PC in UTC
time zone format.

Current Data

Use the current column and current row of the
active data provider.
This option is only applicable to page elements.
The active data provider is determined by the
data provider properties of the page element.

Previous Data

Use the current column and previous row of the
active data provider.
This option is only applicable to page elements
having switched on data scrolling. It enables you
to compare two consecutive data values. The act-
ive data provider is determined by the data pro-
vider properties of the page element.

Other Column

Use the current row, but a different column of
the active data provider.
This option is only applicable to page elements.
The active data provider is determined by the
data provider properties of the page element.
Manually select the Column to be used.

Other Data
Use a specific data provider, column and row.
Manually select the Data Provider, Column and
Row to be used.

Other Data Scroll

Use a specific data provider and column, but
keep the row in sync with the row of your active
data provider.
This option is only applicable to page elements
having switched on data scrolling. The active
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data provider is determined by the data pro-
vider properties of the page element.

Row Count
Use the number of rows of a specific data pro-
vider.
Manually select the Data Provider to be used.

Current RowNumber

Use the current row number of your active data
provider.
This option is only applicable to page elements.
The active data provider is determined by the
data provider properties of the page element.

Page Name

Use the name of the current page in your
presentation.
This option is only applicable to pages and page
elements.

Page Number

Use the sequence number of the current page in
your presentation.
This option is only applicable to pages and page
elements.

Viewer Name
Use the unique viewer name of the viewer that
plays the presentation.

Computer Name
Use the computer name of the PC on which the
presentation plays.

Computer Language Name
Use the Microsoft Windows language name of
the PC on which the presentation plays.

3. Select the Operation to decide how the values of the conditionmust be compared.

4. Optionally, adjust the Compare As value to force the system to use a specific compare method.

5. Specify what you want to use for Value 2 and (only applicable to some operations) Value 3.

6. ClickUpdate to save the rule condition.
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To compose a complex rule condition

1. Follow the procedure to compose a rule condition as described above.

2. Repeat the same procedure, but select AND or OR instead of IF as Operator in the definition
pane.
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Setting a rule action (THEN clause)
Rules consist of a condition and an action. The the action of a rule defines the task that must be executed
when the condition of the rule is met. Possible actions are switching to another page of your present-
ation (presentation rule), changing properties of a page (page rule) or a page element (page element
rule).

Setting the condition of a rule is part of the procedure for adding or editing a rule, as described inman-
aging rules.

Rule editor window

The action of a rule is set via the rule editor window.

For a presentation rule the rule editor window looks as follows:

For a page rule and page element rule the rule editor window looks as follows:
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The action settings can be found in the bottom part of the window.

To set the action of a presentation rule

1. Click the Show Page drop-down button and select the page of your presentation you want to
become visible when the condition of your rule is met.

To set the action of a page rule or page element rule

1. Click Set Properties... to open the properties window of the page or page element.

2. Set the properties you want to be adjusted by the rule action.

N O T E

Each proper ty adjustment is marked with a red color in the proper ties window, so
you can see at a glance which proper ties wil l be adjusted by the rule action.

Proper ties that can not be adjusted via rules wil l be disabled.

3. ClickOK to save the property adjustments and return to the rule editor window.

To reset the action of a page rule or page element rule

1. ClickReset in the rule editor window.

By resetting the rule action all property adjustments are cleared.
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Tools
The PADS Designer application has some built-in tools that are used across or affect the entire applic-
ation. Most of these tools are accessible via the Toolsmenu in the ribbon bar.

In this section

Options
Enables you to adjust the program settings of the PADS Designer application.

Add-on elements
Shows the availability of add-on elements.

Check for updates
Describes how you can check for, download and install new versions of the PADS software.

Content organizer
Gives access to the Content Organizer application to manage the files in your PADS content library.

Synchronization
Describes the possibilities to synchronize your local PADS content library with the central PADS Content
library on the PADS Server.

About
Shows version and license information about the PADS Designer application.

Using the color picker
Describes the working of the color picker that is used everywhere in the application for defining color
settings.
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Options
The PADS Designer application has a number of global settings that determine the overall working of
the application. These settings can be adjusted in the options window.

To adjust application settings

1. ClickOptions in the Application section of the Toolsmenu.

2. Adjust one or more of the settings in the options window.
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3. ClickOK or Apply to make the changes effective.

Options overview

Option section Description

General Global application settings.

Defaults Default values for new presentations, page or page elements.

Design window Settings that are related to the design process.

Preview window
Settings that determine how the preview of your presentation will be
handled.
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Add-on elements Shows the location where your installed Add-on elements are stored.
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General options
These options represent global settings for the PADS Designer application.

Language

Language
The language in which the user interface of the PADS Designer application will be displayed.

When the Language setting is changed, then the new setting will only take effect after a restart of the
application.
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User Interface

When Selecting Elements by dragging a Selection Rectangle only select the Elements which are
completely within the Rectangle
This option affects the way page elements are selected by dragging the mouse. If the option is switched
on and you select page elements by clicking, dragging and releasing the mouse then only those ele-
ments will be selected that are completely encapsulated in the dragged area. If the option is switched off
then also page elements that are only partly encapsulated will be selected.
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Defaults options
These options enable you to define default values for new presentations, pages or page elements.
Newly created items will automatically receive these default values.

To set default properties for your presentation, page or page element

1. Click the element for which you want to set the default (only valid for page elements).

2. Click the corresponding Specify Defaults... button.

3. Specify the default values in the dialog box that appears, just like you would normally set prop-
erties.

4. ClickOK to return to the Options window.

5. ClickOK to save the options.



Page 463 of 485

To reset the default settings for presentations, pages or page elements youmust click one of the Reset
buttons or the Reset All button. With this the default settings will be set back to the factory settings.

Remarks

Not for all settings it is possible to define a default value. You will notice that some settings like the Iden-
tification settings of the page elements can not be set to a default values and will be disabled.
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Design window options
These options represent settings that are related to the design process.

Grid

Width/Height
The grid width and height for any new presentation in pixels. The defined sizes will be used for all import-
ant operations on new presentations to make sure all page elements are placed exactly on the grid. It
will not effect your current presentation.

When a new presentation is created it will by default get the grid width and height as specified above.
After this the grid settings will be bound to and stored together with the presentation. This allows you to
have different grid settings per presentation. To adjust the grid settings of an existing presentation
change the Grid settings of your presentation.
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Show Grid
If this option is switched on then the grid will be visible. Even if the grid is invisible it can still be in use.

Snap to Grid
If this option is switched on then all elements will automatically be positioned and sized on the grid with
any future operation. It will not have an immediate effect on the existing elements.

The Snap to grid setting will have effect on all operations that affect the position and/or size of page ele-
ments. This is not only limited to moving and resizing elements, but also includes changing the pos-
ition/size properties in the properties dialog box or using clipboard functions.

T I P

To quickly turn on/off the Snap to Gr id function temporar i ly you can c lick Snap to Grid
on the Home menu or use the shor tcut key combination Ctr l+G.

Element

When creating a new element, add a blank play list item
If this option is switched on then the system will automatically create a first item in your play list. You
manually have to edit the item afterwards to define its content.

Show the detailed info when opening element property windows
If this option is switched on then the play list in the element property windows will be displayed in
detailed viewmode. If switched off the play list will be displayed in list viewmode.

Windows

Each opened presentation has its own settings for the visibility of the thumbnail, elements and playlist
window. So, when youwork with multiple presentations at the same time one presentation can have
the thumbnail window is shown, while for the other presentation this window is hidden. The settings
below determine the visibility of the thumbnail, elements and playlist window for new presentations. To
change the visibility of these windows for your current presentation, use the Show/Hide functions in the
ribbon bar of the PADS Designer application.

Show thumbnail window
Determines the visibility of the thumbnail window for new presentations.

Show elements window
Determines the visibility of the elements window for new presentations.

Show playlist window
Determines the visibility of the playlist window for new presentations.

Show ruler
Determines the visibility of the horizontal and vertical ruler in the design window.
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Preview window options
These options determine how the preview of your presentationmust be handled.

Default preview window options

Show Toolbar
If this option is switched on then the presentation preview windowwill show a toolbar with some import-
ant functions for previewing presentation.

Show Fullscreen
If this option is switched on then the presentation preview windowwill always be displayed full screen.

Close on Mouse Click
If this option is switched on then the presentation preview windowwill automatically be closed when
being clicked.
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T I P

When your presentation has exactly the same screen resolution as the desktop of your
PC then you can best switch on the Show ful lscreen setting and switch off the Show
toolbar setting. In this case the presentation preview can disp lay the presentation
without the use of scrollbars .

Time Zone

Use local Time zone for Scheduled Presentations
If this option is switched on then your presentation preview will use your local time to determine which
presentations need to be played by a zone viewer element (which has its own scheduling). If the option is
switched off then UTC time will be used.

T I P

When you use zone viewer elements , you can best set this time zone option to the same
value as the time zone option of your PADS viewers . Only this way your zone viewer ele-
ments wil l show the same scheduled presentations in your presentation preview as your
PADS viewers .
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Add-on elements options
These options show you where installed add-on elements are stored. Add-on elements are custom ele-
ments developed by yourself or any third party, which can be added to your PADS system as if they were
built-in elements.

Add-on Element Folder

Folder
Location on your computer where installed add-on elements are stored. This option is read-only.
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Remarks

When you install a new add-on then you have to make sure that all add-on files are placed into the add-
on folder. Only add-ons in this folder will be detected by the PADS system.

Add-ons that are located in the add-on folder are not automatically available in PADS. For this you first
have to enable the add-ons by using the Add-ons function on the Toolsmenu.
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Add-on elements
Beside the native built-in page elements PADS Designer can also have a number of add-on elements.
Add-on elements are separately developed external elements that can be linked to the PADS software
and will look and feel exactly the same way as standard built-in page elements. In other words: to the
end-user there are no visible differences between standard page elements and add-on elements.

Add-on elements must always be installed into the Add-on folder in order for the PADS system to auto-
matically detect the Add-ons.

Installed Add-on elements must first be enabled, before they become available to the end-user.

To make Add-On elements available in PADS Designer

1. ClickAdd-Ons on the Toolsmenu.

2. In the list of available Add-ons checkmark the Add-ons that you like to be available in PADS
Designer.

3. ClickOK or Apply to make the changes effective.

The order in which the available Add-ons are displayed in the Add-ons window is also the order in which
the Add-ons will appear in the toolbox of PADS Designer. To change this order you can use the Move
Up and Move Down buttons in the Add-ons window.
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In order for an Add-on element to work correctly during playback it also needs to be installed into the
Add-on folder on each PADS Viewer PC.
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Check for updates
PADS Designer, like all key applications of PADS, offers the possibility to manually check for software
updates.

To check for updates

1. In the Software tab group of the Tools tab in the ribbon bar click the Check for Updates button.

2. The PADS Software Update Wizard is started. The steps that follow are described in the PADS
InstallationManual, in the sectionMaintaining the installation. Please consult that manual for fur-
ther instructions.
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Content organizer
Your PADS system is standard delivered with a content library system. As has been described earlier, it's
strongly recommended to place your content files in the PADS content library.

To manage the content in the PADS content library on your PC, you can use PADS Content Organizer.
PADS Content Organizer can be started directly from the PADS Designer application.

To start PADS Content Organizer

1. ClickOrganize in the Content Library section of the Toolsmenu.

Remarks

When PADS Content Organizer is started this way, it will use your current connection and credentials to
connect and logon.

The PADS Content Organizer application can also be started separately by selecting Content Organizer
in the PADS4\Tools folder of the Windows Startmenu.
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Synchronization
If content synchronization has been enabled in the server settings of your PADS Server, then you can
have the files in your local content library synchronized with the content library on your PADS Server.

PADS offers two-way content synchronization between PADS Scheduler and PADS Server. When one side
of the connection has a change in its content, albeit PADS presentations, video files, images or other,
then the synchronizationmechanism will detect that change (an insertion, editing or removal) and
propagate it to the other side. This can be done automatically or manually.

To set up content synchronization in PADS Designer

1. ClickOptions in the Synchronization section of the Toolsmenu.

2. The Synchronization Settings windowwill appear.
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3. In the Content Library Synchronization Activation section choose whether synchronization
must take place automatically, manually or never. In most situations automatic synchronization is
the best choice.

4. In the PADS Content Library Storage Folder section you can specify the local folder that will be
used to store your content. If you don't work with multiple PADS Server or multiple domains it's
recommended to choose Automatic.

5. ClickOK to apply the settings.

I M P O R T A N T

When PADS Server and PADS Des igner are on the same PC it is important to selec t the
option This Computer in your connection settings . Only then the system will detect
that both components are on the same PC and wil l automatically turn off content
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synchronization.

When you have several PADS c lient applications (l ike PADS Des igner and PADS Sched-
uler) running on your PC and they are connected to the same PADS Server , then they
wil l share the same content synchronization process .

Starting content synchronization

If you have chosen in the synchronization settings window to automatically synchronize your content
then the synchronization process will automatically start whenever the system detects a change to your
content library. When you have chosen to manually synchronize the content, then you have to take the fol-
lowing steps to synchronize your content:

1. Click Synchronize Now in the Synchronization section of the Toolsmenu.

2. After this the system automatically starts the synchronization process and shows the Syn-
chronization Progress window.
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When the synchronization process is completed the progress bar shows 100% and the syn-
chronization log contains a message that the 'synchronization session has finished'.

3. Click Close to close the window..

If you have set up automatic synchronization and click Synchronize Now, then the system will forcefully
start the synchronization process (although there is normally no need for this) or show the progress of
the synchronization process when it's currently running.

Canceling content synchronization

There might be situations where you want to interrupt the running synchronization process.
To abort the running synchronization process:

1. If the Synchronization Progress window is open, click Close to close it.

2. Click Cancel in the Synchronization section of the Toolsmenu.
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If the Cancel button is not enabled this means that the synchronization process is not running.

Viewing details of the synchronization process

At any moment you can view the details of the synchronization process. This can be used to check the
progress of the running synchronization process or afterwards to check the synchronization log.
To view the details:

1. Click Show Progress in the Synchronization section of the Toolsmenu.

After this the Synchronization Progress window will be shown.
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Synchronization Status
If the synchronization process is actively synchronizing then you will see here the progress of the syn-
chronization. The top progress bar shows the total progress, while the bottom progress bar shows the
progress of the current item. When the process is finished there is only one progress bar showing
100%.

Download Progress
In this section the logging information of the running process or the last finished process is shown. The
information is not automatically refreshed, so you need to clickRefresh to get the latest information.
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About
The About window of PADS Designer shows you information about the version of the application that
you are currently running and information about your actual license.

To view the About window

1. ClickAbout in the Info section of the Helpmenu.

2. The About windowwill appear.
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Remarks

I M P O R T A N T

The about window collec ts its l icense information from the PADS Server of your system.
This means that the license information is only availab le when you are connected to a
PADS Server .

For detailed information about your actual license, please consult either the PADS SystemManagement
application or the PADS License Wizard.
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Using the color picker
For all situations in PADS Designer where a color must be specified, the application uses the color
picker. The color picker enables you to simply select a color, but it is also possible to use a gradient with
two or three colors, a texture or a pattern. In many situations you can even use (semi) transparency.

Standard colors

To select one of the standard pre-defined colors you can simply click the drop down button of the color
picker and click one of the listed colors. If the element supports transparency then the first listed item in
the drop down list represents transparency.

Advanced color settings

For more advanced color settings like a custom color or gradient youmust click the drop down button
of the color picker and clickMore....
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On the color picker window that appears next you have the following options:

Option Description

Custom color
Enables you to select any possible color, optionally
including transparency.

Gradient
Makes it possible to create a smooth transition of two
or more colors.

Texture Enables you to select one of the predefined Textures.

Pattern
Enables you to select one of the predefined textures
with the colors you like.
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Closing PADS Designer
When you are finished with designing presentations you can close the PADS Designer application.

To close the PADS Designer application

1. Select File in the ribbon bar.

2. Click Exit.

Alternatively, you can the key combination [Alt] + F4 to leave the application. If you have opened addi-
tional windows then youmust use this key combination several times to quit.

N O T E

When c los ing the application you wil l automatically be logged off and disconnected from
all connections that you have active.
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